
2115Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Oct. 20

make sure that we can get the training we
need for people who will be dislocated. We
need to do that for people anyway, all across
America. And we will have a strategy to help
those areas of the country that are already
in trouble that have nothing to do with this.
But the Congress tells me over and over
again, they hear from the people who are
against NAFTA because they’re afraid and
they’re whipped up. They don’t hear from
the people who are for it, who are going to
win.

So we brought you here today not only
to send a message to them but so that I could
ask you and companies like you and employ-
ees like your employees all across America
to call or write the Members of the Congress
in every State, without regard to party, to
talk about this. They need to hear from peo-
ple who will get jobs, who will have increased
incomes, who will have increased opportuni-
ties.

I agree with Mr. Iacocca. We have no one
to blame but ourselves if this thing goes
down. We’ve got the facts on our side;
they’ve got the fear on their side. We need
to get the facts to the Congress in the faces
of the people who will win from this agree-
ment. And we have to do that.

Every time you have to face a big change
in your life, you can make one of two deci-
sions: You can hunker down and hope it’ll
go away, or you can sort of face it and make
it turn out all right. You can make change
your friend. If you hunker down and hope
it goes away, that works about one time in
100. The other 99 percent of the time, you
better figure out a way to make change your
friend, because it’s coming at you anyway.
The world economy is coming at us anyway.
We have already paid the price for our inad-
equacies. We are now competitive, and we
can win. And it is time we use NAFTA to
prove it to ourselves, as well as to the rest
of the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Harold Sumpter, senior vice presi-
dent, H&H Industries, and steelworker Bob
Scheydt.

Statement on Signing the Executive
Order on Federal Acquisition,
Recycling, and Waste Prevention
October 20, 1993

Families, businesses, and communities all
across America know that recycling makes
sense. It saves money and it protects the en-
vironment. It’s time for the Government to
set an example and provide real leadership
that will help create jobs and protect the en-
vironment, encouraging new markets for re-
cycled products and new technologies.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a White House announcement on the President’s
signing of Executive Order 12873.

Executive Order 12873—Federal
Acquisition, Recycling, and Waste
Prevention
October 20, 1993

Whereas, the Nation’s interest is served
when the Federal Government can make
more efficient use of natural resources by
maximizing recycling and preventing waste
wherever possible;

Whereas, this Administration is deter-
mined to strengthen the role of the Federal
Government as an enlightened, environ-
mentally conscious and concerned consumer;

Whereas, the Federal Government
should—through cost-effective waste pre-
vention and recycling activities—work to
conserve disposal capacity, and serve as a
model in this regard for private and other
public institutions; and

Whereas, the use of recycled and environ-
mentally preferable products and services by
the Federal Government can spur private
sector development of new technologies and
use of such products, thereby creating busi-
ness and employment opportunities and en-
hancing regional and local economies and the
national economy;

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
by the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, Public Law 89–272, 79
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