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the National Observance of the Fiftieth Anniver-
sary of World War II.

Proclamation 6568—Time for the
National Observance of the Fiftieth
Anniversary of World War II
May 31, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans live in an era when there are

no major confrontations between world pow-
ers. This period of peace traces its roots back
50 years to the Second World War. Our
Armed Forces stood strong against totali-
tarian regimes that sought to dominate and
suppress freedom-loving peoples of the
world. Although Americans felt ill-equipped
to take on the vast international responsibil-
ities, we rose to take on world leadership.
In the process, we learned the price of ag-
gression and the benefits of peace.

At the end of the Cold War, it is therefore
fitting to remember the years of World War
II and those brave and selfless American pa-
triots who stood strong and true against tyr-
anny so that we could enjoy a safer and more
prosperous life. President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt’s thoughts about the time still apply
today:

We are faced with the pre-eminent fact
that, if civilization is to survive, we must
cultivate the science of human relation-
ship—the ability of all people, of all
kinds, to live together and work together
in the same world, at peace. . . .

Our generation and future generations must
heed these words. In a world warmed by the
sunshine of freedom, but threatened still by
ancient hatreds and new plagues, the United
States of America must stand as a beacon
of liberty and justice.

During this period of remembrance and
reflection, it is appropriate that Memorial
Day be included during the ‘‘Time for the
National Observance of the Fiftieth Anniver-
sary of World War II.’’ As we preserve the
memory of the events of World War II and
honor the memory of our loved ones lost dur-
ing that tragic time, I call upon Americans

to study the history of that era so that the
values our Nation defended and the lessons
we learned will never be forgotten. I ask that
we celebrate freedom and peace in our
houses of worship and in our halls of govern-
ment, in private thanksgiving and public
ceremonies, and that we remember and
honor our Nation’s World War II veterans.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
80, has designated May 30, 1993, through
June 7, 1993, as a ‘‘Time for the National
Observance of the Fiftieth Anniversary of
World War II.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby designate May 30, 1993, through
June 7, 1993, as a Time for the National Ob-
servance of the Fiftieth Anniversary of World
War II. I call upon all Americans to observe
this period with appropriate programs and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:44 p.m., June 3, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 7.

Remarks at a Memorial Day
Ceremony at Arlington National
Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia
May 31, 1993

Thank you very much. General Gordon,
distinguished leaders of the armed services,
the Defense Department, the Cabinet, the
Congress, the leaders of our veterans organi-
zations here, to all the veterans and their
families who are here and to all those here
who are family members of veterans buried
in this cemetery or in any other place around
the globe, and to my fellow Americans: We
come together this morning, along with our
countrymen and women in cities across the
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