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or it can be gradually taken away year after
year.

Our goal then is health care security for
all Americans. The only way to get there is
to keep what’s right with our system, the best
medical care in the world, the best medical
technology, the best medical professionals,
and fix what’s wrong.

We’re going to protect quality and choice,
but we’re going to make some changes.
We’re going to simplify this system. We’re
going to get billions of dollars of savings.
We’re going to ask people who don’t pay any-
thing now to assume more responsibility for
their own health care. That way we can give
you health care security without a big tax in-
crease.

In the weeks ahead, we’ll be describing
in greater details what needs to be done. But
the most important thing is health security.
We can do it.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:21 p.m. on
September 24 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
25.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the Situation in Somalia
September 25, 1993

The United States condemns the attack on
United Nations forces in Mogadishu last
night which resulted in the death of three
American soldiers and injuries to several
other American and Pakistani soldiers. The
President offers his deepest condolences to
the families and friends of these brave men
who were performing a vital humanitarian
mission in Somalia.

This attack underscores the need to rees-
tablish security in Mogadishu to prevent the
international humanitarian efforts from being
undermined. At times like this, it is essential
to remember the reasons for our engagement
in the 25-nation U.N. mission in Somalia.
The U.N.’s goal is to prevent the recurrence
of the famine and anarchy that resulted in
the deaths of 350,000 Somalis last year. We
are working to create a peaceful environment
in which the U.N.’s mission can be assumed
by a Somali authority.

Since 28,000 U.S. troops went to Somalia
last December, we have withdrawn 80 per-
cent of our forces. Today, our troops number
less than 5,000 and make up less than 20
percent of the remaining U.N. forces from
over two dozen nations. As U.N. forces con-
tinue to take up the burden, the American
role can continue to diminish.

Today, Somalia is on the road to recovery,
especially outside of Mogadishu. District
councils are reestablishing the rule of law in
much of the country, hospitals and schools
are operating, and crops are being planted
and harvested. On Wednesday, the United
Nations took important steps forward to sup-
port the reconstruction of Somalia’s judicial,
security, and penal systems.

We must not allow this substantial yet frag-
ile progress to be threatened by the brutality
of warlords who would profit from the suffer-
ing of others and thwart the will of the over-
whelming majority of Somalis who seek
peace and reconciliation.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session on Health Care Reform in
New York City
September 26, 1993

The President. Thank you very much,
Mayor, and all my good friends in Queens.
It’s great to be back in this diner again. We
had a terrific—was anybody here when I was
here before? Well, Congressman Manton
was, and Lowey was here, and you were here,
and you were here when I was here before.
We had a great time here. A lot of you were
here. Didn’t we, Antonio? We had a great
time. And I felt so good about it, I brought
you a cap from my food service. [Laughter]
You can wear it here. There you go.

I came to this place during the primary
as an example of a new small business and
the kind of economic opportunity that I hope
to support as President. In the last several
months I’ve had the opportunity to work with
the Members of Congress here present: Gary
Ackerman, Tom Manton, Anita Lowey. Any-
body else here from the House? I don’t think
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