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year. It would be a great Christmas present
to the American people to stand up for safety.

Finally, let me just say that each of us in
our own way are going to ask ourselves what
we can do to deal with this. We have a cul-
ture of violence. We glorify it. I was delighted
to see some of the television networks volun-
tarily say that they were going to do their
best to try to monitor the content of violence
and reduce it and degradation of people dur-
ing prime time television.

We have got to take a whole generation
of young people who have very short atten-
tion spans for whom the future has no claim
because they cannot even imagine the future,
and slowly, carefully, and one-on-one, neigh-
borhood by neighborhood, community by
community, help them to rebuild the kind
of inner strength and sense of values and dis-
cipline and control and hope that will permit
us to go where we need to go. No law will
do that, but that is not an excuse not to pass
these laws.

So I ask you today, here in this great place,
let us recommit ourselves to keeping what’s
right about the health care system and to ex-
pand the reach of what is right when we can,
with universal coverage by giving pharma-
ceutical products to the elderly who are not
poor enough to be on Medicaid but are on
Medicare and the working people whose
children may need it. Let us do that.

And let us have the courage to admit that
some of these problems we will never fix
until we change our ways as a Nation, and
let’s start with violence, begin with guns, and
prove that we can do in America what you
are doing here in New Jersey. Thank you and
God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:41 p.m. in the
Atrium. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Jim
Cahill of New Brunswick; Sheriff Armando
Fontura of Essex County; Harvey A. Holzberg,
president and chief executive officer, and Dr. Jef-
frey Hammond, chief, trauma surgery and critical
care, Robert Wood Johnson Hospital; and Patricia
Jones, mother of a current patient who suffered
from a gunshot wound. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6609—National School
Lunch Week, 1993
October 8, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since 1946, the National School Lunch

Program has demonstrated a partnership be-
tween Federal, State, and local officials in
providing nutritious low-cost and free meals
to America’s schoolchildren. Our commit-
ment to the National School Lunch Program
reflects our recognition of the importance of
nutrition to our children’s health and to our
Nation’s future.

Currently, the National School Lunch Pro-
gram operates in more than 90 percent of
the Nation’s public schools and serves about
25 million lunches a day. Many of our chil-
dren receive their only nutritious meal of the
day at school. These school meals not only
increase students’ attention span and learn-
ing capabilities, but also improve their overall
health. School lunches also teach children
good dietary habits. Cafeterias become learn-
ing laboratories, putting into practice the
classroom lessons learned by the students on
the importance of nutrition to health and
well-being.

There is no longer any question that diet
is related to good health, and school meal
programs should meet the Dietary Guide-
lines for Americans so that children get nutri-
tious meals. Like preventive medicine, the
value of school lunches will multiply and the
benefits will last a lifetime. National School
Lunch Week affords us the opportunity to
take a fresh look at the National School
Lunch Program to determine what changes
are necessary in order to meet these dietary
guidelines. We also can recognize health pro-
fessionals, school food service personnel,
teachers, principals, parents, community
leaders, and others for their commitment to
ensuring that the lunches served in their
schools will provide the nutrition so impor-
tant to young students.

In recognition of the contributions of the
National School Lunch Program to the nutri-
tional well-being of children, the Congress,
by joint resolution of October 9, 1962 (Public
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Law No. 87–780), has designated the week
beginning the second Sunday in October in
each year as ‘‘National School Lunch Week’’
and has requested the President to issue a
proclamation in observance of that week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning Oc-
tober 10, 1993, as National School Lunch
Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize
those individuals whose efforts contribute to
the success of this valuable program.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:09 p.m., October 12, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 9, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
14.

The President’s Radio Address
October 9, 1993

Good morning. For many Americans today
is the beginning of a long weekend, a time
to bring out the wool sweaters and coats, our
security against the change of seasons. In this
remarkable period of our history, our Nation
is facing changes longer lasting than fall and
winter. But these changes require a certain
security, too.

Throughout the campaign for this office
and since I became your President, I’ve been
asking that we have the courage to change,
to compete in the world economy, and to
bring prosperity back home. But we can’t
embrace change fully unless our own people
feel a high level of personal and family secu-
rity, a security about our place in the world.
I’m happy to report that we’re making real
progress on that, too. Our first job was to
address economic security with a budget that
seriously cuts the Federal deficit, that has led
to record lows in long-term interest rates and 

that has led to good news in increasing bank
lending and housing starts and business in-
vestments.

Since I became President, our economy
has created more than a million private sec-
tor jobs, more jobs in 8 months than all those
created in the previous 4 years. But it’s just
a beginning. Many of our people are still
struggling, and we won’t quit fighting for
them. As long as the economy isn’t working
for working people, we’ll be working to fix
it.

We took on the issue of medical security
because true security for our families and for
the economy is clearly incomplete without
it. Our administration’s plan for health care
reform will reduce waste and cost, and most
importantly, will give our citizens health care
that’s always there, that can’t be taken away.
And the blanket of security for Americans
has another side to it: personal security. Our
people have the right to feel safe where they
live, work, play, and go to school. But too
many of our people are denied that right.

I’ve talked with parents who were afraid
to send their children to schools where other
kids carry guns. I’ve talked with children who
were so afraid of becoming caught up with
gangs, they didn’t ever want to leave their
homes. I’ve talked with police officers who
felt anger and frustration at trying, some-
times against overwhelming odds, to stem an
epidemic of violence, especially from chil-
dren, better armed than police, who shoot
other children. And most important, I’ve
talked with the victims.

Yesterday, I visited a trauma center in New
Jersey and saw what people with guns can
do to other people. I met a woman who
couldn’t speak anymore because her husband
shot her in the throat. I met a man who took
a bullet in his chest during a robbery attempt.
I met a child whose mother was killed by
an assault rifle. It was heartbreaking, and it
was an outrage.

These kind of attacks happen too often.
They shatter lives. They destroy families. And
more and more, they kill children. Violent
crime crowds our emergency rooms and
drains our medical resources. And it is si-
phoning away our humanity. Gunshot
wounds are now the major cause of death
among teenage boys.
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