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vironmentally devastated nation, at least in
this hemisphere. And there are a lot of real
opportunities for the people to return to a
normal life and for all the people in the army
and the police to find some reconciliation in
a legitimate and lawful society. It’s very sad.

But I would remind you that with regard
to the embargo, the sanctions, that’s what we
were asked to do by the Government of
Haiti. The government supported the return
of the sanctions. But I imagine that it must
be very discouraging to the people. They
thought they were on the brink of having a
normal government, a normal life, free of
corruption and oppression, and it’s frustrat-
ing to them.

I know what people are saying about
Aristide; you could look at the alternatives.
And we have to go based on the evidence,
the conduct of people. And so far we have
no—he’s done everything he said he would
do. And he’s been more than willing to reach
out to others. And he made strict guarantees
as to the security of the—that his former op-
ponents, something that they weren’t willing
to do, and certainly something they haven’t
practiced. And we even said if—the whole
U.N. process was set up to reinforce that.

Q. Having said that about Mr. Aristide,
is there a compromise candidate somewhere,
someone who may not be Mr. Aristide but
who may be a compromise with the regime
there now to normalize things in Haiti?

The President. Our position is what our
position is right now. Our position is we have
sanctions on, because the Governors Island
Agreement was violated. They have a—and
he was elected to a term of office. And that’s
my position.

Q. When do you think Aristide may be
back in Haiti? When might you get him back
in there?

The President. I was hoping he’d be back
on October—like I said, that country has suf-
fered a long time. We’ve seen a lot of evi-
dence, even from Haitian-Americans that the
people there do not want to leave. And a
lot of people who live elsewhere might go
home if they just had a decent place to go
home to, if they didn’t have to worry about
being beat up or bribed or oppressed, have
a real decent chance to make a living. And
that’s what the world community, that’s what

the countries in this hemisphere wanted to
help Haiti achieve. And it’s unfortunate that
the people down there decided they’d rather
keep a stranglehold on a shrinking future
than play a legitimate part of an expanding
future. That’s a decision they’re going to have
to make.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 8:30
a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
October 23, 1993

Good morning. Last year I waged a cam-
paign for President on a commitment to
change our economic course in Washington,
to change economic policy and put the Amer-
ican people first. After a long struggle we
are finally seeing signs of hope in our econ-
omy. We have moved to significantly lower
our Federal deficit, and now we have the
lowest interest rates in 30 years. That’s bring-
ing back business investment, housing starts,
purchases of expensive capital equipment.
And now in the past 8 months, our economy
has created more jobs in the private sector
than were created in the previous 4 years.

We’ve still got a long way to go. We need
more investment, more jobs that pay living
wages, more opportunity for our students
and workers to train and retrain themselves
for a changing global economy. We’ll never
make America what it ought to be until we
provide real health security for all our peo-
ple, health care that’s always there, that can
never be taken away, that controls costs and
maintains quality and coverage.

But we can’t do any of those things until
the American people really feel secure
enough to make the changes we need to
make. I see evidence of that uncertainty, that
insecurity, as I struggle to expand trade op-
portunities for our people through passing
the North American Free Trade Agreement;
as I struggle to convince people we should
open our markets to others and force other
markets open so that we can sell more of
our high-tech equipment around the world;
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as we try to get people to accept the fact
that most folks will change jobs seven or eight
times in a lifetime, and therefore we can’t
have job security, but we can have employ-
ment security if we have a real lifetime sys-
tem of education and training. All these
changes require a level of confidence in our
institutions and in ourselves, a belief that
America can still compete and win, and that
the American dream can still be alive.

One of the problems in inspiring that con-
fidence in America is that we’ve become the
most dangerous big country in the world. We
have a higher percentage of our people be-
hind bars than any other nation in the world.
We’ve had 90,000 murders in this country
in the last 4 years. The American people in-
creasingly feel that they’re not secure in their
homes, on their streets, or even in their
schools. This explosion of crime and violence
is changing the way our people live, making
too many of us hesitant, often paralyzed with
fear at a time when we need to be bold.
When our children are dying, often at the
hands of other children with guns, it’s pretty
tough to talk about anything else. Today,
there are more than 200 million guns on our
streets, and we have more Federally licensed
gun dealers—who, believe it or not, can get
a license from your Federal Government for
only $10—than we have gas stations.

It’s prompted the corner grocer to shut
down because he feels threatened. It’s made
the shopper afraid to enter a parking garage
at night. It’s made children think twice about
going to school because classmates have been
shot there. It’s made parents order their chil-
dren inside in broad daylight because of gun-
fire.

Nothing we aspire to in our Nation can
finally be achieved unless first we do some-
thing about children who are no longer capa-
ble of distinguishing right from wrong, about
people who are strangely unaffected by the
violence they do to others, about the easy
availability of handguns or assault weapons
that are made solely for the purpose of killing
or maiming others, about the mindless temp-
tations of easy drugs.

This issue should be above politics. That’s
why I’m working closely with the leaders of
Congress in urging them to pass our com-
prehensive anticrime legislation when it

comes up in the Senate next week. The bill
is based on a simple philosophy and a simple
message: We need more police, fewer guns,
and different alternatives for people who get
in trouble.

We ask Congress to honor the struggle of
Jim and Sarah Brady by passing the Brady
bill, a 5-day waiting period for background
checks before a person can purchase a hand-
gun. We want to take assault weapons off
the street. And we want to take all guns out
of the hands of teenagers. We want more
police officers on the street, at least 50,000
more. And we want them working in commu-
nity policing networks so that they’ll know
their neighbors and they’ll work with people
not simply to catch criminals but to prevent
crime in the first place. We want to put more
power in the hands of local communities and
give them options so that first-time offenders
can be sent to boot camps and to other pro-
grams that we know work to rehabilitate peo-
ple who use drugs and to give our children
a way out of a life of crime and jail.

We also are recharting the way we fight
the drug problem. Under the leadership of
Dr. Lee Brown, our father of community po-
licing in this country and now the Director
of the Office of National Drug Control Pol-
icy, we are increasing our focus on the hard-
core user, those who make up the worst part
of the drug problem, who fuel crime and vio-
lence, who are helping a whole new genera-
tion of children to grow up in chaos, who
are driving up our health care costs because
of the violence and the drug use.

Our program will reach out to young peo-
ple who can be saved from living a life of
crime and being a burden on society, the
ones who’ve taken a wrong turn but can still
turn around. They’ll have access to boot
camps to learn skills and the kind of respon-
sibility that they have to adopt if they want
to turn their lives around.

Every time we feel the need to view
strangers with suspicion or to bar our homes
and cars against intrusion or we worry about
the well-being of the child we send off to
grade school, we lose a little part of what
America should mean. Some of these prob-
lems were decades in the making, and we
know we can’t solve them overnight, but
within adversity there is some hope today.
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In our administration, with the Attorney
General Janet Reno, our outstanding FBI Di-
rector Louis Freeh, and the Drug Policy Co-
ordinator Lee Brown, we have a dedicated
team of people used to fighting crime, deter-
mined to restore security for our people, de-
termined to give our young people another
chance. We are dedicated to restoring and
expanding personal security for people who
work hard and play by the rules. We’re dedi-
cated to insisting on more responsibility from
those who should exercise it. We have a com-
prehensive crime bill that says we need more
police, fewer guns, tougher laws, and new
alternatives for first offenders. We’re asking
for a new direction in the control of illegal
drugs to make our streets safer. We’re asking
all our people to take more personal respon-
sibility for their health, their lives, and the
well-being of their children.

I believe the American people have de-
cided simply and finally they are sick and
tired of living in fear. They are prepared to
reach beyond the slogans and the easy an-
swers to support what works, to experiment
with new ideas, and to finally, finally do
something about this crime and violence. If
we do it together, we’ll make America more
prosperous and more secure. We’ll have the
courage, the self-confidence, the openness to
make the other changes we need to make
to put the American people first in the
months and years to come.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
9:40 a.m. on October 23 in the Oval Office at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
October 23.

Remarks on the 200th Anniversary of
the Capitol and the Reinstallation of
the Statue of Freedom
October 23, 1993

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, distinguished leaders of the House and
Senate, Mr. Justice Blackmun, my fellow
Americans.

We come here today to celebrate the
200th birthday of this great building, the cor-
nerstone of our Republic. We come here to
watch our Capitol made whole 130 years

after the beautiful Statue of Freedom was
first raised above this Capitol.

This is a moment of unity in this great city
of ours so often known for its conflicts. In
this moment, we all agree, we know in our
minds and feel in our hearts the words that
Thomas Jefferson spoke in the first Inaugural
Address ever given on these grounds. He said
that people of little faith were doubtful about
America’s future, but he believed our Gov-
ernment was the world’s best hope.

What was that hope? The hope that still
endures that in this country every man and
woman without regard to race or region or
station in life would have the freedom to live
up to the fullest of his or her God-given po-
tential; the hope that every citizen would get
from Government not a guarantee but the
promise of an opportunity to do one’s best,
to have an equal chance, for the most humble
and the most well born, to do what God
meant for them to be able to do.

That hope was almost dashed in the great
Civil War. When the Statue of Freedom was
raised, many people questioned whether
Abraham Lincoln should permit this work to
go on. But he said, during the war when so
many thought our country would come to an
end, that if people see the Capitol going on,
it is a sign we intend the Union to go on.
In 1865, Abraham Lincoln gave the first In-
augural Address ever given under the Statue
of Freedom. And he said, ‘‘With malice to-
ward none, with charity for all, with firmness
in the right as God gives us to see the right,
let us strive on to finish the work we are in.’’
And in that, the greatest of all Presidential
Inaugural Addresses, Abraham Lincoln gave
us our charge for today, for the work of keep-
ing the hope of America alive never finishes.

It is not enough for use to be mere stew-
ards of our inheritance. We must always be
the architects of its renewal. The Capitol is
here after 200 years, this beautiful Statute
of Freedom can be raised, renewed after 130
years, because our forebearers never stopped
thinking about tomorrow.

We require the freedom to preserve what
is best and the freedom to change, the free-
dom to explore, the freedom to build, the
freedom to grow. My fellow Americans, I tell
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