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the other American troops didn’t retreat al-
though they could have. Some 90 of them
formed a perimeter around the helicopter,
and they held that ground under intensely
heavy fire. They stayed with their comrades.
That’s the kind of soldiers they are. That’s
the kind of people we are.

So let us finish the work we set out to do.
Let us demonstrate to the world, as genera-
tions of Americans have done before us, that
when Americans take on a challenge, they
do the job right.

Let me express my thanks and my grati-
tude and my profound sympathy to the fami-
lies of the young Americans who were killed
in Somalia. My message to you is, your coun-
try is grateful, and so is the rest of the world,
and so are the vast majority of the Somali
people. Our mission from this day forward
is to increase our strength, do our job, bring
our soldiers out, and bring them home.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:02 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at a White House Dinner
Honoring Arts and Humanities
Award Recipients
October 7, 1993

Ladies and gentlemen, let me welcome
you all to the White House and thank you
for coming and for each of your contributions
to the rich cultural life of our great Nation.
I want to say a special word of appreciation
again to the honorees from this afternoon.
I had a wonderful time with all of you this
afternoon. So many of you have forgiven my
ad-lib jokes, I might ask you back again next
week. [Laughter] I may have you tell my
daughter I’m funny after all.

I want you to know, that to all of you who
have been honored and to all of the distin-
guished artists who are here as our guests
tonight who didn’t join us this afternoon, we
are all very much in your debt. You have,
each in your own way, enriched our lives and
helped us to learn more and feel more deeply
and to become more of the people God
meant for us to be. We applaud your work.
We honor your contributions, and I ask you
now that all of us together raise our glasses

in toast to the artists, the writers, the humani-
tarians who have made America the place it
is today.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:30
p.m. in the State Dining Room at the White
House.

Message to the Congress on Naval
Petroleum Reserves
October 7, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 201(3) of the

Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am informing
you of my decision to extend the period of
maximum efficient rate production of the
naval petroleum reserves for 3 years from
April 5, 1994, the expiration date of the cur-
rently authorized production period.

The report investigating the necessity of
continued production of the reserves as re-
quired by section 201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the
Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 is attached. Based on the report’s find-
ings, I hereby certify that continued produc-
tion from the naval petroleum reserves is in
the national interest.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 7, 1993.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Meeting With Syrian
Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara
October 7, 1993

The President met with Syrian Foreign
Minister Farouk al-Shara this afternoon.
They had a constructive discussion about re-
cent developments in the Middle East peace
process and next steps in that process.

President Clinton expressed his commit-
ment to achieving a comprehensive peace
between Israel and all its Arab neighbors. He
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