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Q. Would you like to see the U.S. do the
same thing?

Prime Minister Patterson. What the U.S.
does is a matter for the U.S. to determine.
If we can assist anywhere in the process of
contact or mediation, we are always prepared
to do so.

Somalia
Q. Mr. President, in Mogadishu some of

the humanitarian relief workers say that the
U.S. raid early this morning was a blunder,
and in fact, the U.S. military is making their
job more difficult. What do you say to those
who are there to help? And will the U.S.
forces remain there long enough to capture
Aideed? Is that a target for you?

President Clinton. Well, the United Na-
tions operation set that as their objective, and
they asked us for our help in that regard.

I would remind you that I understand the
problems with this, but the United Nations
believes, and has ample evidence to support
the fact, that the supporters of Aideed mur-
dered a substantial number of Pakistani
peacekeepers and are behind the deaths of
four Americans. So we have to deal with that.
And I am open to other suggestions. I think
the United Nations should be open to other
suggestions.

To date, we have tried to be cooperative
with the policies that have been jointly devel-
oped. We have not been just simply driving
this. We have really tried to work within the
framework of the U.N. to prove that this
thing could work over the long run. We’ve
also tried to make sure that everyone under-
stood that this is not all of Somalia we’re talk-
ing about. We’re talking about one part of
Mogadishu. In much of the rest of the coun-
try, the U.N. mission has continued
unimpeded and successfully. I don’t think
anyone wants to change the fundamental
character of it.

And so, would I be willing to discuss that
with our people and with anyone else? Of
course, I would. But I think it is very impor-
tant to point out that what provoked this was
people involved with Aideed killing the Paki-
stanis first and then the four Americans.

Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]—talked
about the need for—[inaudible]. Is there a
need to ensure the dialog continues through

the establishment perhaps of U.S.-
CARICOM policy machinery? What are you
prepared to do?

President Clinton. Well, I think there is
a need for a continuing dialog. One of the
things that I pledged today to these leaders
is that next year when the conference on the
sustainable development in smaller nations
is held in the Caribbean, that the United
States would send a high level delegation
there. And we didn’t discuss any specific
mechanism. But I think it is very important.
You know, all these nations, and others not
here present, in the Caribbean, are at dif-
ferent points in their history with different
challenges. And I think that what we need
to do is to make it clear that the United States
is committed to democracy, to market eco-
nomics, and to economic growth of this re-
gion over the long run. Here even at home
we find great difficulty in predicting with
precision what’s going to happen economi-
cally, because we’re in a period of real pro-
found economic change. And I think it’s im-
portant that we make these commitments
over the long run and that we keep the doors
of communication open, and that’s exactly
what we intend to do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:09 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With Caribbean Leaders
August 30, 1993

Cuba

Q. Mr. President, are there any conditions
that would be met that you would be able
to end the U.S. embargo on Cuba?

The President. We’ve had the press con-
ference. [Laughter]

I support the Torricelli bill, as you know.
I did when it was passed, and I still do. But
I said before, I could just reiterate what I
said again: We all hope that there will come
a time when democracy and an open-econ-
omy will come to Cuba. And it will be a cause

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:14 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P35AU4.031 INET01



1665Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Aug. 31

of enormous celebration in this country when
it happens.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:36 p.m. in the
Blue Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With the Joint Chiefs of
Staff
August 30, 1993

Defense Review
Q. Is this a crisis meeting, Mr. President?
The President. I hope not. [Laughter]

The Secretary of Defense and the Joint
Chiefs say it’s a meeting to discuss their re-
view of the defense needs of the country and
how we’re going——

Somalia
Q. Was the Somalia raid bungled?
The President. I don’t think I would char-

acterize it in that way.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:16 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks at the Summer of Service
Forum in College Park, Maryland
August 31, 1993

The President. You know, I really love
Senator Mikulski, if she just weren’t so laid
back and passive and soft-spoken, you might
figure out what’s on her mind. [Laughter]
She was terrific.

I’d like to begin by introducing some other
people who are here, and I hate to do this
always because I know I’m going to miss
someone that I should introduce. But I want
to begin anyway by introducing the distin-
guished Governor of Maryland, Governor
Don Schaefer, one of my former colleagues
when I was a Governor; one of the most im-
portant leaders in the House of Representa-
tives, Congressman Steny Hoyer from Mary-
land. I want to introduce a man who came
all the way from his State of Connecticut to

be here with us today, the first Republican
sponsor we had for the national service legis-
lation, Representative Chris Shays from Con-
necticut. Thank you very much.

I see my good friend Senator Mike Miller
there, the head of the democratic majority
in the Senate of Maryland. A former Con-
gressman from Maryland and now the Co-
chair of the President’s Council on Physical
Fitness—when he stands up you’ll see why—
distinguished former professional basketball
player, Mr. Tom McMillen, my friend in the
back. I was really—Tom and I ran 4 miles
together the other day, and he’s almost 7 feet
tall, and he ran at a pace I had difficulty
maintaining. So I was very impressed. He
convinced me he was qualified for the job
I gave him.

And finally, I’d like to acknowledge the
President of the University of Maryland,
President William Kirwan, who is here. And
in some ways, most important of all, the per-
son who I put in charge of creating and carry-
ing out the national service program, my
friend of nearly 25 years, Mr. Eli Segal. I’d
like to ask him to stand.

I’ll tell you, I just saw—there’s one other
person way in the back I’ve got to introduce
because he and I started working on this con-
cept of national service a few years ago
through an organization I was involved in
called the Democratic Leadership Council.
And he’s a professor here at the University
of Maryland, but he’s on leave. He’s working
in the White House for me now, Professor
Bill Galston. Thank you, Bill, for your help.

I came here mostly to listen to you today
and to thank you, but I wanted to just say
a few words. This campus has a special mean-
ing in my life. The first time I ever came
to the University of Maryland was 30 years
ago this summer when I was a delegate from
my home State of Arkansas to the American
Legion Boys Nation program. We stayed
here and then went to Washington fre-
quently to learn about the Government. I
met President Kennedy then. I saw Members
of Congress, members of the Cabinet, and
really had my eyes opened to a whole world
of possibility. But the thing that I remember
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