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Before I close, I want to say a word about
our brave helicopter pilot who was held and
then released in Somalia. Tonight Michael
Durant is on his way home. We are thankful
beyond words that Chief Warrant Officer
Durant will be reunited with his family and
that he will recover from his wounds. At the
same time, our hearts and the hearts of all
Americans go out to the 18 families who are
grieving tonight for their loved ones who
were lost in Somalia and to nearly 100 others
who were wounded. They and their com-
rades are in our prayers.

God bless you all, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6613—World Food
Day, 1993 and 1994
October 16, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Arising from poverty, homelessness, civil

strife or famine, hunger burdens the lives of
nearly 800 million people throughout the
world. Women and children suffer the most.
Studies suggest that in developing countries,
some 36 percent of children under 6 years
of age are moderately or severely undernour-
ished.

On this World Food Day, let us commit
ourselves to bringing change to the lives of
those who suffer from hunger and to preserv-
ing the resources we will need in the years
ahead.

Failure to protect our environment now
and in the future will clearly affect the ability
of countries to produce food and fiber for
growing populations. The United Nations has
indicated that the world may not be able to
feed itself by sometime early in the next cen-
tury if we continue to abuse productive soil.
If world food production is to be maintained
and enhanced, we must learn to safeguard
the biological diversity that underpins our ag-
ricultural system. Today, the biological foun-

dation is imperiled. Traditional crop varieties
and animal breeds are becoming endan-
gered. Many are already extinct. When we
lose a traditional wheat or rice variety, we
lose its unique characteristics and its poten-
tial pest and disease resistance, drought tol-
erance, or nutritional benefits. Nature’s di-
versity is a precious inheritance. We cannot
live on this earth without it. Through sound
agricultural practices and intelligent shep-
herding of our natural resources, we can
nourish and protect our land, forests, rivers,
and streams.

The almost constant threat of famine in
Africa and the continuing food problems in
Asia should remind us all of our global vul-
nerability, especially as the population con-
tinues to grow. Raising the global commu-
nity’s awareness of the hunger that afflicts
the young, the infirm, the poor, and the el-
derly—and considering the needs of others
each day—can bring change and help ensure
our food supply for the future.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
218, has designated October 16, 1993, and
October 16, 1994, as ‘‘World Food Day’’ and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of
these days.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 16, 1993, and
October 16, 1994, as World Food Day. I call
on all Americans to observe these days with
appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:59 p.m., October 18, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 20.
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Proclamation 6614—National Forest
Products Week, 1993
October 16, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our National Forests are a priceless herit-

age, a gift that we hold in trust for future
generations. As stewards of this inheritance,
we have the obligation of preserving the ca-
pacity of these lands to sustain, not only
themselves, but also the species that depend
on them. Even as we strive to fulfill this obli-
gation, the American people are asking fun-
damental questions about how our National
Forests are managed and about how best to
ensure a healthy and productive land.

Much has already been done to protect
our forests. Of the 191 million acres of Na-
tional Forest, 34 million have been set aside
as part of the wilderness preservation system,
a system that safeguards wilderness for fu-
ture use and enjoyment. National Forests in-
clude more than 4,300 miles of designated
segments of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers Systems. These rivers are maintained
in a free-flowing condition for the enjoyment
of this and future generations.

Much more remains to be done, and we
are only beginning to fathom, however in-
completely, the complexities of the eco-
systems of which our National Forests are
composed. We know that over 250 threat-
ened and endangered species of fish, ani-
mals, and plants inhabit National Forests and
are dependent on them for survival. We also
know that the key to protecting these and
other species is to maintain healthy eco-
systems through effective management of
National Forests. In addition, we now under-
stand that our forests are only one part of
a global mosaic of forest ecosystems and that,
if we are to be a world leader in environ-
mental conservation, our stewardship must
set standards for the world to emulate.

Our National Forests are also vital to our
physical and spiritual well-being. National
Forests are the single largest provider of out-
door recreation in the United States, provid-
ing 288 million visitor days at Forest Service

campgrounds, picnic areas, and other recre-
ation attractions in the past year. Products
generated from National Forests support
jobs for hundreds of thousands of workers,
most located in rural America. People whose
livelihoods are dependent on forest products
industries must be considered as we reexam-
ine the role of National Forests in promoting
the welfare of all Americans.

Clearly, we are moving toward a new era
in the stewardship of public lands. This new
era is one in which we must blend environ-
mental values with the needs of people in
such a way that the National Forests rep-
resent diverse, healthy, productive, and sus-
tainable ecosystems. Ecosystem management
must be grounded on sound science and on
compliance with existing law.

In recognition of the central role our for-
ests play in enhancing the welfare of our Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753
(36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of
each year as ‘‘National Forest Products
Week’’ and requested the President to issue
a proclamation in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning Oc-
tober 17, 1993, as National Forest Products
Week and call upon all Americans to observe
that week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:58 p.m., October 18, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 20.

Remarks to the National Breast
Cancer Coalition
October 18, 1993

Thank you very much. Secretary Shalala
and Fran, Dr. Love, distinguished Members
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