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embrace this effort in a way that no other
generation of Americans can. This is a dif-
ficult time for the Congress, a difficult time
for the country. The worst thing we can do
is to walk away and do nothing and continue
the perilous paralysis of the last few years.
So I implore you to shoulder this. Think of
our kids and grandkids. Let’s move this coun-
try forward in a bipartisan and open manner.

Thank you. God bless you. And let’s get
on with the signing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year marks the 30th anniversary of

Older Americans Month—a time when we,
as a Nation, honor our elder citizens and rec-
ognize the many contributions they have
made to our country.

Older Americans, having witnessed many
of our Nation’s historic milestones, are em-
bodiments of 20th century American history.
Many lived through the trying times of the
Great War, the Depression, and the Second
World War. With younger generations, older
Americans shared the anguish of the Cold
War and helped their more youthful country-
men get through this difficult period.

Older Americans provide us with the expe-
rience, knowledge, and leadership that are
needed to help our Nation ply the difficult
waters of the present. Through their experi-
ence with adversity, older Americans under-
stand the critical need for shared sacrifice
in meeting the challenges we face. Their wis-
dom provides us with a valuable perspective
on how we must reorient our society toward
investment in the future. Working in a variety
of roles, as volunteers and employees, mil-
lions of older Americans continue to give
their communities the fruits of their labor.

Today’s older Americans are the best edu-
cated, most well-informed generation of el-

ders our Nation has ever produced. The chal-
lenges they have met—and met success-
fully—have enabled them to make a continu-
ing contribution with wisdom and under-
standing. We can see this not only in our
families, as a new wave of responsible
grandparenting helps ensure the future of
our children, but also in our communities,
which benefit from the experience and lead-
ership of older Americans who volunteer
their talent and time in fields ranging from
business management to the arts.

While we salute the continuing contribu-
tion of older Americans, we also acknowledge
our debt and responsibility to them. We
renew our commitment to preserving for
them the quality of life they deserve. We will
safeguard their economic security not only
through preserving the Social Security sys-
tem but also by strengthening our Nation’s
overall economic performance. We will pro-
vide the leadership that will help our elders
remain independent members of the com-
munity for as long as possible. We will supply
that help in the neighborhoods where they
live—through the kinds of social and sup-
portive services made possible through the
Older Americans Act and other programs.
And we can help ease the suffering and worry
caused by increased medical expenses
through enacting a national program of
health care reform.

By helping to preserve the security and
independence of older Americans, we are
also ensuring that our own futures will be
ones of dignity with independence.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the month of May
1993 as Older Americans Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this month with appropriate ceremonies and
activities in honor of our Nation’s senior citi-
zens.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
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United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:14 p.m., May 26, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 28.

Exchange With Reporters After
Signing the Older Americans Month
Proclamation
May 25, 1993

White House Travel Office

Q. Mr. President, are you upset by this
whole Travel Office mess? And who’s re-
sponsible for it, sir?

The President. Well, ultimately, anything
that happens in the White House is the re-
sponsibility of the President. And whenever
you’ve asked me a question, I’ve told you all
I knew about it. All I knew was there was
a plan to cut the size of the office, save tax
dollars, save the press money. I talked to Mr.
McLarty about it this morning. I said, you
know, I keep reading this; I know that there
is a feeling at least, based on what I’ve read,
that someone in the White House may have
done something that was inappropriate or
that wasn’t quite handled right or something.
Mack and I talked about it today. He said
he would spend some real time on and look
into it, try to ascertain exactly what hap-
pened, make a full report to me, which I
think is the appropriate thing to do. I simply
can’t tell you that I know something I don’t.
I literally don’t know anything other than
what I’ve told you. He’s looking into it now.
He’s worked on it quite a bit today. And he’s
going to make a report to me, and then we
will take appropriate steps, including saying
whatever’s appropriate to you.

Q. Do you think that the White House
approached the FBI improperly in this case?

The President. I don’t have any reason
to believe that. I mean, for example, there
are lots of cases where, historically, as nearly
as we can determine, the White House, if
something happened within the White
House, might ask the FBI to look into it.
So I don’t know that. I don’t know that. And
I don’t have an opinion yet. I have to wait.
Mack agreed that he needed to really make
sure that he had all the facts down; he need-
ed to know exactly what had happened; he
needed to report to me. I said, ‘‘Look, this
is just a simple case. Let’s just follow the do-
right rule here, make up your own mind, get
the facts, see what you think happened, let
me know, and we’ll tell the public.’’ I mean,
there’s nothing funny going on here. We real-
ly were just trying to save money for every-
body. That was the only thing I was ever
asked about personally. And I don’t believe
that anybody else had any other motives that
I know about. And so I asked him to look
into it. When we know more, we’ll be glad
to say more.

Q. What about Dole saying it has a tinge
of Watergate?

The President. There’s none of that be-
cause, you know, there’s nothing like that
going on. There’s no—no.

Q. Don’t you think——
Q. [Inaudible]
The President. We’re on top of it.

We’ll——
Q. Don’t you think a lot of people were

hurt by the way it was handled?
The President. Well, the question is

whether the people that were hurt did any-
thing to merit it. We’ll just have to see. I
mean, I want to get a report, and then I will
be glad to tell you whatever I know. But let
me find out——

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. All those decisions have

been made by Mack. We talked yesterday.
We talked again this morning. He said,
‘‘Look, I just want to get on top of this. I’ll
tell you exactly what happened. I’ll tell you
what I think.’’ So I’m waiting for a report.
And I don’t think I should say anything else
until I know more.
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