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founding chairman of the President’s Com-
mittee on Arts and Humanities in 1982. As
a leader in promoting the arts and human-
ities, he energetically, and I echo ener-
getically, persuaded cultural leaders and
business executives to support cultural activi-
ties and institutions. He filled a void in Amer-
ican life at a time when we needed him. And
today we thank him for that. Andrew
Heiskell.

[The President congratulated Mr. Heiskell,
and Hillary Clinton presented the award.]

There are a lot of funny people. He said
‘‘All this and dinner, too?’’ [Laughter]

Historian Laurel T. Ulrich has introduced
both scholarly and public audiences to the
lives of ordinary people in New England’s
past. Her recent book ‘‘A Midwife’s Tale:
The Life of Martha Ballard, based on her
diary,’’ won the 1991 Pulitzer Prize for His-
tory, among other honors.

Now that I have become President, per-
haps I can say this with greater authority than
would otherwise be the case: We oftentimes
tend to see our history too much through the
lives and works of the famous and not enough
through the remarkable lives of the people
who are not famous. She has made a truly
significant contribution to our understanding
of our roots. And for that we thank her.

[The President congratulated Ms. Ulrich, and
Hillary Clinton presented the award.]

And now I have one last special honor, and
that is to present to Congressman Sidney
Yates the Presidential Citizens Medal for his
exemplary deeds of service in the area of arts
and humanities. The last time Congressman
Yates was here for an occasion at the White
House, it happened to be on the day he and
his wife were celebrating their 58th wedding
anniversary. And today, we honor him for
that many years and more of dedication to
our common cause. Congressman Yates,
please come forward.

[The President congratulated Mr. Yates, and
Hillary Clinton presented the medal.]

Again, let me thank the honorees for being
here today, thank all of you in the audience
who have come to support them and to sup-
port the arts.

Before we go, I just can’t resist saying this.
Just before I came out here, I learned today
that a great American writer and a friend of
Hillary’s and mine, Toni Morrison, was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature
today. I hope that in the years and struggles
ahead we will work hard together to keep
the arts and humanities alive and flourishing,
not just here in the Nation’s Capital or in
the cultural capitals of this great land but in
every community and in every neighborhood.

Remember, all the people we honor today
were once in an ordinary community in an
ordinary neighborhood living only with the
imagination they had that brought them to
this day and this honor. We have to find that
imagination and fire it in the children all over
America.

Thank you all, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Merv Griffin, former talk show
host, and comedian Rodney Dangerfield. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Address to the Nation on Somalia
October 7, 1993

Today I want to talk with you about our
Nation’s military involvement in Somalia. A
year ago, we all watched with horror as So-
mali children and their families lay dying by
the tens of thousands, dying the slow, agoniz-
ing death of starvation, a starvation brought
on not only by drought, but also by the anar-
chy that then prevailed in that country.

This past weekend we all reacted with
anger and horror as an armed Somali gang
desecrated the bodies of our American sol-
diers and displayed a captured American
pilot, all of them soldiers who were taking
part in an international effort to end the star-
vation of the Somali people themselves.
These tragic events raise hard questions
about our effort in Somalia. Why are we still
there? What are we trying to accomplish?
How did a humanitarian mission turn vio-
lent? And when will our people come home?

These questions deserve straight answers.
Let’s start by remembering why our troops
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went into Somalia in the first place. We went
because only the United States could help
stop one of the great human tragedies of this
time. A third of a million people had died
of starvation and disease. Twice that many
more were at risk of dying. Meanwhile, tons
of relief supplies piled up in the capital of
Mogadishu because a small number of Soma-
lis stopped food from reaching their own
countrymen.

Our consciences said, enough. In our Na-
tion’s best tradition, we took action with bi-
partisan support. President Bush sent in
28,000 American troops as part of a United
Nations humanitarian mission. Our troops
created a secure environment so that food
and medicine could get through. We saved
close to one million lives. And throughout
most of Somalia, everywhere but in
Mogadishu, life began returning to normal.
Crops are growing. Markets are reopening.
So are schools and hospitals.

Nearly a million Somalis still depend com-
pletely on relief supplies, but at least the star-
vation is gone. And none of this would have
happened without American leadership and
America’s troops.

Until June, things went well, with little vio-
lence. The United States reduced our troop
presence from 28,000 down to less than
5,000, with other nations picking up where
we left off. But then in June, the people who
caused much of the problem in the beginning
started attacking American, Pakistani, and
other troops who were there just to keep the
peace.

Rather than participate in building the
peace with others, these people sought to
fight and to disrupt, even if it means return-
ing Somalia to anarchy and mass famine. And
make no mistake about it, if we were to leave
Somalia tomorrow, other nations would
leave, too. Chaos would resume. The relief
effort would stop, and starvation soon would
return.

That knowledge has led us to continue our
mission. It is not our job to rebuild Somalia’s
society or even to create a political process
that can allow Somalia’s clans to live and
work in peace. The Somalis must do that for
themselves. The United Nations and many
African states are more than willing to help.
But we, we in the United States must decide

whether we will give them enough time to
have a reasonable chance to succeed.

We started this mission for the right rea-
sons, and we’re going to finish it in the right
way. In a sense, we came to Somalia to rescue
innocent people in a burning house. We’ve
nearly put the fire out, but some smoldering
embers remain. If we leave them now, those
embers will reignite into flames, and people
will die again. If we stay a short while longer
and do the right things, we’ve got a reason-
able chance of cooling off the embers and
getting other firefighters to take our place.

We also have to recognize that we cannot
leave now and still have all our troops present
and accounted for. And I want you to know
that I am determined to work for the security
of those Americans missing or held captive.
Anyone holding an American right now
should understand, above all else, that we
will hold them strictly responsible for our sol-
diers’ well-being. We expected them to be
well-treated, and we expect them to be re-
leased.

So now we face a choice. Do we leave
when the job gets tough, or when the job
is well done? Do we invite a return of mass
suffering, or do we leave in a way that gives
the Somalis a decent chance to survive?

Recently, General Colin Powell said this
about our choices in Somalia. ‘‘Because
things get difficult, you don’t cut and run.
You work the problem and try to find a cor-
rect solution.’’ I want to bring our troops
home from Somalia. Before the events of this
week, as I said, we had already reduced the
number of our troops there from 28,000 to
less than 5,000. We must complete that with-
drawal soon, and I will. But we must also
leave on our terms. We must do it right. And
here is what I intend to do.

This past week’s events make it clear that
even as we prepare to withdraw from Soma-
lia, we need more strength there. We need
more armor, more air power, to ensure that
our people are safe and that we can do our
job. Today, I have ordered 1,700 additional
Army troops and 104 additional armored ve-
hicles to Somalia to protect our troops and
to complete our mission. I’ve also ordered
an aircraft carrier and two amphibious
groups with 3,600 combat Marines to be sta-

VerDate 01-JUN-98 13:19 Jun 02, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00073 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P40OC4.008 INET01 PsN: INET01



2024 Oct. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

tioned offshore. These forces will be under
American command.

Their mission, what I am asking these
young Americans to do, is the following:

First, they are there to protect our troops
and our bases. We did not go to Somalia with
a military purpose. We never wanted to kill
anyone. But those who attack our soldiers
must know they will pay a very heavy price.

Second, they are there to keep open and
secure the roads, the port, and the lines of
communication that are essential for the
United Nations and the relief workers to
keep the flow of food and supplies and peo-
ple moving freely throughout the country so
that starvation and anarchy do not return.

Third, they are there to keep the pressure
on those who cut off relief supplies and at-
tacked our people, not to personalize the
conflict but to prevent a return to anarchy.

Fourth, through their pressure and their
presence, our troops will help to make it pos-
sible for the Somali people, working with
others, to reach agreements among them-
selves so that they can solve their problems
and survive when we leave. That is our mis-
sion.

I am proposing this plan because it will
let us finish leaving Somalia on our own
terms and without destroying all that two ad-
ministrations have accomplished there. For,
if we were to leave today, we know what
would happen. Within months, Somali chil-
dren again would be dying in the streets. Our
own credibility with friends and allies would
be severely damaged. Our leadership in
world affairs would be undermined at the
very time when people are looking to Amer-
ica to help promote peace and freedom in
the post-cold-war world. And all around the
world, aggressors, thugs, and terrorists will
conclude that the best way to get us to
change our policies is to kill our people. It
would be open season on Americans.

That is why I am committed to getting this
job done in Somalia, not only quickly but also
effectively. To do that, I am taking steps to
ensure troops from other nations are ready
to take the place of our own soldiers. We’ve
already withdrawn some 20,000 troops, and
more than that number have replaced them
from over two dozen other nations. Now we
will intensify efforts to have other countries

deploy more troops to Somalia to assure that
security will remain when we’re gone.

And we’ll complete the replacement of
U.S. military logistics personnel with civilian
contractors who can provide the same sup-
port to the United Nations. While we’re tak-
ing military steps to protect our own people
and to help the U.N. maintain a secure envi-
ronment, we must pursue new diplomatic ef-
forts to help the Somalis find a political solu-
tion to their problems. That is the only kind
of outcome that can endure.

For fundamentally, the solution to Soma-
lia’s problems is not a military one, it is politi-
cal. Leaders of the neighboring African
states, such as Ethiopia and Eritrea, have of-
fered to take the lead in efforts to build a
settlement among the Somali people that can
preserve order and security. I have directed
my representatives to pursue such efforts vig-
orously. And I’ve asked Ambassador Bob
Oakley, who served effectively in two admin-
istrations as our representative in Somalia,
to travel again to the region immediately to
advance this process.

Obviously, even then there is no guarantee
that Somalia will rid itself of violence and
suffering. But at least we will have given So-
malia a reasonable chance. This week some
15,000 Somalis took to the streets to express
sympathy for our losses, to thank us for our
effort. Most Somalis are not hostile to us but
grateful. And they want to use this oppor-
tunity to rebuild their country.

It is my judgment and that of my military
advisers that we may need up to 6 months
to complete these steps and to conduct an
orderly withdrawal. We’ll do what we can to
complete the mission before then. All Amer-
ican troops will be out of Somalia no later
than March the 31st, except for a few hun-
dred support personnel in noncombat roles.

If we take these steps, if we take the time
to do the job right, I am convinced we will
have lived up to the responsibilities of Amer-
ican leadership in the world. And we will
have proved that we are committed to ad-
dressing the new problems of a new era.

When out troops in Somalia came under
fire this last weekend, we witnessed a dra-
matic example of the heroic ethic of our
American military. When the first Black
Hawk helicopter was downed this weekend,
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the other American troops didn’t retreat al-
though they could have. Some 90 of them
formed a perimeter around the helicopter,
and they held that ground under intensely
heavy fire. They stayed with their comrades.
That’s the kind of soldiers they are. That’s
the kind of people we are.

So let us finish the work we set out to do.
Let us demonstrate to the world, as genera-
tions of Americans have done before us, that
when Americans take on a challenge, they
do the job right.

Let me express my thanks and my grati-
tude and my profound sympathy to the fami-
lies of the young Americans who were killed
in Somalia. My message to you is, your coun-
try is grateful, and so is the rest of the world,
and so are the vast majority of the Somali
people. Our mission from this day forward
is to increase our strength, do our job, bring
our soldiers out, and bring them home.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:02 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at a White House Dinner
Honoring Arts and Humanities
Award Recipients
October 7, 1993

Ladies and gentlemen, let me welcome
you all to the White House and thank you
for coming and for each of your contributions
to the rich cultural life of our great Nation.
I want to say a special word of appreciation
again to the honorees from this afternoon.
I had a wonderful time with all of you this
afternoon. So many of you have forgiven my
ad-lib jokes, I might ask you back again next
week. [Laughter] I may have you tell my
daughter I’m funny after all.

I want you to know, that to all of you who
have been honored and to all of the distin-
guished artists who are here as our guests
tonight who didn’t join us this afternoon, we
are all very much in your debt. You have,
each in your own way, enriched our lives and
helped us to learn more and feel more deeply
and to become more of the people God
meant for us to be. We applaud your work.
We honor your contributions, and I ask you
now that all of us together raise our glasses

in toast to the artists, the writers, the humani-
tarians who have made America the place it
is today.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:30
p.m. in the State Dining Room at the White
House.

Message to the Congress on Naval
Petroleum Reserves
October 7, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 201(3) of the

Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am informing
you of my decision to extend the period of
maximum efficient rate production of the
naval petroleum reserves for 3 years from
April 5, 1994, the expiration date of the cur-
rently authorized production period.

The report investigating the necessity of
continued production of the reserves as re-
quired by section 201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the
Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 is attached. Based on the report’s find-
ings, I hereby certify that continued produc-
tion from the naval petroleum reserves is in
the national interest.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 7, 1993.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Meeting With Syrian
Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara
October 7, 1993

The President met with Syrian Foreign
Minister Farouk al-Shara this afternoon.
They had a constructive discussion about re-
cent developments in the Middle East peace
process and next steps in that process.

President Clinton expressed his commit-
ment to achieving a comprehensive peace
between Israel and all its Arab neighbors. He
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