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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. in the
Old Family Dining Room at the White House.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Letter to Representative William H.
Natcher on the Superconducting
Super Collider
June 16, 1993

Dear Mr. Chairman:
As your Committee considers the Energy

and Water Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year
1994, I want you to know of my continuing
support for the Superconducting Super
Collider (SSC).

The most important benefits of the in-
creased understanding gained from the SSC
may not be known for a generation. We can,
however, be certain that important benefits
will result simply from making the effort. The
SSC project will stimulate technologies in
many areas critical for the health of the U.S.
economy. The superconductor technologies
developed for the project’s magnets will stim-
ulate production of a material that will be
critical for ensuring the competitiveness of
U.S. manufacturers, for improving medical
care, and a variety of other purposes. The
SSC will also produce critical employment
and educational opportunities for thousands
of young engineers and scientists around the
country.

Abandoning the SSC at this point would
signal that the United States is compromising
its position of leadership in basic science—
a position unquestioned for generations.
These are tough economic times, yet our Ad-
ministration supports this project as a part
of its broad investment package in science
and technology. Our support requires mak-
ing sure that the project is well managed and
that the Congress is informed of the full costs
and anticipated benefits of the program. The
SSC previously had an unstable funding pro-
file. The stretched-out funding proposed by
our Administration of $640 million in FY 94
will allow better control of project costs. The
full cost and scheduling implications of this
stretch-out will be complete in the early fall,
and will be examined carefully by the Admin-
istration at that time.

I ask you to support this important and
challenging effort.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Statement on National Service
Legislation
June 16, 1993

I’ve always said that national service would
be America at its best. In reporting out the
national service legislation, today two key
committees were Congress at its best as well.

National service is not about political par-
tisanship. It is about America and the values
that all of us share. National service will do
so much that must be done: meeting our
country’s needs, paying for our children’s
education, and bringing all of us together in
the common work of citizenship.

Democrats and Republicans joined to-
gether today in a spirit of service to support
this initiative. Senator Ted Kennedy and
Representative Bill Ford continued to pro-
vide exemplary leadership in moving this leg-
islation forward on a bipartisan basis.

We’ve known for a long time that national
service will bring Americans together. It’s
good to see that it brings Congress together
as well.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform Legislation
June 16, 1993

I congratulate the Senators from both par-
ties who voted to break the filibuster of cam-
paign finance reform. Today the Senate
showed it has heard the American people’s
demand for change. I have long believed that
we will not give the middle class the eco-
nomic growth and health care reform it
needs unless we also reform our political sys-

VerDate 14-MAY-98 15:16 May 18, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P24JN4.017 INET01



1097Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / June 17

tem. Today’s vote is a breakthrough in the
fight to give the Government back to the
American people.

The stage is now set for passage of cam-
paign finance reform legislation that limits
spending, curbs the special interests, and
opens up the airwaves to greater competi-
tion. Make no mistake: This legislation, while
it necessarily contains compromises, will
change Washington for the better.

This must be only the first step in our ef-
fort to ensure that Washington works for the
national interest and not narrow interests. I
urge the Senate to pass this legislation tomor-
row. I urge the House to act quickly on its
own campaign finance reform bill. And I
urge the Congress to move forward on lobby
disclosure legislation that brings the activities
of lobbyists into the sunlight of public scru-
tiny.

Remarks to Representatives From
the Central Arkansas Radiation
Therapy Institute and an Exchange
With Reporters
June 17, 1993

The President. Hi, kids. Please sit down.
I want to welcome you all to the Rose Garden
and the White House and thank you for com-
ing. Let me say a special word of thanks to
Congressman Thornton for being here with
his constituents. Senator Bradford, it’s good
to see you.

Ladies and gentlemen, it seems like just
a couple of days ago when Hillary and I were
sitting at Trio’s Restaurant in Little Rock,
talking with Robin Armstrong about how ex-
citing it would be to have the CARTI kids
come to the White House. Well, I think
maybe they thought we were kidding, but
here we all are.

CARTI is the Central Arkansas Radiation
Therapy Institute. It’s a not-for-profit, free-
standing radiation therapy center which, in
my home State, is synonymous with treat-
ment of people with cancer. In its 17 years
of service, more than 33,000 people have re-
ceived treatment there. Today I wanted to
especially highlight these young people who
are standing behind me. All of them have

been fighting difficult battles with great cour-
age and good humor.

I’m proud that my wife and I have long
been supporters of CARTI, and our adminis-
tration was when I was a Governor. In 1977,
I addressed the CARTI auxiliary for the first
time. And in 1979, in my first term as Gov-
ernor, our State for the first time supported
with State funds radiation therapy, some-
thing we continued to do throughout the
course of my term as Governor. In 1991, Hil-
lary and I hosted a Celebration of Life picnic
at the Arkansas Governor’s mansion for more
than 1,000 cancer survivors and their fami-
lies. I’m also proud to say that my mother
has received treatment at CARTI and, based
on the results, I’d say it’s been very good
treatment indeed, and I’m very grateful to
them.

I’d like now to ask Robin Armstrong to
come up here, she’s the director of volun-
teers at CARTI, to introduce you to her kids.
[At this point, Ms. Armstrong introduced the
children, who presented the President with
several gifts.]

Campaign Finance Reform
Q. Mr. President, is the Senate version of

campaign finance reform tough enough?
The President. Well, I haven’t had a

chance to review it entirely, but I think it
is a great advance, and I’m elated that the
bill is going on to the House. It reduces the
influence of special interests; it lowers the
costs of campaigns; it at least provides for
some public funding to open the airwaves
if one side in an election violates the cam-
paign spending limits.

So I think there’s some good things about
it. And I’m hopeful that the House will take
favorable action, and then we can come back
with one common bill that will pass both
Houses. Yesterday was a great day for the
American people in the Congress, and I was
encouraged by that.

Space Station
Q. Mr. President, on the space station, sir,

if it came to it, would you be prepared to
fight for it and even seek cuts in some of
your investment programs to save it?

The President. Well, I have a budget pro-
gram that includes the space station. We’ve
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