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ance Review and change the way Govern-
ment works. In the process, change the way
we spend the taxpayers’ money and change
the way we impact on people.

I will end where I began. The central tenet
of every democracy in the end is trust. It’s
trust. When people elect Members of Con-
gress and Presidents and empower them to
establish institutions like the GSA, what they
are basically saying is, ‘‘There is no way in
the world I can do all this for myself, and
I certainly can’t make all these decisions. So
just for the privilege of having a check at
election time, I trust you to make these deci-
sions in the meanwhile.’’

That’s what this is all about. And I’ve said
more and more, we have all kinds of deficits
in our country. We’ve got a budget deficit;
we’ve got an investment deficit; we have a
performance deficit, and that has led to a
trust deficit. The profound sense of alien-
ation so many people feel in our country has
got to be healed, because we’ve got to do
a lot of things to get America into the 21st
century, to restore a sense of opportunity,
to be able to create jobs, and to be able to
support incomes again that justify the hard
work people do. And that no society will be
able to do it unless there is a real partnership
between Government and people in their
private lives. And a partnership, whether it’s
a marriage, a business, or a Government-pri-
vate partnership, requires trust.

So in the end, this is about more than dol-
lars, it’s about more than the pain of filling
out those forms. It’s even about more than
making you happier and more productive on
the job. It is about whether together we can
restore the trust of the American people in
their Government so that we can move on
to these large tasks that we have to embrace
to make the changes that are going on in
the world friendly rather than dangerous for
the American people.

I do not think you can underestimate the
importance of the work that you and I are
engaged in. Because if we can reestablish
that trust, we can regenerate opportunity, we
can restore a sense of community in this
country, we can make other people willing
to take responsibility for their own actions
because we are doing it, and we are setting
an example. This is a big, big thing. We must

do it together. And I thank you for your con-
tribution to this important effort.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 9:30
a.m. at the GSA Franconia Distribution Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Roger W. Johnson,
Administrator, General Services Administration.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Congressional
Leaders
September 8, 1993

The President. Let me say, first of all, I’m
delighted to have the Congressional leader-
ship here today. And we’re going to begin
our conversations by talking about the rein-
venting Government initiative. The Vice
President’s going to give the leadership a
briefing. And I’m very much looking forward
to this new phase of the congressional session
and of a bipartisan effort on a lot of issues.
And I hope we will center it on this, because
I think this effort can do as much as anything
else to build the trust of the American people
and what we’re doing on a whole range of
other issues.

Health Care Reform
Q. Mr. President, on health care, some of

the people who have briefed, Democrats and
Republicans, believe that the Medicaid and
Medicare cuts are too large, too politically
difficult, and too nonspecific. Can you reas-
sure them?

The President. At the appropriate time.
Q. There is some concern, sir——
Q. What about the chance that the health

care, though—do you think that you can han-
dle all of these things: reinvent Government,
trade?

The President. Absolutely. I don’t think
we have an option because I think the coun-
try can’t walk away from this problem. But
I think we should begin with this because
this is something that will unify Americans
and will unify the Congress and will prove
that we can spend the money we have in ap-
propriate ways and stop wasting so much of
it.
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Bipartisanship
Q. What will be the chances of bipartisan-

ship on some of these issues, like health care?
The President. Good.
Q. Why so, given the experience you had

in the first part of this administration?
The President. These are different issues

with different constituencies, and they can
be presented in a different way. I think the
chances are really good.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:16 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to Discussions With
President Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia
September 8, 1993

Q. Mr. President, are you going to ask
President Clinton for air strikes?

President Izetbegovic. I have to thanks
to Mr. President Clinton to receiving me, on
behalf of me and of my colleagues here, and
then thanks to the United States and to the
peoples of the United States for the support,
for the very beginning of the independence
of the Bosnia-Herzegovina.

And just now, I have thought to say that
I have some issues to discuss with Mr. Presi-
dent, but one point is of essential importance
for us. It’s we are now hard working for the
peace, to make a peace, to reach an agree-
ment about peaceful solution in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. But one point is very impor-
tant: It’s a problem of guarantee for the
agreement. We will ask and request from the
President Clinton that the United States par-
ticipate in these guarantees, of course, be-
tween NATO forces and so on. But for us,
it’s essential, of essential importance that the
United States participate in these guarantees.

President Clinton. I’d like to make a brief
statement, in view of what President
Izetbegovic has said. First of all, I want to
welcome him again to the White House and
to express, as I have so many times in the
past, my admiration for the leadership that
he has shown in this very difficult period.
I want to encourage the peace process. The

United States has done what it could to mo-
bilize the forces of NATO to stop the attempt
to overcome Sarajevo and the areas in the
east and to push the Serbs and the Croats
to make reasonable decisions in this peace
process.

If they can reach a fair agreement, I would
support, as I have said since February, the
United States participating along with the
other NATO nations in trying to help keep
the peace. Of course in the United States,
as all of you know, anything we do has to
have the support of the Congress. I would
seek the support of the Congress to do that.
But I think these people that the President
represents—the Vice President was here,
others have been very courageous and brave,
and they’re trying to now make a decent
peace. And I think we ought to support that
process, if there is an agreement that is not
forced on them but one that is willingly en-
tered into and is fair. And if we can get the
Congress to support it, then I think we
should participate.

Q. Would you agree to a date certain, Mr.
President, by which the Serbs would have
to withdraw from Sarajevo, free the city, after
which you would use air strikes?

President Clinton. I believe that all that
has to be part of the negotiating process. I
don’t think the United States can simply im-
pose an element of it. I think they know what
the conditions are that NATO has imposed
and that we have certainly taken the lead in
for avoiding air strikes. They know how to
avoid the air strikes. And so far they’ve done
that, and I presume they will continue to do
that.

Q. Are you willing to go along with the
President’s request for a guarantee?

President Clinton. I’ve been willing to do
that since February. But in order to do it,
we have to have a fair peace that is willingly
entered into by the parties. It has to be able
to be enforced or, if you will, be guaranteed
by a peacekeeping force from NATO, not the
United Nations but NATO. And of course,
for me to do it, the Congress would have
to agree.
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