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in the presence of those of you who have
complained about the inadequacies of the ap-
proach in the past.

Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown
Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied with

Secretary Brown’s explanations about his re-
lationship to Vietnam?

The President. Well, let me say he’s told
me that he hadn’t done anything wrong, and
he’s done just about everything right as Com-
merce Secretary. I think he’s done a great
job, and I have no reason not to believe him.

Q. Mr. President, are you concerned that
his effectiveness as Commerce Secretary in
selling programs that you’re pushing, like this
one and NAFTA, are undermined by this
grand jury investigation?

The President. Not if he hadn’t done any-
thing wrong, I’m not. Business Week com-
plimented him in an editorial today. I was
glad to see a Democrat get complimented
in Business Week. [Laughter]

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Yes. I hope it will happen

a lot more as we go along.

Russia
Q. Mr. President, did the latest events in

Moscow give you pause about your previous
support that you’ve expressed for Mr.
Yeltsin?

The President. No. It is a tense and dif-
ficult issue, and how to defuse what I under-
stand to have been the circumstances around
the Moscow White House was a difficult call.
I don’t think that any of us should be here
basically armchair quarterbacking the un-
folding events.

When I talked to Boris Yeltsin a few days
ago, I told him very strongly that I hoped
that he would be able to manage this transi-
tion in ways that really promoted democracy,
respected human rights, and kept the peace.
And he said that would be exactly his policy.
And so far he has done that, under very, very
difficult, intense circumstances. I mean, a lot
of you have talked about just the difficulty
of managing this and keeping up with what’s
going on in the countryside and the pressures
and all the various interest groups. And I
think so far they’ve done quite well.

Now, I’m going to have a meeting with
Mr. Kozyrev later today, and we’ll have a

chance to talk about this in greater detail.
But he’s already made a statement that
they’re still committed to a peaceful transi-
tion, and I have no reason to believe he’s
not. And I think that the United States and
the free world ought to hang in there with
a person that is clearly the most committed
to democracy and market reform of all the
people now operating in Russia. Until I have
some reason to believe otherwise, I’m going
to hang right where we are. I think we’re
in the right place.

Q. What are your concerns about the
human rights implications of having the Par-
liament building there surrounded by armed
troops?

The President. I think it depends on what
the facts were. If there were a lot of people
armed in there and he was worried about
civil disorder and unrest and people being
shot, I think that when you’re in charge of
a government, your first obligation is to try
to keep the peace and keep order. So I think
so far they seem to have acted with restraint
but with dispatch in trying to defuse what
otherwise might have become a very difficult
situation.

Now, I don’t have all the facts, and neither
does anyone else. But nothing has happened
so far that has caused me to question the
commitment that was made to me by the
President and to his own people.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Kenneth D. Brody, Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank of the United States.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Foreign Minister
Andrey Kozyrev of Russia
September 29, 1993

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, is there anything the

United States can now do to bring peace in
Bosnia since the Bosnian Parliament has
voted against the peace plan?

The President. Well, you know, this proc-
ess—this goes on day by day. We’re just
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going to have to see what happens. They
want some more territory. You know, I think
they’re entitled to some more territory, but
I don’t know if they can get it. I think that
the price of passing up this peace may be
very high. And I think they’ll probably con-
sider that over the next few days. But we’ll
just have to wait and see what happens. We
haven’t had time to examine what our options
are.

Q. Is the only alternative more war?
The President. Well, that’s up to them.

All of them.
Q. Are you encouraging them then to ac-

cept this treaty, or do you think that they
should go ahead with their demands for
more?

The President. Well, I have encouraged
them to try to make peace. That’s what I’ve
encouraged them to try to do. I hate to see
another winter come on for all of them there.
But that’s a decision they’ll have to make,
their country, their lives, they’ll have to make
the decision.

Russia
Q. Sir, what assurances are you hoping to

receive from Mr. Kozyrev about the situa-
tion, and what message might you be sending
to Mr. Yeltsin through him?

The President. Well, I think he’s already
given the assurances that all of us hope.
They’re doing everything they can to pre-
serve peace. And there’s a commitment by
President Yeltsin to move to a truly demo-
cratic system, through truly democratic
means. That’s about all the United States or
anyone else could ask for.

Q. Mr. President, one more question. Is
this meeting of yours with the Russian For-
eign Minister, is this meeting of yours a
meeting of support or is it a meeting of con-
cern?

The President. Well, it’s a meeting of sup-
port. I’m concerned about events in the sense
that I hope they go well, and I hope that
everything works out all right. But I am firm-
ly in support of the efforts that President
Yeltsin is making to hold democratic elec-
tions for a legislative body and to have a new
constitution and to present himself for elec-
tion again. I think that the United States

clearly has an interest in promoting democ-
racy and reform in Russia.

And as you know, I have aggressively sup-
ported efforts in our Congress to get more
aid for the process of reform and for eco-
nomic opportunity in Russia, and I will con-
tinue to do that.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:54 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Memorandum on Funding for
Peacekeeping in Liberia
September 29, 1993

Presidential Determination No. 93–41

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination to Authorize the
Transfer of Economic Support Fund to the
Peacekeeping Operations Fund to Support
Regional Peacekeeping for Liberia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
sections 552(c)(1) and 610(a) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (the
‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine that:

(i) as a result of an unforeseen emergency,
the provision of assistance under chapter 6
of Part II of the Act in amounts in excess
of funds otherwise available for such assist-
ance is important to the national interests of
the United States; and

(ii) that it is necessary for the purposes
of the Act that $6.83 million of funds made
available for the purposes of Section 23 of
the Arms Export Control Act be transferred
to, and consolidated with, funds made avail-
able for Part II, chapter 5, of the Act, and
then transferred to, and consolidated with,
funds made available for Part II, chapter 6
of the Act.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination immediately to
Congress.

This determination shall be published in
the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton
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