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our deficit. The plan is bold and fair; it’ll
work. It’s a sharp departure from the tax-
and-spend policies of the seventies and the
trickle-down economics of the eighties. It re-
duces the deficit; it invests and grows the
economy. It’s a new direction.

Still, there are some in Washington who
use the same old tired rhetoric they used in
the eighties to attack this kind of direction,
while they followed borrow-and-spend, trick-
le-down policies. Last week, the only other
plan offered to the American people was of-
fered by my Senate opponents. Well, the
plan fell more than $100 billion short of the
$500 billion deficit reduction bill. And most
regrettably, it asks even more of the middle
class, of veterans, and millions of elderly peo-
ple just above the poverty line. It asks those
people to do with less in terms of benefits,
especially in health care, so that the top one
percent of the American people whose in-
comes went up and whose taxes went down
in the eighties could go scot-free in the battle
to reduce the deficit, bring down interest
rates, and get investment back in the Amer-
ican economy. The plan was defeated and
for good reason. Instead of protecting one
group at the expense of others, it’s time that
everyone made a contribution to help every-
one by reducing spending fairly and by in-
vesting in the future wisely and by growing
the economy.

When the Senate and the House meet to
write the final plan, we’re all going to work
together to set a new course for economic
growth. When Congress finalizes the details,
I’m going to work as hard as I can to insist
that the principles I have talked about re-
peatedly for 5 months, and indeed during all
of 1992 as well, will be followed in shaping
this law. We need $500 billion in deficit re-
duction, in spending cuts, and in taxes which
fall almost completely on the wealthiest
Americans. We absolutely must put all the
net savings from cuts and taxes in a deficit
trust fund so the Government can’t touch it
over the next 5 years. We ought to keep the
incentives in my plan for business growth,
especially small businesses which create most
of the new jobs in America. And finally, we
ought to keep our commitment to the 18 per-
cent of the American people who work but

are still below the poverty line. Under our
plan, if you work full-time and you’re still
below the poverty line, we will lift you out
of poverty by not taxing you and keeping you
in poverty.

People who have the courage to change
should be rewarded. I know the economy is
still struggling, and most Americans are still
working too hard for too little. But at least
there are some very important economic
trends that have begun to move in the right
direction. The best news is, new jobs are fi-
nally coming back into the American econ-
omy. In the last 5 months, as interest rates
have dropped to 20-year lows in response to
our efforts to bring the deficit down, more
than 755,000 new jobs, 90 percent of them
in the private sector, have been created. In
the first 4 months of this year, more jobs
in the construction industry were created
than in any similar period in the last 9 years.

These are good and hopeful trends. Our
plan builds on this progress. I know we’ve
got a long way to go. But as always, if we’ll
just act in a way that’s consistent with our
values and if we’ll all pull together, we can
move our country in the right direction, meet
the challenges of the global economy, and
create jobs and opportunity for all Americans
again.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: This address was recorded at 3:50 p.m. on
June 25 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 26.

Address to the Nation on the Strike
on Iraqi Intelligence Headquarters
June 26, 1993

My fellow Americans, this evening I want
to speak with you about an attack by the Gov-
ernment of Iraq against the United States
and the actions we have just taken to re-
spond.

This past April, the Kuwaiti Government
uncovered what they suspected was a car
bombing plot to assassinate former President
George Bush while he was visiting Kuwait
City. The Kuwaiti authorities arrested 16 sus-
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pects, including 2 Iraqi nationals. Following
those arrests, I ordered our own intelligence
and law enforcement agencies to conduct a
thorough and independent investigation.
Over the past several weeks, officials from
those agencies reviewed a range of intel-
ligence information, traveled to Kuwait and
elsewhere, extensively interviewed the sus-
pects, and thoroughly examined the forensic
evidence.

This Thursday, Attorney General Reno
and Director of Central Intelligence Woolsey
gave me their findings. Based on their inves-
tigation there is compelling evidence that
there was, in fact, a plot to assassinate former
President Bush and that this plot, which in-
cluded the use of a powerful bomb made in
Iraq, was directed and pursued by the Iraqi
intelligence service.

We should not be surprised by such deeds,
coming as they do from a regime like Saddam
Hussein’s, which is ruled by atrocity, slaugh-
tered its own people, invaded two neighbors,
attacked others, and engaged in chemical and
environmental warfare. Saddam has repeat-
edly violated the will and conscience of the
international community. But this attempt at
revenge by a tyrant against the leader of the
world coalition that defeated him in war is
particularly loathsome and cowardly. We
thank God it was unsuccessful. The authori-
ties who foiled it have the appreciation of
all Americans.

It is clear that this was no impulsive or
random act. It was an elaborate plan devised
by the Iraqi Government and directed
against a former President of the United
States because of actions he took as Presi-
dent. As such, the Iraqi attack against Presi-
dent Bush was an attack against our country
and against all Americans. We could not and
have not let such action against our Nation
go unanswered.

From the first days of our Revolution,
America’s security has depended on the clar-
ity of this message: Don’t tread on us. A firm
and commensurate response was essential to
protect our sovereignty, to send a message
to those who engage in state-sponsored ter-
rorism, to deter further violence against our
people, and to affirm the expectation of civ-
ilized behavior among nations.

Therefore, on Friday I ordered our forces
to launch a cruise missile attack on the Iraqi
intelligence service’s principal command-
and-control facility in Baghdad. Those mis-
siles were launched this afternoon at 4:22
eastern daylight time. They landed approxi-
mately an hour ago. I have discussed this ac-
tion with the congressional leadership and
with our allies and friends in the region. And
I have called for an emergency meeting of
the United Nations Security Council to ex-
pose Iraq’s crime.

These actions were directed against the
Iraqi Government, which was responsible for
the assassination plot. Saddam Hussein has
demonstrated repeatedly that he will resort
to terrorism or aggression if left unchecked.
Our intent was to target Iraq’s capacity to
support violence against the United States
and other nations and to deter Saddam Hus-
sein from supporting such outlaw behavior
in the future. Therefore, we directed our ac-
tion against the facility associated with Iraq’s
support of terrorism, while making every ef-
fort to minimize the loss of innocent life.

There should be no mistake about the
message we intend these actions to convey
to Saddam Hussein, to the rest of the Iraqi
leadership, and to any nation, group, or per-
son who would harm our leaders or our citi-
zens. We will combat terrorism. We will
deter aggression. We will protect our people.

The world has repeatedly made clear what
Iraq must do to return to the community of
nations. And Iraq has repeatedly refused. If
Saddam and his regime contemplate further
illegal provocative actions, they can be cer-
tain of our response.

Let me say to the men and women in our
Armed Forces and in our intelligence and
law enforcement agencies who carried out
the investigation and our military response:
You have my gratitude and the gratitude of
all Americans. You have performed a difficult
mission with courage and professionalism.

Finally, I want to say this to all the Amer-
ican people: While the cold war has ended,
the world is not free of danger. And I am
determined to take the steps necessary to
keep our Nation secure. We will keep our
forces ready to fight. We will work to head
off emerging threats, and we will take action
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when action is required. That is precisely
what we have done today.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Cabinet
Meeting
June 28, 1993

The President. First, I want to say that
this morning I received a report from the
National Security Adviser about the action
in Iraq over the weekend, confirming that
we did in fact cripple the Iraqi intelligence
capacity, which was the intent of the action.
Our allies have been quite positive in their
response. And I want to say a special word
of compliment to Ambassador Albright for
the work she did at the United Nations yes-
terday. I thought it was an excellent job.

I think it’s very important today at this
Cabinet meeting that we move on to other
matters, that we go back to the domestic
agenda. We have to prepare for the con-
ference on the budget and the economic
plan. We need to think about and talk a little
about the upcoming G–7 summit in Tokyo
and what that means for our economic pros-
pects here at home. And there are a number
of other issues that I want to discuss today,
including our efforts to seek rapid passage
of the national service act.

So I’m anxious to go forward. I do want
to acknowledge, the first time as a confirmed
member of this Cabinet, Lee Brown. He was
here last time, but he’s been confirmed since
he was here before. Tom Glynn, the Deputy
Secretary of Labor, is here, for those of you
who don’t know him, because Mr. Reich is
moving his family to Washington today. I
suppose that means he’s going to stay on for
a while. [Laughter]

Strike on Iraqi Intelligence Headquarters

Q. Mr. President, what kind of message
were you sending, first of all, to other terror-
ist nations, given what we now know about
the possibility of Iran and potentially Sad-

dam? And what message do you think this
sends also to other countries and to the mili-
tary here about your resolve in your capacity
as Commander in Chief?

The President. Well, the action I took I
thought was clearly warranted by the facts.
And I think other terrorists around the world
need to know that the United States will do
what we can to combat terrorism, as I said
in my statement on Saturday evening. It is
plainly what we ought to be doing.

Q. ——the events last week in New York
and the attack over the weekend in Baghdad,
should the American people be concerned
about terrorism on American shores in the
next few weeks?

The President. I think the American peo-
ple should be reassured that the—in the New
York instance, that the Federal authorities
and the New York Police Department did
a good job. I think the American people
know enough about terrorism to know that
it is always a potential problem, but we are
going to be very aggressive in dealing with
it, and we’re going to do everything we pos-
sibly can to deal with it.

Q. Mr. President, how does the decision
to have gone ahead and bombed Baghdad
on Saturday, how will this impact your Presi-
dency both in terms of how you’re seen do-
mestically and by foreign leaders?

The President. I have no idea. I did my
job. It was my job, and I did it the best I
could.

Q. Don’t you think it will have some politi-
cal effects——

Q. Any political considerations, Mr. Presi-
dent, at all?

The President. I have no idea. It’s my job.
I did exactly what I said I’d do in the cam-
paign when confronted by circumstances like
this. The evidence was clear. And we took
the appropriate action. And it was the right
thing to do for the United States, and I feel
quite comfortable with it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House.
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