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Nomination of an Under Secretary of
Veterans Affairs
September 29, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate career Veterans Affairs of-
ficial Raymond John Vogel, to be the Under
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Benefits.
Vogel, a disabled Vietnam-era Army veteran,
would head the Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration, the VA Agency responsible for deliv-
ery of nonmedical benefits to the Nation’s
27 million veterans.

In making his announcement, the Presi-
dent said, ‘‘John Vogel is uniquely qualified
to apply his in-depth expertise to the VA’s
new commitment to serve America’s veterans
during a new era of efficiency and sensitivity.
He will ably assist VA Secretary Jesse Brown
in his plans to modernize and streamline the
VA claims process.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the Executive
Order on Regulatory Planning and
Review and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 30, 1993

The President. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. Welcome to another action-
packed meeting of our action-packed admin-
istration.

Today I am signing an Executive order to
create a fair, open, streamlined system of reg-
ulatory review for our Government to elimi-
nate improper influence, delay secrecy, and
to set tough standards and time limits for reg-
ulation.

It’s a move in keeping with everything else
we’ve tried to do since Inauguration Day.
The philosophy of this administration has al-
ways been consistent when it comes to regu-
lation. We reject the ‘‘if it moves, regulate
it’’ approach. And we reject the idea that we
can walk away from regulation entirely. We
have sought a third way, consistent with the
philosophy behind the Vice President’s rein-
venting Government project, with our ap-

proach to health care, to export controls, to
a whole range of other issues.

We can’t reject all regulations. Many of
them do a lot of good things. They protect
workers in the workplace, shoppers in the
grocery stores, children opening new toys.
But there are others that serve no purpose
at all. This Executive order will provide a way
to get rid of useless, outdated, and unneces-
sary regulations that are outdated, obsolete,
expensive, and bad for business.

We’re working on the impact of regulation
on Government, too. That’s what the Vice
President’s report on reinventing Govern-
ment does. To improve budget, personnel,
and procurements systems, we can strip away
an awful lot of redtape for all of you.

All of you are working yourselves on a fo-
cused review of regulations. And that’s why
on September the 11th, as you’ll recall, I
signed an Executive order directing our
Agencies to eliminate 50 percent of our inter-
nal regulations.

The next step is reforming the regulatory
review process itself. That’s what the Execu-
tive order today does. We’ve already shut
down the so-called competitiveness council,
which closed the back door to special inter-
ests to get out from under regulations they
didn’t like. In its place, we have a dramati-
cally different approach, fair, streamlined, re-
sponsive, much more straightforward.

Under the Executive order that I am sign-
ing today, involvement by the President and
the Vice President in the regulatory process
is strictly limited. The order permits the Vice
President’s review only at the request of the
Cabinet member or the OMB’s OIRA office.
Communications between White House staff
members and the public are limited, too, on
matters of regulation. In order to be utilized
in the rulemaking process or the review proc-
ess, they must be made in writing and put
in the public record.

Just these changes alone mean the days
of back-door access to undermining the regu-
latory process is over. But we also want to
limit the number of regulations that may be
reviewed by the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs. It’s very important that
we let ordinary regulations be done in a more
timely fashion, where the people who are
going to be affected by them have more
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