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things got out of hand. And I don’t see that
he had any choice once the circumstances
deteriorated to the point that they did.

The government did not start the rioting
or the shooting or the violence. If such a
thing happened in the United States, you
would expect me to take tough action against
it, as the only person who has been elected
by the people of this country. And he did
that. As long as he goes forward with a new
constitution, genuinely democratic elections
for the Parliament, genuinely democratic
elections for the President, then he is doing
what he said he would do. I am still con-
vinced the United States did the right thing.

Q. Well, if you dismissed the Congress,
as Yeltsin did, I think it would be a quite
different situation in the United States, even
though it’s a different kind of Congress and
a different kind of law. The question I have,
Mr. President, is Senator Sam Nunn yester-
day on television said that the United States
and the IMF may have been partly respon-
sible for the economic situation developing
in Russia, that is, the privatization may create
unemployment 20 to 30 percent if the shock
treatment of the—[inaudible]—government
is opposed by the Russian people. And what
I wanted to know from you is what is the
economic solution which is driving people in
Russia to feel that their problems are not
being resolved by the introduction of the
market economy?

The President. Well, the United States—
all Sam Nunn said was what we’ve said sev-
eral times, which is we don’t always agree
that the IMF’s policies are good for a country
like Russia. That’s been the United States po-
sition. We pushed IMF quite vigorously
about it.

But all of these old command and control
economies are having trouble making the
transition. Even East Germany, that had the
phenomenal good fortune to be integrated
with the German economy and to get literally
untold billions of dollars not available to Rus-
sia, not available to Poland, not available to
Hungary, not available to any of these coun-
tries, is having difficulty. And they’re going
to have to sort through exactly how they want
to do it and what they want to do. Mean-
while, we’re doing what we can to support
programs and policies that will reduce unem-

ployment in Russia, not increase it, and that
will give us the opportunity to help them de-
velop their resources in ways that will put
people to work.

But what Senator Nunn said about the
IMF is no more than I have said on several
occasions. We don’t tell these people exactly
what they should do or how they should do
it. And we don’t think the IMF is always right
in trying to apply very strict standards to
them that they may make their economic
problems worse.

But, after all, there is no real precedent
for this. We’ve got all these ex-Communist
countries that are doing their best trying to
make it as democracies and trying to develop
some sort of modified market economy, and
we’re going to do our best to help them. And
I think it’s still a whole lot better and the
world’s a whole lot better off today that we’re
worrying about this problem instead of
whether the Soviet Union will drop a nuclear
weapon somewhere or cause some inter-
national crisis somewhere.

After all, there are always problems in the
world and there will be as long as we are
on this planet. I’d rather have this set of
problems than the problems we might have
had if the Berlin Wall hadn’t fallen.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at the
San Francisco Hilton.

Statement on Rebuilding the Cypress
Freeway in California
October 4, 1993

Most Americans will never forget the pic-
ture of the Cypress Freeway collapsed upon
itself after the Loma Prieta earthquake. As
repairs continue, I want the people of Cali-
fornia to know that we will be there to get
the job done. Communities around our Na-
tion have always been able to count on the
Federal Government to assume the cost of
repairing Federal-aid highways hit by natural
disasters. That is a commitment that we are
helping to fulfill today.
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NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a White House statement announcing the Presi-
dent’s request to Congress for funds to rebuild
the Cypress Freeway.

Proclamation 6602—Child Health
Day, 1993
October 4, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our children are our future. Therefore,

making sure that our children are healthy
must be a national concern. For 65 years,
Presidents of the United States have pro-
claimed one day every year as ‘‘Child Health
Day,’’ a time to focus on the health and well-
being of our Nation’s children.

Over the years, we have recognized again
and again that it is better to try to guarantee
the health of our children than to attempt
to restore their health once it has been jeop-
ardized. A healthy childhood charts a path
for a healthy adult life. Prevention is, there-
fore, primary. Through preventive measures,
we help children avoid the pain and suffering
of disease and disability; we stop unnecessary
spending; and we decrease the number of
childhood deaths.

We possess the ability to prevent many
childhood diseases and injuries, and we must
use this ability. Every child needs access to
primary health care. The necessary immuni-
zations against nine different contagious dis-
eases must be given to children at the rec-
ommended ages. Injuries, the greatest threat
to our children’s well-being, can be reduced
by introducing into our daily routines various
safety measures. For example, the use of car
seats, seat belts, and bicycle helmets helps
to guard against hazards to which children
are especially vulnerable. There are dangers
in the home, as well, such as careless storage
of poisons and unlocked staircase gates. Pay-
ing attention to our children and to potential
risks to their safety can help to safeguard
them in our homes.

We can prevent our children from making
unhealthy choices, both by the rules we set
for them and by the rules we follow our-

selves. Many of the behaviors that will affect
their health—choices about what to eat; the
dangers of smoking, drinking, using illegal
drugs, or irresponsible sexual behavior; how
to handle their feelings and the pressure of
their peers—will be learned from the models
they see around them. We have an oppor-
tunity, as well as a responsibility, to shape
the future for our children. In our personal
lives, that responsibility extends to those
whose lives we touch in our families and in
our communities.

The Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C.
143), has called for the designation of the
first Monday in October as ‘‘Child Health
Day’’ and has requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 4,
1993, as Child Health Day. On that day and
every day throughout the year, I urge all
Americans to renew their commitment to
protecting and developing our most valuable
asset—our children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:44 a.m., October 5, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 7.

Memorandum on the Freedom of
Information Act
October 4, 1993

Memorandum for Heads of Departments and
Agencies

Subject: The Freedom of Information Act
I am writing to call your attention to a sub-

ject that is of great importance to the Amer-
ican public and to all Federal departments
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