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of enormous celebration in this country when
it happens.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:36 p.m. in the
Blue Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With the Joint Chiefs of
Staff
August 30, 1993

Defense Review
Q. Is this a crisis meeting, Mr. President?
The President. I hope not. [Laughter]

The Secretary of Defense and the Joint
Chiefs say it’s a meeting to discuss their re-
view of the defense needs of the country and
how we’re going——

Somalia
Q. Was the Somalia raid bungled?
The President. I don’t think I would char-

acterize it in that way.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:16 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks at the Summer of Service
Forum in College Park, Maryland
August 31, 1993

The President. You know, I really love
Senator Mikulski, if she just weren’t so laid
back and passive and soft-spoken, you might
figure out what’s on her mind. [Laughter]
She was terrific.

I’d like to begin by introducing some other
people who are here, and I hate to do this
always because I know I’m going to miss
someone that I should introduce. But I want
to begin anyway by introducing the distin-
guished Governor of Maryland, Governor
Don Schaefer, one of my former colleagues
when I was a Governor; one of the most im-
portant leaders in the House of Representa-
tives, Congressman Steny Hoyer from Mary-
land. I want to introduce a man who came
all the way from his State of Connecticut to

be here with us today, the first Republican
sponsor we had for the national service legis-
lation, Representative Chris Shays from Con-
necticut. Thank you very much.

I see my good friend Senator Mike Miller
there, the head of the democratic majority
in the Senate of Maryland. A former Con-
gressman from Maryland and now the Co-
chair of the President’s Council on Physical
Fitness—when he stands up you’ll see why—
distinguished former professional basketball
player, Mr. Tom McMillen, my friend in the
back. I was really—Tom and I ran 4 miles
together the other day, and he’s almost 7 feet
tall, and he ran at a pace I had difficulty
maintaining. So I was very impressed. He
convinced me he was qualified for the job
I gave him.

And finally, I’d like to acknowledge the
President of the University of Maryland,
President William Kirwan, who is here. And
in some ways, most important of all, the per-
son who I put in charge of creating and carry-
ing out the national service program, my
friend of nearly 25 years, Mr. Eli Segal. I’d
like to ask him to stand.

I’ll tell you, I just saw—there’s one other
person way in the back I’ve got to introduce
because he and I started working on this con-
cept of national service a few years ago
through an organization I was involved in
called the Democratic Leadership Council.
And he’s a professor here at the University
of Maryland, but he’s on leave. He’s working
in the White House for me now, Professor
Bill Galston. Thank you, Bill, for your help.

I came here mostly to listen to you today
and to thank you, but I wanted to just say
a few words. This campus has a special mean-
ing in my life. The first time I ever came
to the University of Maryland was 30 years
ago this summer when I was a delegate from
my home State of Arkansas to the American
Legion Boys Nation program. We stayed
here and then went to Washington fre-
quently to learn about the Government. I
met President Kennedy then. I saw Members
of Congress, members of the Cabinet, and
really had my eyes opened to a whole world
of possibility. But the thing that I remember
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