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Catholic Bishops and the Pontifical Council
for the Laity. I’m especially gratified that so
many leading Catholic Americans could join
us today. And I’d like to pay special tribute
to one, my good friend, the former Mayor
of Boston, and our Ambassador to the Vati-
can, Ray Flynn. I also thank my friends Gov-
ernor Roy Romer, Mayor Willington Webb,
the members of the city council, and Con-
gresswoman Patricia Schroeder, in whose
district we now stand—or sit, as the case may
be.

I want to thank the people of Denver who
have opened their hearts and their homes
to these young people and say a few words
of appreciation, Holy Father, to American
Catholics especially.

As the Catholic Church prepares to enter
its third millennium, our Nation prepares to
enter its third century. It is altogether fitting
that such a young country would host World
Youth Day. America has maintained its youth
by always being able to change while holding
fast to its fundamental values: a determina-
tion to support family and work; to the prop-
osition that all children matter and we don’t
have a one to waste; to the proposition that
in every corner of the world, race or creed
should not deter any young boy or girl from
growing up to the fullest of their God-given
capacities.

Your Holiness, even though I am not my-
self a Roman Catholic, I was educated as a
young boy by nuns and as a young man by
Jesuit priests. And I might add since we’re
in the business of paying compliments, I ap-
pointed a man born in Poland to be Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff yesterday.
But all Americans without regard to their re-
ligious affiliation are grateful to the Catholics
of this country for the standards they have
set for citizenship and service, for supporting
their families and working well at their as-
signed tasks, and for caring about the less
fortunate.

And all Americans without regard to their
religious faith are grateful to you, Your Holi-
ness, for your moral leadership. For we know
that you were the force to light the spark
of freedom over communism in your native
Poland and throughout Eastern Europe, that
you have been an advocate for peace and jus-
tice among nations and peoples, a strong

voice calling for an end to hatred and to hun-
ger everywhere and reminding people
blessed with abundance that they must offer
special comfort to the poor and the dispos-
sessed. Your presence here is welcome.
America is a better, stronger, more just na-
tion because of the influence that you have
had on our world in recent years and because
of the influence that American Catholics
have had on our Nation from the very begin-
ning of our birth.

If we were to find one sentence that would
sum up the Catholic social mission, the work
that Catholics have done as citizens, it would
be the great line from our only Catholic
President’s inaugural speech when President
Kennedy said, ‘‘We must always remember
that here on Earth God’s work must be our
own.’’

In 1987, Your Holiness, when you came
to Detroit, you said that each of us must be
instrumental in promoting a social order that
respects the dignity of persons and serves the
common good. That is what we must all be
about. America today is striving to achieve
that goal. We have many problems here, and
we are trying to address many problems
abroad. We dare not turn away from our obli-
gations to one another. Your presence here
today will remind us all of those obligations,
of the values by which you have lived, of the
causes for which you have worked.

I ask you now to come to this platform
to welcome a grateful nation and many tens
of thousands of young people from all across
the world who are privileged to be in your
presence here today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at
Stapleton International Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to Archbishop William H. Keeler of
Baltimore, president, National Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Pope John Paul II in Denver
August 12, 1993

Good afternoon. It was a great pleasure
and a great honor for me to be able to spend
some time with the Holy Father. We had
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a cordial and productive meeting, and I be-
lieve we laid the basis for a productive and
constructive relationship in the future.

We shared many values and perspectives:
a commitment to today’s young people in the
United States and throughout the world; a
belief in work and family and the importance
of pursuing policies that support them; a
commitment to correcting the social prob-
lems that give rise to so many problems for
our people in this country, violence, drugs,
and other things; and a recognition that we
need in this Nation and throughout the world
both more individual responsibility and more
community action.

We talked about a wide range of inter-
national problems. We discussed Bosnia at
length, as you might imagine. We talked
about the peacekeeping mission in Somalia.
We talked about the efforts of nations work-
ing together through the United Nations to
reduce violence and support human rights
and democracy throughout the world, in
Cambodia, for example, and other places. We
talked about the former Soviet Union and
conditions in many countries. We talked
about the Holy Father’s native Poland and
the progress that they are making there. We
talked about Haiti and what the United
States has tried to do there to restore democ-
racy and freedom.

And throughout, I, like every other person
who has ever met him, was profoundly im-
pressed by the depth of His Holiness’ convic-
tion, the depth of his faith, and the depth
of his commitment to continue on his mis-
sion.

I very much welcome the Vatican’s com-
mitment to human rights, including religious
freedom for all. I welcome the progress that
is being made in forging relationships and
closer ties between the Vatican and Israel.
That can only help as we seek to pursue
peace in the Middle East.

We both are worried about the conditions
in Somalia, the Sudan, Haiti, and Bosnia. We
both are concerned about the problems that
have always been with us, but we believe that
we can make progress in dealing with them.

Finally, let me just say once again how very
grateful I am to the Holy Father for coming
to World Youth Day here in Denver and for
the Catholic Church’s decision to bring

World Youth Day to the United States and
to Denver. It is my hope that the success
of this extraordinary gathering of young peo-
ple will create a greater spirit of unity and
community among them and renewed com-
mitment among those who are Americans to
work for greater justice and opportunity here
at home.

At the end of our meeting the Holy Father
presented me with a Bible. And so, I close
with a verse from it that I think characterizes
his work and I hope in due time will charac-
terize the work that we are doing here, the
exhortation in St. Paul’s letter to the Gala-
tians, ‘‘Let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we
do not lose heart.’’

Thank you, Your Holiness, for your heart
and your efforts.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. at Regis
University.

Statement on North American Free
Trade Agreement Supplemental
Accords
August 13, 1993

I am pleased that the United States, Mex-
ico, and Canada have reached agreement on
the supplemental accords to the North
American Free Trade Agreement.

Last fall, I pledged that I would not submit
NAFTA to Congress until my administration
addressed shortfalls in the areas of environ-
mental protection, worker rights, and import
surges. Early this morning we fulfilled that
promise. Today I pledge my strongest com-
mitment to a major effort this fall to secure
NAFTA’s passage.

With the completion of the side accords,
we have turned NAFTA into a pathbreaking
trade agreement. NAFTA is strongly in the
interest of the United States. This agreement
helps our workers, our environment, our
businesses, and our consumers.

With these agreements on environmental
quality and labor standards, the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement has become a
fair trade agreement as well.
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