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and the Canadians have been supportive of
the idea that we ought to try to make sure
that there’s no environmental degradation.
So I still think we can pass it. And we’re going
to work on it.

Q. In more general terms, I think you’d
agree that NAFTA’s in considerable trouble
in Congress and with American public opin-
ion. At what point are you going to get out
and start aggressively selling this agreement,
rather than leaving it to Ross Perot and other
critics of NAFTA to make the running on
it?

The President. Well, first of all, I’ve had
a very consistent and clear public position
on it. But I can only undertake one major
battle at a time. And right now, I’ve got to
pass this big budget and economic program.
It’s a dramatic change from the last 12 years
of economic policy in the U.S. It’s tough. It’s
controversial. We’re going to do it, I think.
But that will be over soon.

Then the second thing is, in order to sell
it, we have to define exactly what ‘‘it’’ is,
which means that we have to conclude our
negotiations on the supplemental agreement.
We’ll do that soon. And then I’ll be out there
working hard to sell it. We have the votes,
I believe, in the Senate to pass it. We do
not have the votes in the House to pass it.
I think we can get the votes when we point
out it will create jobs, not cost jobs. If we
don’t do it, it will really be difficult. And all
the things people worry about, you know,
jobs going to Mexico, that can all happen
today. It has nothing to do with NAFTA.

Q. Mr. President, our time is over. We
thank you very much.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:30 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In the inter-
view, the President referred to Slobodan
Milosevic, President of Serbia; Radovan Karadzic,
leader of the Bosnian Serbs; and Somali warlord
Mohamed Farah Aideed. Journalists participating
in the interview were Hidetoshi Fujisawa, NHK,
Japan; Trevor McDonald, ITN, United Kingdom;
Sergei Goryachev, Ostankino, Russia; David
Halton, CBC, Canada; Jean-Marc Illouz, France
TV II; Jochen Schweizer, ARD, Germany; and
Giuseppe Lugato, RAI TV I, Italy. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
interview. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6578—National
Literacy Day, 1993 and 1994
July 2, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America is a grand and prosperous Nation.
We enjoy the highest standard of living of
any major nation, and we lead the world in
many other aspects. For instance, many of
the greatest educational institutions in the
world are American. However, despite this
success—or maybe because of it—Americans
take many things for granted. Our relative
wealth has often led us to neglect the basic
strengths on which this Nation was founded
and has prospered. One of these strengths
is an education level for all Americans ade-
quate to support a productive work force,
strong family structures, and a responsible
citizenry.

Literacy is fundamental for all facets of
life, yet there are approximately 27 million
adults who lack the most fundamental skills
necessary to survive and succeed in our soci-
ety. It is my goal as President of the United
States to give all Americans the opportunity
to learn to read, write, and develop basic
skills. National Literacy Day provides us a
time to reaffirm our commitment to ensuring
that all Americans possess the basic reading
and math skills on which all further learning
must be built.

The fifth National Education Goal calls for
every American, by the year 2000, to possess
the knowledge and skills necessary to com-
pete in a global economy. That goal high-
lights one critical fact of life: The world of
work is changing rapidly. Americans, and es-
pecially young Americans, will never succeed
in tomorrow’s economy with yesterday’s
skills. That is why we must have the courage
to change our education system to face the
challenges of the 21st century.

My Administration’s education reform leg-
islation, the Goals 2000: Educate America
Act, establishes high academic and occupa-
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tional standards, while providing support to
States and communities to help them reach
those standards. Fifty million Americans
have no high school diploma, and half of
those who do graduate do not go on to col-
lege. We must be sure that these Americans
receive the education and training they need
to compete in a high-wage, high-skills eco-
nomic climate.

Literacy is not a luxury. It is a right and
a responsibility. It is hard for most of us to
imagine functioning in our society without
the ability to complete a job application or
balance a checkbook. It is a disadvantage that
is intolerable in a Nation dedicated to the
principles of freedom and equality.

In recent years progress has been made
toward a more widely literate society. States
and communities, volunteer and religious or-
ganizations, businesses and labor organiza-
tions have all made invaluable contributions
to raising public awareness and assisting
undereducated adults. I applaud the good
work that these groups have done, and I en-
courage them to join in a partnership with
our Federal initiatives to completely erase
American illiteracy by the year 2000.

To recognize the urgent need to increase
literacy to ensure the future well-being of our
country and all its citizens, the Congress, by
House Joint Resolution 213, has designated
July 2, 1993, and July 2, 1994, as ‘‘National
Literacy Day’’ and has requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in observance
of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 2, 1993, and July
2, 1994, as ‘‘National Literacy Day.’’

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of July, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:53 a.m., July 6, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 7. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Meetings With South
African Leaders
July 2, 1993

The President held separate meetings this
afternoon with South African State President
F.W. de Klerk and African National Con-
gress President Nelson Mandela. The meet-
ings lasted about 30 minutes each.

The two meetings focused on the process
of democratic reform in South Africa and
how the United States can assist that historic
process. The President expressed his appre-
ciation for the leadership demonstrated by
both individuals in moving South Africa to-
wards the threshold of a nonracial democ-
racy. He expressed particular admiration to
President Mandela for his courage and dig-
nity through decades of struggle and sacrifice
against the evils of apartheid and to President
de Klerk for his wisdom and determination
in moving to dismantle that destructive sys-
tem. He welcomed the announcement ear-
lier today of the setting of a date for holding
the first nonracial elections in South Africa’s
history and the progress made toward cre-
ation of a Transitional Executive Council
(TEC) which will help ensure those elections
are free and fair.

The President welcomed the progress
achieved in the negotiations in the last few
days and commended all those working for
a peaceful transition to democracy. He
pledged that the United States will be a full
partner in building democracy in South Afri-
ca, including continued support for programs
of voter education and training of election
monitors. He stressed the need to begin to
tackle the cruel legacies of apartheid, includ-
ing economic inequity, unemployment, inad-
equate housing, and poor education for
South Africa’s nonwhite population. He said
that the United States will press for a com-
mitment at the G–7 summit in Tokyo next
week to reintegrate South Africa into the
world economy with agreement on a non-
racial democracy.

The President noted that the administra-
tion is working with Congress and
antiapartheid groups to develop additional
support measures once negotiations have
progressed to the point where it is appro-
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