
2085Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Oct. 15

Proclamation 6612—White Cane
Safety Day, 1993
October 15, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
To thousands of visually impaired Ameri-

cans the white cane means freedom—free-
dom to move safely and independently
through their daily lives, participating fully
in the activities of their homes, places of em-
ployment, and communities. White Cane
Safety Day not only celebrates the accom-
plishments of the visually impaired, but also
recognizes our Nation’s commitment to re-
move any physical or attitudinal barriers that
Americans with disabilities may still face.

This commitment underscores our con-
tinuing efforts to implement fully the provi-
sions of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990, which prohibits discrimination
against persons with disabilities in such areas
as employment, public accommodations,
telecommunications, and transportation.

In tribute to the white cane and all that
it symbolizes for our society, the Congress,
by Joint Resolution approved in 1964, has
designated October 15 of each year as
‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 15, 1993, as
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon all Amer-
icans to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:32 p.m., October 15, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 19.

Statement on Award of the Nobel
Peace Prize to Nelson Mandela and
F.W. de Klerk
October 15, 1993

The Nobel Committee has made an in-
spired choice in selecting ANC President
Nelson Mandela and State President F.W.
de Klerk to share the 1993 Nobel Peace
Prize. These two farsighted and courageous
leaders have overcome a legacy of racial dis-
trust to reach agreement on a framework
which has set South Africa on the path of
peaceful reconciliation and nonracial democ-
racy. It is entirely fitting that, having worked
so closely together for progress, they should
share the most prestigious international rec-
ognition for their success in setting in motion
the transition to a new political order in
South Africa.

In selecting these two great leaders, the
Nobel Committee has also chosen to honor
the many other South Africans who have
struggled for so long to achieve racial har-
mony and justice. It is a testament to the
great strides for progress they have made and
an endorsement of their hope for a free and
democratic South Africa.

It is sadly ironic that just as Presidents
de Klerk and Mandela receive the recogni-
tion they and their associates so richly de-
serve, others hesitate to join them in the cre-
ation of a new, fully democratic South Africa.
Still others are committed to violence which
could destroy their current and future
achievements. I urge those who have with-
drawn from the common political process to
rethink their positions and contribute their
efforts to complete the great work under-
taken by Presidents Mandela and de Klerk.

The American people join me in offering
their deepest congratulations to these two
great statesmen and all the people of South
Africa. I am certain that with similar courage
and dedication they can face the challenges
and tasks ahead. The many Americans from
all walks of life who supported the struggle
to end apartheid will be at the side of South
Africans as they build a nonracial democracy.
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