
1216 July 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

dren to participate in the program during the
summer.

By utilizing competitive sports as a means
of expression, it has allowed these children
to express their pain and deal with their dif-
ficult living conditions in a positive way, rath-
er than in a self-destructive manner. For
many of these children, a sense of accom-
plishment and empowerment has taken the
place of despair. I urge all Americans to join
me on this special day to celebrate the signifi-
cant gains that NYSP’s 25 years of service
has provided to these children.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
88, has designated July 1, 1993, as ‘‘National
Youth Sports Program Day’’ and has re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 1, 1993, as National
Youth Sports Program Day. I call upon all
Americans to observe this day by demonstrat-
ing their respect for all those individuals who
participate so successfully in these programs
and by showing gratitude for those who un-
selfishly share their experiences, skills, and
talents with the disadvantaged youths who
participate in NYSP activities across the
country.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of July, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:21 p.m., July 1, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on July 6.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Somalia
July 1, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my letter to you of June 10, 1993, re-

garding the deployment of U.S. Armed
Forces to Somalia, I reported on the deplor-
able June 5 attacks on United Nations Oper-

ation in Somalia forces (UNOSOM II) insti-
gated by one of Somalia’s factional leaders.
I also reported to you that on June 6, 1993,
the U.N. Security Council adopted Resolu-
tion 837, which strongly condemned the
unprovoked June 5 attacks that left 23 Paki-
stani peacekeepers dead. In addition, the Se-
curity Council reemphasized the crucial im-
portance of the disarmament of all Somali
parties, and reaffirmed the Secretary Gen-
eral’s authority under Chapter VII of the
U.N. Charter ‘‘to take all necessary measures
against those responsible for the armed at-
tacks [of June 5], including against those re-
sponsible for publicly inciting such attacks,
to establish the effective authority of
UNOSOM II throughout Somalia, including
to secure the investigation of their actions
and their arrest and detention for prosecu-
tion, trial and punishment.’’

Since that time, the United Nations has
acted resolutely to restore order in
Mogadishu and to protect U.N. forces. These
actions have ensured that the world commu-
nity’s crucial humanitarian efforts in Somalia
and the national reconciliation process in that
country will continue to move forward. In
view of these developments (in particular the
role of U.S. Armed Forces in the recent
U.N.-led activities in Somalia), and because
of my desire that the Congress be kept fully
informed regarding significant deployments
of U.S. Armed Forces, I am providing this
supplement to my earlier report.

In planning appropriate measures to re-
spond to the violence and to implement the
Security Council’s mandate, the United Na-
tions was able to draw upon the superb capa-
bilities of the U.S. Armed Forces that re-
mained in Somalia following the transition
to UNOSOM II. In addition to the logistics
and other support personnel assigned to
UNOSOM II, the Quick Reaction Forces
(QRF)—under U.S. operational control—
was available to assist UNOSOM II during
emergencies. At the height of the U.S.-led
Unified Task Force (UNITAF) operations,
just over 25,000 U.S. Armed Forces person-
nel were deployed to Somalia. Consistent
with U.S. policy objectives, the current small-
er U.S. contribution of approximately 4,400
personnel reflects the increased participation
by other U.N. Member States.
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United States Armed Forces played an ex-
tremely important role in the successful ef-
forts of UNOSOM II to restore stability to
the area and to enable U.N. humanitarian
operations in Somalia to proceed. First, after
determining that the leadership of one of So-
malia’s factions had planned and incited the
June 5 attacks on U.N. peacekeepers,
UNOSOM II initiated air and ground mili-
tary operations in the early morning hours
of June 12. Primary targets included weapons
and ordnance caches and a radio facility that
had been used to foment violence towards
U.N. forces and opposition to implementa-
tion of the Security Council’s humanitarian
mandate in Somalia. United States fixed-
wing and helicopter aircraft operating as part
of the QRF, in support of UNOSOM II, de-
stroyed or disabled those targets in a well-
planned effort consistent with the Security
Council’s disarmament objectives and the
mandate to restore security. United States
forces sustained no casualties.

On June 17, the Special Representative of
the Secretary General, acting pursuant to Se-
curity Council Resolution 837, ordered the
arrest of General Mohammed Farah Aideed
for alleged criminal acts against UNOSOM
II peacekeeping forces on June 5. In addi-
tion, UNOSOM II forces conducted further
coordinated ground and air operations de-
signed to search, clear, and disarm the fac-
tional stronghold of General Aideed in south
Mogadishu that posed a continuing threat to
U.N. operations. Ground and aerial broad-
casts warned civilians to leave the area. Tar-
gets included weapons and ammunition
caches, command and control facilities, and
defensive positions. Once again, the U.S.
QRF, in support of UNOSOM II, conducted
air attacks, followed by search and clearing
operations on the ground by non-U.S.
UNOSOM II military personnel. Only one
U.S. military member sustained minor injury,
although there were several deaths and a
number of injuries among UNOSOM II
forces from other nations due to resistance
by militia units and sniper fire. Although
Aideed has not yet been arrested, the June
17 operation accomplished the objective of
securing Aideed’s compound and neutraliz-
ing military capabilities that had posed a
major obstacle to U.N. efforts to deliver hu-

manitarian relief, facilitate political reconcili-
ation, and promote national reconstruction.

We now see renewed opportunity for
UNOSOM II to move forward steadily to-
wards fulfillment of the humanitarian man-
date of the Security Council that is shared
by the world community. By countering the
lawless, unprovoked violence against U.N.
peacekeepers, the United Nations has gone
far towards preserving the credibility and se-
curity of peacekeeping forces in Somalia and
throughout the world. United States forces
remain on guard along with those of our U.N.
partners to counter any threats to the impor-
tant U.N. mission in Somalia, should they
arise.

As before, I remain committed to ensuring
that the Congress is kept fully informed on
U.S. peacekeeping contributions and the use
of U.S. Armed Forces for these vital pur-
poses. I look forward to continuing discus-
sions and close cooperation with you on these
and related issues.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Statement on the Reduction of
Interest Rates in Germany
July 1, 1993

Today’s news that Germany has cut inter-
est rates again is welcome news. With over
22 million people out of work in Europe, and
our economy at last beginning to create jobs
again, Germany’s responsible fiscal and mon-
etary actions could not have come at a more
critical time for both Europe and the United
States. It is also another sign that when
America takes the lead in cutting its deficit
and getting interest rates down we encourage
other major nations to follow our lead in
spurring global growth. By getting our house
in order, we have facilitated pro-growth poli-
cies in Europe that mean more demand for
American products overseas and more jobs
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