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referred to David Wilhelm, chairman, Kathleen
Vick, secretary, Lottie Shackelford, Martha Love,
and Debra DeLee, vice chairs, Democratic Na-
tional Committee.

Exchange With Reporters on
Departure for New Brunswick, New
Jersey
October 8, 1993

Secretary of Defense Les Aspin
Q. Are you going to support Les Aspin?
The President. Well, yes. I mean, what

is the question in reference to? I’m sorry.
Q. In reference to all the complaints on

Capitol Hill about his performance.
The President. Well, I will say again, I

asked Secretary Aspin why the extra—
weren’t sent to Somalia. He said to me that
when they were asked for, there was no con-
sensus among the Joint Chiefs that it should
be done. And he normally relied on their
reaching a consensus recommendation on an
issue like that, a military—[inaudible]. And
secondly that it was never suggested to him
that they were needed for the kind of defen-
sive purposes that it’s been speculated that
they’re useful for during this last raid, that
it was only for offensive purposes, and that
it was his best judgment that we were trying
to get the political track going again, and we
didn’t want to send a signal that we were
trying to conduct more offense in Somalia.
He also said if anybody had made the defen-
sive argument, that would have been an en-
tirely different thing. And obviously if he had
known then what he knows now, he would
have made a different decision.

Q. Mr. President, did you know about the
request in advance, sir?

The President. Did I know? No.
Q. Were you told—[inaudible]—and also

do you think——
The President. No. And I was talking to

General Powell on a very regular basis about
this whole thing. This was not something that
anybody brought to me directly.

Somalia
Q. Why won’t the Somali warlords just go

underground for 6 months and wait for us
to get out and then declare victory? Isn’t

there a danger in giving them a deadline
when we’re going to get out?

The President. Well, it might happen. But
keep in mind, we’re going to wind up—by
then there should be an even larger U.N.
force there. And that’s our objective. In 6
months, we will have been there well over
a year longer than we ever committed to stay.

So we will have given them well over a
year longer, more personnel, and more ef-
forts in this endeavor. We have obligations
elsewhere, including this very important ef-
fort that we’ve invested a lot in in Haiti, to
try to support that. So, I just don’t believe
that we can be in a position of staying longer
than that.

I also think once we send a signal to them
that we’re not going to tolerate people mess-
ing with us or trying to hurt our people or
trying to interrupt the U.N. mission, that we
have no interest in denying anybody access
to playing a role in Somalia’s political future.
I think a mixed message has been sent out
there in the last couple of months by people
who are doing the right thing. Our people
are doing the right thing. They’re trying to
keep our folks alive, trying to keep the peace-
keeping mission going, trying to get the food
out there. But we need to clearly state, un-
ambiguously, that our job is not to decide
who gets to play a role in post-war Somalia,
that we want the political process to work.
So let’s give it a chance to work and see if
it does.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:20 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Proclamation 6607—Leif Erikson
Day, 1993
October 8, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
At this time every year, Americans cele-

brate Leif Erikson Day. In so doing, we com-
memorate the voyages of the great Norse ex-
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plorer who first set foot on North America
nearly a thousand years ago. At the same
time, we also celebrate the enduring ties be-
tween America and the Nordic countries and
take note of the outstanding contributions
that Nordic Americans have made to the
United States. In a sense, the bonds that Leif
Erikson—son of Iceland, grandson of Nor-
way—forged continue unbroken today. We
maintain an impressive exchange of people
and ideas with the Nordic countries.

The early settlers inherited an adventurous
spirit that had led their ancestors from Scan-
dinavia to much of Europe and into the At-
lantic. In addition, these adventurers started
from lands that were already halfway points
between the Old World and the New. Even
today, the Nordic countries, which possess
a commitment to open, democratic societies
and to peaceful relations among nations,
serve as links between Europe and the rest
of the world.

At a time when the relations between Eu-
rope and America are being redefined, the
Nordic countries retain their important role
in fostering democracy, transatlantic co-
operation, and an open trading system. Their
many contributions to international diplo-
macy, humanitarian assistance, and peace-
keeping in the world’s trouble spots set a high
standard that the rest of the world greatly
admires. Americans who trace their roots to
the Nordic countries—Denmark, Finland,
Iceland, Norway, and Sweden—not only con-
tinue to enrich their new homeland, but also
play a key part in providing a link across the
Atlantic, just as their ancestors did a thou-
sand years ago.

In honor of Leif Erikson and of our Nor-
dic-American heritage, the Congress, by joint
resolution approved on September 2, 1964
(Public Law 88–566), has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim October
9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 1993, as Leif
Erikson Day. I also encourage the people of
the United States to observe this occasion
by learning more about our rich Nordic-
American heritage and the early history of
our continent.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:35 p.m., October 12, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Proclamation 6608—Columbus Day,
1993
October 8, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
During 1993 the world has embarked on

new trails to expand humanity’s horizons and
to promote the betterment of the human
condition. As we look with hope to the fu-
ture, we also pay homage to our past and
to those who have helped shape our Nation
and continent. It is therefore fitting that the
voyages of Christopher Columbus be re-
membered. I welcome this opportunity to sa-
lute this man of great courage, who, in defi-
ance of popular myth and hardship, had the
vision to explore the unknown.

Even though the Quincentennial celebra-
tions of Columbus’ landfall are past, it is still
our duty to promote understanding between
the old and new worlds. It is important to
commemorate the mutual discovery of Euro-
peans and Native Americans and the trans-
formations, through toil and pain, that gave
birth to brave new hopes for a better future.

For the United States, it is especially sig-
nificant that we recognize the daring voyages
of Christopher Columbus. As a people whose
land was founded on dreams, we proceed
today, just as Columbus did, with courage
to overcome obstacles and search for new
paths to lead us into an unknown, but prom-
ising, future.

Many people in the United States have
special reason to remember and celebrate
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