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program, a family policy, and a law enforce-
ment policy, and a commitment to rescuing
our kids that will permit us to do that, we
will not have the security we need to lead
the world and to face the future. I believe
that we are on the road to changing this
country. I know what I saw on September
the 13th, when Arafat and Rabin shook
hands, was an instant, shocking realization all
across the world that things we never thought
possible were, in fact, possible.

And I ask you to help me now liberate
the imagination and the spirit, and the energy
of the American people for the jobs that we
have yet to do at home and abroad, because
those things can also be done.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m., at the
National Museum of Women in the Arts. In his
remarks, he referred to David Wilhelm, chairman
of the Democratic National Committee; Norman
Brownstein, an attorney and Democratic fund-
raiser from Denver, CO; Wilhelmena Holladay,
president, National Museum of Women in the
Arts and her husband, Wallace Holladay.

Statement on Signing the
Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1994
October 21, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2493,
the ‘‘Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1994.’’

The bill makes a significant shift in prior-
ities by funding $745 million of my invest-
ment proposals, including full funding of the
investment proposals for the Food Safety and
Inspection initiative and for the Food and
Drug Administration.

The Congress has also adopted my goal
to phase in full funding for the Special Sup-
plemental Food Program for Women, Infants
and Children (WIC). This bill provides $3.2
billion for WIC, an increase of 12 percent
over FY 1993.

The bill includes significant funding for my
Rural Development initiative, which will pro-
vide grants, direct loans, and loan guarantees

for rural residents, communities, and busi-
nesses, as well as for inducements to promote
economic development.

I commend the Congress for making fur-
ther progress toward reform of price-support
programs for honey, wool, and mohair as rec-
ommended by the National Performance Re-
view. The bill suspends honey subsidy pay-
ments for the 1994 crop of honey; however,
payments on the 1993 honey crop will be
made in FY 1994.

I am pleased that the removal of employ-
ment floors will facilitate my objective of re-
ducing Federal employment.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 21, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2493, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–111.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Tax Convention
With the Slovak Republic
October 21, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Be-
tween the United States of America and the
Slovak Republic for the Avoidance of Double
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income and
Capital, signed at Bratislava on October 8,
1993. Also transmitted for the information
of the Senate is the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Convention.

The Convention will be the first income
tax convention between the two countries.
It is intended it reduce the distortions (dou-
ble taxation or excessive taxation) that can
arise when two countries tax the same in-
come. It will modernize tax relations between
the two countries and will facilitate greater
private sector U.S. investment in the Slovak
Republic.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation.

William J. Clinton
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The White House,
October 21, 1993.

Statement on Signing the
Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1994
October 21, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2518,
the ‘‘Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 1994.’’

This Act provides funding for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, and several smaller agencies.
Programs within these agencies address the
training and employment needs of our Na-
tion’s work force, the Federal role in our
education system, and fundamental elements
of our health care network.

This Act provides funding for a number
of my high-priority investment proposals
within the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services (HHS), and Education.
These include the Head Start program, Goals
2000 program, School-to-Work program, Im-
munization grants, and the National Insti-
tutes of Health.

The Act provides funding for investment
initiatives for automation and disability proc-
essing within the Social Security Administra-
tion (SSA). This will help SSA improve the
quality of service to millions of Americans.

I am pleased that the Act provides a large
increase in funding for programs authorized
under the Ryan White CARE Act. Programs
authorized under this Act represent major
steps forward in the battle against the AIDS
epidemic.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 21, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2518, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–112. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 22.

Statement on Signing the Continuing
Appropriations Resolution
October 21, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 281,
a Continuing Resolution that funds the oper-
ations of the Federal Government during
October 22–28, 1993.

A Continuing Resolution is necessary at
this time in order to keep the Government
functioning while the Congress completes
the appropriations process.

I commend the Congress for presenting
me with a funding measure that provides for
a simple, temporary extension of normal gov-
ernment operations and is free of extraneous
amendments. I urge the Congress to com-
plete the regular appropriations process by
October 28th so that an additional Continu-
ing Resolution can be avoided.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 21, 1993.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 281, approved October 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–113. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 22.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress
October 22, 1993

NAFTA
The President. Ladies and gentlemen,

just let me make one opening remark, and
I’ll answer a couple of questions. I want to
thank Mr. Michel for once again bringing a
group of Republicans in—that he and Mr.
Gingrich have arranged for some first-term
Republicans to come in and meet with me
and Ambassador Kantor and Mr. Frenzel and
Mr. Daley. And we’re glad to have a chance
to discuss NAFTA.

This has been a hard week for us, a hard
working week. I have made several congres-
sional meetings, and of course we had the
great products fair with Mr. Iacocca. We’re
trying to work out some of the practical de-
tails now on how to deal with the reduction
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