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was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks to the Korean National
Assembly in Seoul
July 10, 1993

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, lead-
ers of the National Assembly, members of
all political parties here present joined to-
gether in our common devotion to democ-
racy.

It is a great honor for me to be here today
with my wife, with the United States Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Defense,
with other military and political leaders from
our Government in this great hall of democ-
racy.

I first visited your beautiful capital city 5
years ago. Since then, Korea’s energy and
culture have shown themselves in many new
ways: Your bustling capital has continued to
grow. Your economy has continued to ex-
pand. Your nation hosted the Olympics and
has taken its place as a full member of the
United Nations. You have established new
ties to Russia and to China. But no achieve-
ment is more important than the consolida-
tion of your democracy with the election of
a bold democrat, President Kim Young Sam.

Geography has placed our two nations far
apart, but history has drawn us close to-
gether. Ours is a friendship formed in blood
as our troops fought shoulder to shoulder in
defense of freedom. Then as Korea’s econ-
omy became the ‘‘miracle on the Han,’’ we
built an economic partnership that today ex-
ceeds $30 billion in fairly well-balanced
trade. Today, Korea’s democratic progress
adds yet another bond of shared values be-
tween our two peoples.

When President Truman sent American
troops to Korea’s defense 43 years ago, he
said he aimed to prove that, and I quote,
‘‘Free men under God can build a commu-
nity of neighbors working together for the
good of all.’’ Our efforts together since then
have benefited all our peoples, not only the
people of our own countries but in the Asian
Pacific region, all who seek to live in peace
and freedom. Our relationship has made this
region more secure, more prosperous, and
more free. Now with the cold war over and

profound changes sweeping throughout your
country, this whole populous region, and in-
deed throughout the world, we must create
a new vision of how we as a community of
neighbors can live in peace. I believe the
time has come to create a new Pacific com-
munity built on shared strength, shared pros-
perity, and a shared commitment to demo-
cratic values.

Today I want to discuss the fundamentals
of security for that new Pacific community
and the role the United States intends to
play. I had the opportunity just a few days
ago at the G–7 summit in Tokyo to travel
to Waseda University to talk about the eco-
nomic aspects of that new partnership. And
I think clearly all the economic reforms that
we can make will benefit a great market sys-
tem like Korea.

But we must always remember that secu-
rity comes first. Above all, the United States
intends to remain actively engaged in this re-
gion. America is, after all, a Pacific nation.
We have many peoples from all over Asia
now making their home in America, includ-
ing more than one million Koreans. We have
fought three wars here in this century. We
must not squander that investment. The best
way for us to deter regional aggression, per-
petuate the region’s robust economic growth,
and secure our own maritime and other in-
terests is be an active presence. We must and
we will continue to lead.

To some in America there is a fear that
America’s global leadership is an outdated
luxury we can no longer afford. Well, they
are wrong. In truth, our global leadership has
never been a more indispensable or a more
worthwhile investment for us. So long as we
remain bordered by oceans and powered by
trade, so long as our flag is a symbol of de-
mocracy and hope to a fractious world, the
imperative of America’s leadership will re-
main.

I believe there are four priorities for the
security of our new Pacific community: first,
a continued American military commitment
to this region; second, stronger efforts to
combat the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction; third, new regional dialogs on
the full range of our common security chal-
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lenges; and last, support for democracy and
more open societies throughout this region.

The bedrock of America’s security role in
the Asian Pacific must be a continued mili-
tary presence. In a period of change, we need
to preserve what has been reliable. Today we
therefore affirm our five bilateral security
agreements with Korea, with Japan, with
Australia, with the Philippines, and with
Thailand.

Those agreements work because they
serve the interests of each of the states. They
enable the U.S. Armed Forces to maintain
a substantial forward presence. At the same
time they have enabled Asia to focus less en-
ergy on an arms race and more energy on
the peaceful race toward economic develop-
ment and opportunity for the peoples of this
region.

The contribution Japan and Korea made
to defray the cost of stationing our forces un-
derscores the importance of that presence to
both of those countries. There is no better
example of that commitment than our alli-
ance with your nation.

As the cold war recedes into history, a di-
vided Korea remains one of its most bitter
legacies. Our nation has always joined yours
in believing that one day Korea’s artificial di-
vision will end. We support Korea’s peaceful
unification on terms acceptable to the Ko-
rean people. And when the reunification
comes, we will stand beside you in making
the transition on the terms that you have out-
lined. But that day has not yet arrived. The
demilitarized zone still traces a stark line be-
tween safety and danger. North Korea’s mil-
lion men in arms, most stationed within 30
miles of the DMZ, continue to pose a threat.
Its troubling nuclear program raises ques-
tions about its intentions. Its internal repres-
sion and irresponsible weapons sales show
North Korea is not yet willing to be a respon-
sible member of the community of nations.

So let me say clearly: Our commitment to
Korea’s security remains undiminished. The
Korean Peninsula remains a vital American
interest. Our troops will stay here as long as
the Korean people want and need us here.

We lost tens of thousands of America’s
best in Korea’s mountains and mud and sky.
But Korea lost millions. That sacrifice af-
firmed some old truths: Vulnerability invites

aggression; peace depends upon deterrence.
We cannot forget those lessons again.

And so it is throughout the region. Our
commitment to an active military presence
remains. Our mutual agreement with the
Philippines to close our bases there should
not be cause for Asian alarm. The larger pic-
ture tells a different story. We have obtained
increased access for our forces throughout
Southeast Asia to facilitate our presence and,
if necessary, to project our forces beyond the
region.

Here in Korea we have frozen American
troop withdrawals and are modernizing Ko-
rean and American forces on the peninsula.
We have deployed to Japan the Belleau
Wood Amphibious Group and the U.S.S.
Independence Battle Group, the largest and
most modern in the world. These are not
signs of disengagement. These are signs that
America intends to stay.

The second security priority for our new
Pacific Community is to combat the spread
of weapons of mass destruction and their
means of delivery. We cannot let the expand-
ing threat of these deadly weapons replace
the cold war nightmare of nuclear annihila-
tion. And today, that possibility is too real.
North Korea appears committed to indis-
criminate sales of the SCUD missiles that
were such a source of terror and destruction
in the Persian Gulf. Now it is developing,
testing, and looking to export a more power-
ful missile with a range of 600 miles or more,
enough for North Korea to threaten Osaka
or for Iran to threaten Tel Aviv.

We have serious concerns as well about
China’s compliance with international stand-
ards against missile proliferation. And since
both you and we are attempting to engage
China in a more extensive trade relationship,
I hope together we can have a positive influ-
ence against that development.

The Pacific nations simply must develop
new ways to combat the spread of biological,
chemical, and missile technologies. And in
the coming weeks, the U.S. will propose new
efforts aimed at that goal. But no specter
hangs over this peninsula or this region more
darkly than the danger of nuclear prolifera-
tion. Nearly 160 nations have now joined to
resist that threat through the Nuclear Non-
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Proliferation Treaty, the most universally
supported treaty in all history.

Now, for the first time since that treaty
was open for signatures, one of its members
has threatened to withdraw. Our goals re-
main firm. We seek a nonnuclear Korean Pe-
ninsula and robust global rules against pro-
liferation. That is why we urge North Korea
to reaffirm its commitment to the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty, to fulfill its full-scope safe-
guards obligations to the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency, including IAEA inspec-
tions of undeclared nuclear sites, and to im-
plement bilateral inspections under the
South-North nuclear accord.

Our goal is not endless discussions but cer-
tifiable compliance. North Korea must un-
derstand our intentions. We are seeking to
prevent aggression, not to initiate it. And so
long as North Korea abides by the U.N.
Charter and international nonproliferation
commitments, it has nothing to fear from
America.

The U.S. has worked to bring North Korea
back within the fold of nuclear responsibility.
But your nation, too, has a critical role to
play. The future of this peninsula is for you
and North Korea to shape. The South-North
nuclear accord you negotiated goes even fur-
ther than existing international accords. It
not only banishes nuclear weapons from the
peninsula, it also bans the production of nu-
clear materials that could be used to make
those weapons. We urge full implementation
of this path-breaking accord which can serve
as a model for other regions of nuclear ten-
sion.

Even as we address immediate concerns
such as proliferation, we must also have a
vision of how we will meet the broader chal-
lenges of this era. That is what I sought to
create during the recently concluded G–7
talks, for example, by proposing new ways
to focus on new problems such as the slow
pace of job creation in the G–7 countries.
And it is why I have proposed a NATO sum-
mit so that we can adapt that institution to
new times and new challenges.

In both Asia and Europe the dominant
unitary threat of Soviet aggression has dis-
appeared. In both regions, the end of the
cold war has allowed a host of problems to
emerge or to reappear, such as ancient ethnic

rivalries, regional tensions, flows of refugees,
and the trafficking of deadly weapons and
dangerous drugs.

In Europe these changes require us to
adapt an existing security institution, NATO.
In the Pacific no institution exists. Moreover,
since the Asian Pacific face a unitary threat,
there is no need for us to create one single
alliance. The challenge for the Asian Pacific
in this decade, instead, is to develop multiple
new arrangements to meet multiple threats
and opportunities. These arrangements can
function like overlapping plates of armor, in-
dividually providing protection and together
covering the full body of our common secu-
rity concerns.

Some new arrangements may involve
groups of nations confronting immediate
problems. This is the model we pursued to
address North Korea’s nuclear program. Our
two nations worked not only with each other
but also with Japan and with others who
could bring their influence to bear. Other ar-
rangements may involve peacekeeping, such
as the massive and promising U.N. effort to
support reconciliation in Cambodia. Still oth-
ers may pursue confidence-building meas-
ures to head off regional or subregional dis-
putes.

We also need new regional security dia-
logs. This month’s ASEAN post-ministerial
conference in Singapore, which the United
States will attend, offers an immediate op-
portunity to further such a dialog. Korea can
play a vital role in the region’s new arrange-
ments, for it stands at the center of northeast
Asia, within 2 hours by air from Singapore,
Tokyo, Beijing, and Vladivostok.

The many economic discussions within the
region also can play a role. By lowering bar-
riers to trade and investment, we can gen-
erate jobs, ease regional tensions, and thus
enhance regional security. That is why I wel-
come the new dialog for economic coopera-
tion our two nations are launching on this
visit. And that is why I announced in Japan
that I would like to host an informal eco-
nomic conference among APEC’s leaders
following the ministerial meeting in Seattle,
Washington, this fall.

The goal of all these efforts is to integrate,
not isolate, the region’s powers. China is a
key example. We believe China cannot be
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a full partner in the world community until
it respects human rights and international
agreements on trade and weapon sales. But
we also are prepared to involve China in
building this region’s new security and eco-
nomic architectures. We need an involved
and engaged China, not an isolated China.

Some in the U.S. have been reluctant to
enter into regional security dialogs in Asia.
They fear it would seem a pretext for Amer-
ican withdrawal from the area. But I see this
as a way to supplement our alliances and for-
ward military presence, not to supplant them.

These dialogs can ensure that the end of
the cold war does not provide an opening
for regional rivalries, chaos, and arms races.
They can build a foundation for our shared
security well into the 21st century.

Ultimately, the guarantee of our security
must rest in the character and the intentions
of the region’s nations themselves. That is
why our final security priority must be to sup-
port the spread of democracy throughout the
Asian Pacific. Democracies not only are more
likely to meet the needs and respect the
rights of their people, they also make better
neighbors. They do not wage war on each
other, practice terrorism, generate refugees
or traffick in drugs and outlaw weapons. They
make more reliable partners in trade and in
the kind of dialogs we announced today.

Today, some argue democracy and human
rights are somehow unsuited to parts of Asia
or that they mask some cultural imperialism
on the part of the West. My ear is drawn
instead to more compelling voices: the Chai
Ling, who proclaim democracy’s spirit at
Tiananmen Square; to Aung San Suukyi
whose eloquent opposition to repression in
Burma has stirred the entire world; to Boris
Yeltsin who is leading Russia toward becom-
ing a great democratic power on the Pacific;
and to your own President Kim and others
in this multiparty assembly who have helped
democracy flower here in the Land of the
Morning Calm.

You are truly an example to people all over
the Asian Pacific region because you have
had the courage to confront the issues of po-
litical reform and economic reform; to ask
the hard questions of yourselves; to have the
public debates necessary when people hon-
estly seek to improve and open their society

and move forward. And I salute you on behalf
of freedom-loving people everywhere in the
world.

To be sure, every nation must retain its
own culture, and we will all struggle about
what it means to define that. But Korea
proves that democracy and human rights are
not Western imports. They flow from the in-
ternal spirit of human beings because they
reflect universal aspirations.

Now we must respond to those aspirations
throughout this region. We must support the
nongovernmental organizations that seek to
strengthen Asia’s building blocks of civic so-
ciety, such as open elections, trade unions,
and a free press. And we must deploy accu-
rate news and information against Asia’s
closed societies. I have proposed creating an
Asian democracy radio for this purpose, and
I look forward to its establishment in the near
future.

Two hundred seventeen years ago, Ameri-
ca’s founders declared the rights of self-gov-
ernment to be God-given, and therefore in-
alienable. Today, here on Asian soil, let us
together reaffirm that declaration, not only
as an article of faith but as a sturdy building
block in our region’s shared security.

This, then, is our Nation’s vision for secu-
rity in the new Pacific community: a contin-
ued United States military presence, new ef-
forts to combat proliferation, new regional
security dialogs, and vigorous support for de-
mocracies and democratic movements.
These elements of security can help create
a Pacific region where economic competition
is vigorous but peaceful; where diverse na-
tions work as partners to improve their
shared security; where democracy, as well as
balanced military strength, takes its place as
a guardian of our security.

We will not realize every aspect of that
vision overnight, nor will the new Pacific
community come to pass without great effort.
But neither of our nations is a stranger to
hard work.

I think in particular, of the image of your
great long-distance runner, Hwang Yung
Cho, who endured the final steep hill in Bar-
celona to capture the gold in the marathon
in the 1992 Olympics. His energy and perse-
verance captured the spirit of the Korean
people who have not only endured but pros-

VerDate 14-MAY-98 15:36 May 26, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P28JY4.014 INET01



1314 July 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

pered through a long, hard, and challenging
history. We respect that spirit. We honor
your values. We have stood shoulder to
shoulder with you in days past, and so it shall
be in the days ahead. The struggle for free-
dom and democracy and opportunity is, in-
deed, a marathon. Let us run the race to-
gether.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:33 p.m. in the
National Assembly Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Park Jyun Kyu, Speaker of the National
Assembly. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a State Dinner in Seoul
July 10, 1993

President and Mrs. Kim, distinguished
guests: First let me, on behalf of my wife
and all the Americans here present, thank
you for the warm hospitality we have already
received. I had a very fine meeting today with
President Kim and then had the opportunity
to be the guest of the Speaker at the National
Assembly.

Tonight we celebrate the warm friendship
between our two nations. Forty-three years
ago America and the Republic of Korea
joined forces to preserve freedom on the pe-
ninsula. The times then were perilous, and
few could have imagined just how successful
those efforts would be. Your nation’s remark-
able development has made Korea a model
today for other nations seeking to join the
ranks of the developed world. And your rising
prosperity is now complemented in the lead-
ership of President Kim by a second ‘‘miracle
on the Han,’’ the flowering of democracy.
President Kim, you have been an eloquent
voice for democracy when democracy was
not an easy thing to advocate. Your values
and your valor have led the people of Korea
to a new level of freedom.

And so I come, along with our party, to
Korea to discuss, in the spirit of friendship,
the challenges that lie ahead; to continue a
dedicated partnership between our two peo-
ples; to affirm our resolute commitment to
Korea’s security; and to begin a personal
partnership with you, Mr. President, which
I know will flourish in the years ahead.

In our separate Inaugural Addresses, Mr.
President, we each invoked the image of a
season of rebirth. You heralded the hope of
a new spring, and I suggested a new spring
of hope. Now as we enter the summer
months, let us celebrate the meeting of our
minds and rejoice in the warm friendship be-
tween America and Korea.

With great respect, I ask everyone here
to join me in a toast to you, Mr. President,
and to the Republic of Korea for peace, for
democracy, for eventual unification, and for
continued prosperity.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. at the
Blue House. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
July 10, 1993

Good morning. This week I’ve been in
Tokyo attending the annual summit of the
world’s seven major industrial nations. This
year we devoted most of the time to an issue
critical to most Americans, how to create
more jobs and more prosperity.

In this era, our standard of living is increas-
ingly linked to other countries. The more
other nations lower their trade barriers, the
more American firms can export. And the
more we export, the more jobs we’ll create.
The more the economies of other nations ex-
pand, the more their people can buy our
products, creating even more American jobs.
Our exports to other countries account for
some 7 million American jobs. And most of
our job growth over the last decade has come
from increases in our sales overseas.

For some weeks, I’ve been saying that the
more we get our own economic house in
order, the more we can get our trading part-
ners to open up their markets and expand
their own economies. That was clearly true
this week. My hand was strengthened in
these meetings with other world leaders be-
cause of everything the American people
have been doing: calling for change, pushing
the Congress to cut the deficit and increase
investment in American jobs, demanding
that we reform our campaign laws, our Gov-

VerDate 14-MAY-98 15:36 May 26, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P28JY4.014 INET01


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T14:28:23-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




