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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Kazakhstan-
United States Investment Treaty
September 7, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the United
States of America and the Republic of
Kazakhstan Concerning the Reciprocal En-
couragement and Protection of Investment,
signed at Washington on May 19, 1992. Also
transmitted for the information of the Senate
is the report of the Department of State with
respect to this Treaty.

The Treaty will establish an agreed-upon
legal basis for the protection and encourage-
ment of investment. This Treaty thus forms
an integral part of the framework for expand-
ing trade and investment relations between
the United States and the countries of the
former Soviet Union. It is designed to en-
courage economic opportunity—including
investment, trade, and growth—in both
countries. It will assist Kazakhstan in its tran-
sition to a market economy by strengthening
the role of the private sector and by encour-
aging appropriate macroeconomic and struc-
tural policies.

The Treaty is fully consistent with U.S.
policy toward international and domestic in-
vestment. A specific tenet, reflected in this
Treaty, is that U.S. investment abroad and
foreign investment in the United States
should receive fair, equitable, and non-
discriminatory treatment. Under this Treaty,
the Parties also agree to international law
standards for expropriation and compensa-
tion for expropriation, free transfers of funds
associated with investments, freedom of in-
vestments from performance requirements,
and the investor’s freedom to choose to re-
solve disputes with the host government
through international arbitration.

I recommend that the Senate consider this
Treaty as soon as possible, and give its advice
and consent to ratification of the Treaty at
an early date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 7, 1993.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 8.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Moldova-
United States Investment Treaty
September 7, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the United
States of America and the Republic of
Moldova Concerning the Encouragement
and Reciprocal Protection of Investment,
with Protocol and related exchange of letters,
signed at Washington on April 21, 1993. Also
transmitted for the information of the Senate
is the report of the Department of State with
respect to this Treaty.

The Treaty will establish an agreed-upon
legal basis for the protection and encourage-
ment of investment. This Treaty thus forms
an integral part of the framework for expand-
ing trade and investment relations between
the United States and the countries of the
former Soviet Union. It is designed to en-
courage economic opportunity—including
investment, trade, and growth—in both
countries. It will assist Moldova in its transi-
tion to a market economy by strengthening
the role of the private sector and by encour-
aging appropriate macroeconomic and struc-
tural policies.

The Treaty is fully consistent with U.S.
policy toward international and domestic in-
vestment. A specific tenet, reflected in this
Treaty, is that U.S. investment abroad and
foreign investment in the United States
should receive fair, equitable, and non-
discriminatory treatment. Under this Treaty,
the Parties also agree to international law
standards for expropriation and compensa-
tion for expropriation, free transfers of funds
associated with investments, freedom of in-
vestments from performance requirements,
and the investor’s freedom to choose to re-
solve disputes with the host government
through international arbitration.

I recommend that the Senate consider this
Treaty as soon as possible, and give its advice
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and consent to ratification of the Treaty, with
Protocol and related exchange of letters, at
an early date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 7, 1993.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 8.

Remarks to General Services
Administration Employees in
Franconia, Virginia
September 8, 1993

Thank you very much. Mr. Vice President,
Roger, Senator Robb and Congressman
Moran, Congresswoman Byrne, and, most
important, to all of you who have worked so
hard here at this center to give the American
people the Government they deserve. I want
to begin by once again thanking the Vice
President for the incredible amount of work
that was done by the Vice President, by his
staff, by hundreds and hundreds of volun-
teers, and by people like you who gave us
the ideas that went into the National Per-
formance Review report.

I also want to say to all of you something
that you all know, because you are both pub-
lic employees and private citizens. If we can
reform these procurement practices, we can
probably do more there than in any other
area of our national life in the short run to
restore the confidence of the American peo-
ple in their Government. Every taxpaying cit-
izen who goes out in the summertime has
bought insect repellant, and no rational per-
son could possible believe that Federal em-
ployees need specially designed insect repel-
lant. Everybody’s bought aspirin.
Everybody’s filled out a form they wished
they hadn’t filled out. Everybody’s bought
things like folders and computer tapes. And
at a time when we are now 20 years, 20 years
into a period in our history where most
American wage earners are working longer
work weeks for stagnant wages, it is out-
rageous for the Government to have rules
and regulations which take those people’s
money from them and spend it on things that
cannot be justified.

You heard the Vice President say some of
these things. But our Government employs
142,000 people in the procurement system
alone. We know we have 900 detailed pro-
curement laws, and we’re going to ask the
Congress to change a lot of that. I’ve asked
myself many times, as I’ve heard these stories
from coast to coast, how this occurred. And
I think there are many reasons.

I was out the other day in a particularly
wrenching encounter in Alameda, California,
at the naval station there, which is one of
the military facilities that’s going to be closed
in the base closings. And I talked to this man
who had been an enlisted person in the Navy
for 19 years, raised a family as a Navy enlisted
person. He said, ‘‘Look, I hope I can stay.
But,’’ he said, ‘‘I’ll tell you one thing. I just
tried to buy a personal computer for our op-
erations.’’ And he said, ‘‘Thank the Lord we
had some sort of waiver, because,’’ he said,
‘‘under the rules and regulations, I was going
to have to spend $4,500 on a computer that
had half of the capacity that I got for $2,200
at the local store where people buy their
computers.’’ And he said, ‘‘You know, if
you’re going to ask people like me to leave
the armed services because we have to cut
back the defense budget, people who are
willing to serve and willing to put their lives
on the line, it is wrong to do that and keep
spending twice as much for computers with
half the capacity.’’ The American people
know this.

I think there are a lot of reasons why this
happens over time. Number one, Govern-
ment rule writers never made a distinction
between a very specialized product that was
made only for the Government, like a bomb-
er, for example, and insect repellant. You
have to have rules for both. Number two,
the distribution system in America has
changed dramatically so that ordinary Ameri-
cans can now access economies of scale be-
cause of discount distribution centers for
items small- and medium-sized. That was not
true 10 years ago. Number three, there’s no
way rulemaking can keep up with technology
cycles. The Vice President mentioned that
as it relates to computers.
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