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fostering closer ties between museums and
their local communities,’’ the President said.
‘‘With her unique background as the founder
of her own museum, I am confident she will
do an excellent job directing the IMS in its
efforts to support America’s museums, his-
torical sites, and zoos.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Deputy
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration
August 10, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate small business entrepreneur
Cassandra Pulley Robinson as Deputy Ad-
ministrator at the Small Business Administra-
tion.

‘‘As someone who has started a business
herself, Cassandra Robinson understands the
challenges new business people face. I am
confident she will do an excellent job assist-
ing Erskine Bowles at the head of SBA as
we work to better opportunities for small and
growing businesses,’’ the President said.

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Inspector General of
the Department of Labor
August 10, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Charles C. Masten, a
former FBI agent and Deputy Inspector
General at the Labor Department, to be that
Department’s Inspector General.

‘‘I am very pleased to be naming Charles
Masten, an experienced investigator with a
thorough understanding of the Department
of Labor, to this position. I think he will con-
tinue to serve well,’’ said the President.

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Announcing the Anticrime
Initiative and an Exchange With
Reporters
August 11, 1993

The President. Thank you very much. Mr.
Vice President and Attorney General, distin-
guished Members of the Congress, the law
enforcement community, and concerned
American citizens. I’m glad to have all of you
here in the Rose Garden today for this im-
portant announcement. I want to say a spe-
cial word of appreciation to Senator Biden
and to Chairman Brooks, who have worked
for a long time to try to get a good crime
bill through the United States Congress. I
hope today is the beginning of that.

I’m proud to be here with representatives
of the Nation’s police and prosecutors and
States attorneys general with whom we have
worked closely to fashion this bill. And it
gives me particular pleasure to be here with
some of the brave men and women who risk
their lives every day to protect the people
of this country and to preserve the law.

The first duty of any government is to try
to keep its citizens safe, but clearly too many
Americans are not safe today. We no longer
have the freedom from fear for all our citi-
zens that is essential to security and to pros-
perity. The past 4 years have seen 90,000
murders in this country. Last month in this
city, our Nation’s Capital, in one week 24
murders were committed. When our chil-
dren must pass through metal detectors to
go to school or worry that they’ll be the vic-
tim of random drive-by shootings when
they’re playing in the swimming pool in the
summertime, when parents are imprisoned
in their own apartments behind locked doors,
when we can’t walk the streets of our cities
without fear, we have lost an essential ele-
ment of our civilization.

Many of you have heard me tell many
times over the last year and a half or so of
the immigrant worker in the New York hotel
who said that if I became President he just
wanted me to make his son free. And when
I asked him what he meant, he meant that
his son couldn’t walk to school two blocks
without his walking with him, his son couldn’t
play in the park across the street from their
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apartment house without his father being
there. He said his son was not free.

It’s time we put aside the divisions of party
and philosophy and put our best efforts to
work on a crime plan that will help all the
American people and go beyond the cynicism
of mere speeches to clear action.

Today I’m proud to be here with the chairs
of the House and the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittees to announce this plan. The plan is
not—it’s tough. It is fair. It will put police
on the street and criminals in jail. It expands
the Federal death penalty to let criminals
know that if they are guilty, they will be pun-
ished. It lets law-abiding citizens know that
we are working to give them the safety they
deserve. It is the beginning, just the begin-
ning but a major beginning, of a long-term
strategy to make America a more law-abid-
ing, peaceful place and to make Americans
more secure and to give our young people,
wherever they live, a better chance to grow
up, to learn, to function, to work, and to have
a decent life.

This bill first addresses the most pressing
need in the fight against crime. There simply
are not enough police officers on the beat.
The plan is designed to make the major
downpayment on the pledge that I made in
the campaign to put 100,000 police officers
on the street. Thirty years ago there were
three police officers for every violent crime.
Today the ratio is reversed, three crimes for
every police officer.

Like so many of the best ideas, community
policing was spawned in the laboratories of
experimentation on the streets of our cities
and towns. Then-commissioner Lee Brown
of New York, now my Drug Director, sent
some 3,000 additional police officers onto the
streets of New York City, launching commu-
nity policing in every precinct. Then shortly
thereafter, for the first time in 36 years,
crime rates went down in every major cat-
egory. It’s worked from Boston to St. Louis,
to Los Angeles.

The crime bill that will be introduced next
month will include $3.4 billion to fund up
to 50,000 new police officers to walk the beat.
It will also create a police corps to give young
people money for college, train them in com-
munity policing, and ask them to return to
their communities to serve as police officers

in return for their education. This will add
to the numerous community policing initia-
tives we have already undertaken. For exam-
ple, earlier this year I signed a jobs bill that
will make $150 million available right away
to hire or rehire police officers. And I’m
happy to report that the Labor Department
will allocate $10 million to retrain newly dis-
charged troops from the United States
Armed Forces to become police officers.
After defending our freedom abroad, they’ll
be given a chance to do so at home.

Second, we must end the insanity of being
able to buy or sell a handgun more easily
than obtaining a driver’s license. The Brady
bill, which requires a waiting period before
the purchase of a handgun, is simply com-
mon sense. I have said so before Congress
and before the American people. It is long
past time to pass it. If the Congress will pass
it, I will sign it. I believe now that Congress
will pass it. There is no conceivable excuse
to delay this action one more day.

The effort to keep handguns out of the
hands of criminals cannot and should not
wait for the passage of this legislation. Today
I will sign two Presidential directives that
fight gun violence. I am ordering that the
rules governing gun dealers be reviewed to
make sure that only legitimate gun dealers
are in the business of selling guns. And I am
ordering the Treasury Department to take
the necessary action to suspend the importa-
tion of foreign-made assault pistols, which
have become the weapons of choice for many
gangs and drug dealers. Too many weapons
of war are making their way onto our streets
and turning our streets into war zones. Let
me also say that this effort against crime will
not be complete if we do not eliminate as-
sault weapons from our streets. No other na-
tion would tolerate roving gangs stalking the
streets better armed than the police officers
of a country. Why do we do it? We shouldn’t,
and we ought to stop it.

Finally, if we are to take back the streets
of America from the gangs and the drug deal-
ers, we must do what has not been done be-
fore: We must actually enact a crime bill.
This legislation will be introduced by Chair-
men Biden and Brooks, and it will build upon
a lot of good ideas from around the country,
including one I worked hard on when I was
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Governor, community boot camps for young
offenders, boot camps which give young peo-
ple the discipline, the training, the treatment
they need for a second chance to build a good
life. When it comes to hardened, violent
criminals, society has the right to impose the
most severe penalties, but I believe we
should give young people a chance to make
it.

As I said during the campaign and as I
said during my tenure as a Governor, I sup-
port capital punishment. This legislation will
reform procedures by limiting death-row in-
mates to a single habeas corpus appeal within
a 6-month time limit but also guaranteeing
them a higher standard of legal representa-
tion than many have had in the past. Both
elements are important if this is to be genu-
ine reform. And it will provide the death pen-
alty for some Federal offenses, including kill-
ing a Federal law enforcement officer.

As I said, this is just the beginning of our
efforts to restore the rule of law on our
streets. To do this we must work with thou-
sands of law enforcement officials around the
country who risk their lives every day. We
must work with the mayors, with the Gov-
ernors; we must work with the people who
deal with children before they become crimi-
nals. We must have a broad-based assault on
the terrible things that are rending the fabric
of life for millions of Americans.

But we in Washington must work together,
too. For too long, crime has been used as
a way to divide Americans with rhetoric. It
is time—and I thank the Republican Mem-
bers of Congress who are here today—it is
time to use crime as a way to unite Americans
through action. I call on the Democrats and
the Republicans together to work with us and
with the law enforcement community to craft
the best possible crime legislation.

Last week we began to break the gridlock
with a new budget and an economic plan.
Now we can do so again in ways that unite
us as Americans. And I pledge to you my
best and strongest efforts to pass this bill at
the earliest possible time. There are good
things in it. It will make our people safer.
It will shore up our police officers. It will
move America in the right direction.

May I now introduce the person who has
done a great deal to do all those things just

in the last few months, our distinguished At-
torney General, Janet Reno.

[At this point, Attorney General Janet Reno,
Senator Joseph Biden, Representative Jack
Brooks, Mississippi attorney general Mike
Moore, National Association of District At-
torneys president William O’Malley, and
Boston, MA, police commissioner William
Bratton made brief remarks.]

Meeting With Pope John Paul II
Q. [Inaudible]—your visit with the Pope

tomorrow, what you anticipate from it?
The President. [Inaudible]—I’m really

very, very excited. I’m looking forward to the
visit, and I’m honored that he’s come to the
United States.

Gun Control
Q. Mr. President, there are all sorts of at-

tempts to water down the Brady bill. Are you
one of those purists that Chairman Brooks
talked about, or would you consider amend-
ments to water it down?

The President. That bill shouldn’t be
amended. It’s a modest bill, and I think it
ought to be passed like it is. We would like
to see the Senate go on and do it. I feel very
strongly about it. I also associate myself with
the other remarks of the Attorney General.
I think it’s the beginning. It’s not the end
of the process by any means.

Q. What would you like to see on hand-
guns?

The President. Well, I think extending
the ban on imported handguns is important,
which I will do today. Then Congress is de-
bating this whole issue of assault weapons
generally, broad definition, and we’ll see
what we can come out with. But you know,
there’s a bill in the House; there’s a bill in
the Senate. And I’d like the crime bill to pass,
and then I’d like for that to be debated.

Q. Would you do the Brady bill separate?
Q. Yes, would you do the Brady bill sepa-

rately or as part of the crime——
The President. It’s fine with me, what-

ever—done. I would prefer to get it as quick-
ly as possible, but I think the important thing
is that it be passed in a strong and clear and
unambiguous form.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 10:38 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P32AU4.012 INET01



1605Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Aug. 11

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:43 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Memorandum on Importation of
Assault Pistols
August 11, 1993

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Treasury

Subject: Importation of Assault Pistols
A category of pistols commonly referred

to as assault pistols has increasingly become
the weapon of choice for drug dealers, street
gang members, and other violent criminals.
These pistols, generally characterized by
their bulky military-style appearance and
large magazine capacity, include domestically
manufactured TEC–9’s and MAC–10’s as
well as imported models like the Uzi pistol
and the H&K SP–89. Their popularity ap-
pears to stem from their intimidating appear-
ance and their considerable firepower.

These weapons have been used to harm
and terrorize many Americans, particularly
our children, in recent years. As a result, it
is no longer possible to stand by and witness
the deadly proliferation of these weapons
without acting to protect our communities.

Although addressing the domestic produc-
tion of these weapons requires a change in
the statute, which I support, existing law al-
ready bans the importation of firearms unless
they are determined to be particularly suit-
able for or readily adaptable for sporting pur-
poses. I am informed that shortly after enact-
ment of the Gun Control Act of 1968, the
Treasury Department adopted a factoring
system to determine whether handguns were
importable pursuant to this standard. The
system entails the examination of the firearm
against a set of criteria, with points being
awarded for various features. A minimum
score is required before importation is ap-
proved. The criteria and weighted point sys-
tem were designed to address the crime gun
of the day, the cheap, easily concealable ‘‘Sat-
urday Night Special.’’ Under this 25-year old
system, small caliber, easily concealable
handguns score few points and are banned
from importation. However, assault-type pis-
tols—the new crime gun of the day—because

of their large size, weight, and caliber, easily
score the necessary points to qualify for im-
portation even though none of these pistols
appears to have any legitimate sporting pur-
pose. Accordingly, it is time to reassess how
the present regulatory approach can be made
more effective in achieving the legislative di-
rective to preclude importation of firearms
that are not particularly suitable for or readily
adaptable for sporting purposes.

I hereby direct you to take the necessary
steps to reexamine the current importation
factoring system to determine whether the
system should be modified to ensure that all
nonsporting handguns are properly denied
importation. You have advised me that the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF) will issue a notice of proposed rule-
making in the near future that will propose
changes to the factoring system to address
the assault pistol problem. You have further
advised me that effective immediately action
on pending applications to import these
weapons will be suspended, and that final ac-
tion on any application will be delayed until
this review process is completed.

Nothing herein shall be construed to re-
quire actions contrary to applicable provi-
sions of law. You are hereby authorized and
directed to publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Gun Dealer
Licensing
August 11, 1993

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Treasury

Subject: Gun Dealer Licensing
A major problem facing the Nation today

is the ease with which criminals, the mentally
deranged, and even children can acquire fire-
arms. The gruesome consequences of this
ready availability of guns is found in the
senseless violence occurring throughout the
country with numbing regularity. While
there is not one solution to the plague of
gun-related violence, there is more than suf-
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