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employee the choice. What happened to your
patients was the employer made the decision
to go with another health plan that closed
out certain doctors. We want to give the em-
ployee the right to go with a closed panel
HMO if they think that’s good—health main-
tenance organization—if they think they get
better prices and they think they get ade-
quate services. But we also want to give the
employee other options, including to con-
tinue dealing with you as a fee-for-service
doctor, or working with a group of doctors
in which you have an absolute legal right to
be a part.

Now, if that happened today, the fee-for-
service option might be a little more expen-
sive. But what I think will happen is that you
and other doctors—what I’m banking on is
that the physicians of this country will get
together and offer their services at reason-
ably competitive rates so that people will be
able to maintain a maximum of individual
choice. But it is legally mandated that every
employee in the country will have the option
to choose fee-for-service medicine or a panel
of doctors, which has to remain open for any
doctors who want to join so that doctors can
be in multiple panels. And so we’re going
to increase choice of physicians, not decrease
choice of physicians for most Americans.
That’s a very important value, and we have
to pursue it.

Mr. Koppel. Alright. President Clinton,
please excuse my back. I just want to express
a personal note of thanks to you for coming
here this evening. I know there are an awful
lot of people, possibly many in this audience,
who wished they’d had the opportunity to
pose questions to you or to criticize certain
aspects of the plan, over the course of the
next year. I’d also like to say to your adversar-
ies out there who are watching us and who
have criticisms that they too will have access
to this program and many others.

There is something wonderful, however,
about being able to bring an American Presi-
dent and an audience of 1,000 of his constitu-
ents together for this kind of an exchange.
And I know you’ll want to express your grati-
tude to the President, as I do now. Thank
you. [Applause]

The President. Thank you, folks.

NOTE: The town meeting began at 10:10 p.m. in
the Playhouse at the Tampa Bay Performing Arts
Center. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Nomination for United States
Executive Director of the
International Monetary Fund
September 23, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Columbia University pro-
fessor Karen Lissakers to be the U.S. Execu-
tive Director of the International Monetary
Fund. The Executive Director represents the
United States on the 24-member board of
executive directors, which sets policy for the
IMF.

‘‘As the largest shareholder in the IMF,
the United States has a special responsibility
for its operations,’’ said the President. ‘‘Karen
Lissakers has proven that she is up to the
task of representing our interests. I am con-
fident that she will shine in this position.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
September 23, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of me effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

Since my last report, Iraq has informed
Rolf Ekeus, Chairman of the U.N. Special
Commission on Iraq (UNSCOM), that it is
ready to comply with U.N. Security Council
Resolution 715, which requires Iraq to im-
plement plans for long-term monitoring and
verification of its weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) programs, provide new data
about the suppliers of its program, and ac-
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