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all the people in the middle. Let me remind
you: If you really want to be able to raise
your children in an environment that is free
of this awful deficit, where there is still
enough money left to invest in our future,
we have got to bring health care costs under
control, and we have got to restore to the
American people a sense of family security.
You cannot have millions of people waking
up every morning terrified that they’re going
to lose their health care if somebody in their
family gets sick or if they lose their jobs.
We’ve got to do something about that if we
really want to build America.

When you leave here I want to ask you
to go back home and gin up some support
among your people for this economic pro-
gram. Call the Members of the Senate, with-
out regard to party, and ask them to do it.
Tell them we cannot afford to turn away from
our obligations to bring the deficit down, in-
crease investment in our future, keep interest
rates down, and rebuild the economy.

This administration came to Washington
to restore hope and jobs, to demand more
responsibility but to reward people if they
do it. We have got to do it. And when they
ask you what we’ve done, give them the list
I gave you. It’s a pretty good list, it’s a good
beginning, and it justifies the faith you put
in Bill Clinton and Al Gore last year. Let’s
keep working, and we can make the kind of
a country we ought to.

Goodbye. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:47 p.m. on the
steps of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to organization officers
Adam Kreisel, president; Jamie Harmon, former
president; and Jenny Ritter, vice president.

Remarks at a Reception for Members
of the Diplomatic Corps
June 15, 1993

Thank you very much. I want to welcome
all of you again to the White House, thank
the Marine orchestra for providing the won-
derful music, and tell you how very glad that
Hillary and I are that you could all join us
this evening to renew old friendships, begin
new ones, and celebrate a new and challeng-
ing era in world affairs. I’m especially glad

that we could be joined this evening by the
Vice President and Mrs. Gore, and by Sec-
retary of State and Mrs. Christopher, and by
the dean of our diplomatic corps, Ambas-
sador and Mrs. Pondi. The gathering of the
Washington Diplomatic Corps offers us a
good opportunity to become better ac-
quainted and an opportunity to reflect on the
state of the world we share.

Standing here, we are within sight, just be-
hind us, of the magnificent memorial to our
third President and our first Secretary of
State, Thomas Jefferson. He acutely under-
stood the value of diplomacy to the United
States. He also is the embodiment of our
eternal quest for democracy. His words extol-
ling democracy and human dignity still reso-
nate in the hearts of all Americans and of
people around the world.

None of us here this evening can say we
represent a nation that has arrived at a per-
fect solution for the problems of human gov-
ernance. There will never be a perfect solu-
tion for the problems of people, who them-
selves are not perfect. But among the many
clear facts of the era we all share is the re-
markable worldwide movement toward de-
mocracy, from Russia to southern Africa,
from Eastern Europe to Central and South
America. There is great hope today that gov-
ernments all around the world, beginning
with our own, are becoming increasingly
democratic and responsive to those whom
they govern. And that is a hope I share. This
time of hope is also clearly a time of urgency
for the work we will do and must do in the
months and years ahead.

Today, billions of people look to us, indeed
challenge us, to make progress against one
of mankind’s oldest enemies: poverty, dis-
ease, ignorance, bigotry, or armed strife, and
perhaps all of them at once. And they look
to us as well to make progress against our
new challenges, such as the spread of weap-
ons of mass destruction and the degradation
of the global environment. The urgency of
these problems is evident, and the complex-
ity and difficulty of them is truly daunting.
While none of us has absolute power to make
these problems disappear, each of us has far
too much power to pretend that we can do
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nothing or that the problems do not exist.
And while each of us here may hold only
a piece or two of these troubling puzzles,
surely we must remember that together we
and the nations we represent hold all the
pieces of the puzzles. So this evening, let us
talk. And then tomorrow and the months
ahead, let us try, for ultimately that is why
our nations have sent us here.

I look forward to working with you and
the great nations you represent. I thank you
again for joining us tonight. And I trust that
all of us will always remember that we have
been given great obligations and great oppor-
tunities and that together we can make a dif-
ference for the better.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Statement on the Death of John
Connally
June 15, 1993

I was saddened to hear of the death today
of former Governor and Treasury Secretary
John Connally, whose life was one of service
to his country and of dedication to the prin-
ciples in which he so passionately believed.
He will be remembered fondly by his State
and his country for the work that he did and
the person that he was.

Statement on International
Broadcasting Programs
June 15, 1993

Today I am pleased to take an important
step in the promotion of democracy by put-
ting in place my proposal for strengthening
one of the most effective foreign policy tools
we have, our international broadcasting pro-
grams, for the spread of our values, our ideas,
and our democratic way of life can help
strengthen our security and support others
around the world in their struggle for free-
dom.

I am pleased to be joined in this effort
by the Director of the U.S. Information
Agency, Dr. Joseph Duffey, and the Chair
of the Board of International Broadcasting,

Congressman Dan Mica. These programs
have been and will be an essential part of
our efforts to promote democracy and ad-
vance America’s interests abroad.

Our plan proposes a proud rebirth of
America’s broadcasting programs to reflect
this post-cold-war era. Our proposal pre-
serves Radio Free Europe and Radio Lib-
erty, which played such an important role in
bringing freedom to Central and Eastern Eu-
rope and to the states of the former Soviet
Union. It retains our other important broad-
casting services, such as Voice of America,
Radio Marti, and TV Marti, which have
played such an important role in bringing
truth and hope abroad. And our plan reorga-
nizes our foreign broadcasting services to
make them stronger, more efficient, and
more capable of meeting this era’s new chal-
lenges of fostering democracy and civic re-
construction.

Our victory in the cold war was due not
only to the strength of our forces but also
to the power of our ideas. While we acted
to contain Soviet expansionism, we also
sought to inspire freedom’s spirit where re-
pression reigned. Voice of America long
played an important role in that effort. And
to advance that same cause, 40 years ago we
began a radio service, Radio Liberty, which
aimed to join freedom’s advocates behind the
Iron Curtain with freedom-loving Americans.
The founders of this and the other American
radio services understood that truth is one
of our most potent weapons in the fight
against communism and totalitarianism.

The heroes of the cold war’s end, such as
Polish President Lech Walesa and Czech
President Václav Havel, have often noted the
importance they attach to Radio Free Eu-
rope and Radio Liberty to their own historic
work on behalf of liberty and democracy.
Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty, to-
gether with our other broadcasting services,
have persistently challenged the ability of re-
pressive leaders to deny history, disfigure
truth, and manipulate minds. From Havana
to Ho Chi Minh City, from Pretoria to
Prague, our foreign broadcast services
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