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chase orders, invoices, payments, and other
contractual documents—electronically be-
tween the private sector and the Federal
Government to the maximum extent prac-
tical;

(b) provide businesses, including small,
small disadvantaged, and women-owned
businesses, with greater access to Federal
procurement opportunities;

(c) ensure that potential suppliers are pro-
vided simplified access to the Federal Gov-
ernment’s electronic commerce system;

(d) employ nationally and internationally
recognized data formats that serve to broad-
en and ease the electronic interchange of
data; and

(e) use agency and industry systems and
networks to enable the Government and po-
tential suppliers to exchange information and
access Federal procurement data.

2. Implementation.
The President’s Management Council, in

coordination with the Office of Federal Pro-
curement Policy of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and in consultation with
appropriate Federal agencies with applicable
technical and functional expertise, as nec-
essary, shall provide overall leadership, man-
agement oversight, and policy direction to
implement electronic commerce in the exec-
utive branch through the following actions:

(a) by March 1994, define the architecture
for the Government-wide electronic com-
merce acquisition system and identify execu-
tive departments or agencies responsible for
developing, implementing, operating, and
maintaining the Federal electronic system;

(b) by September 1994, establish an initial
electronic commerce capability to enable the
Federal Government and private vendors to
electronically exchange standardized re-
quests for quotations, quotes, purchase or-
ders, and notice of awards and begin Govern-
ment-wide implementation;

(c) by July 1995, implement a full scale
Federal electronic commerce system that ex-
pands initial capabilities to include electronic
payments, document interchange, and sup-
porting databases; and

(d) by January 1997, complete Govern-
ment-wide implementation of electronic

commerce for appropriate Federal pur-
chases, to the maximum extent possible.

This implementation schedule should be
accelerated where practicable.

The head of each executive department or
agency shall:

(a) ensure that budgetary resources are
available, within approved budget levels, for
electronic commerce implementation in each
respective department or agency;

(b) assist the President’s Management
Council in implementing the electronic com-
merce system as quickly as possible in ac-
cordance with the schedules established
herein; and

(c) designate one or more senior level em-
ployees to assist the President’s Management
Council and serve as a point of contact for
the development and implementation of the
Federal electronic commerce system within
each respective department or agency.

3. No Private Rights Created.
This directive is for the internal manage-

ment of the executive branch and does not
create any right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable by a party against
the United States, its agencies or instrumen-
talities, its officers or employees, or any other
person.

The Director of the Office of Management
and Budget is authorized and directed to
publish this memorandum in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:12 a.m., October 27, 1993]

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on October 28.

Statement on Federal Procurement
Reforms
October 26, 1993

American taxpayers have a right to expect
that their Federal dollars are being put to
the best possible use. The current Federal
procurement system is inefficient and waste-
ful. It adds significant costs without providing
extra value. It’s time the Federal Govern-
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ment viewed Federal purchasing as a major
source of savings by creating a more efficient
and responsive Federal procurement system.

If Congress does their part and we do our
part in the administration, procurement re-
forms in the first year alone will save enough
money to fund something Americans care
deeply about, fighting crime by fighting
drugs and putting more police on the streets
all across our country.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a White House announcement on procurement
reforms and spending cut proposals.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress
October 26, 1993

NAFTA
The President. Let me say, I’ll take a few

questions, but I intend to have the NAFTA
legislation introduced next week, and we’re
hoping for a vote in November right before
the, well, before the recess and before I go
out to Washington State to the meeting of
the Pacific leaders. We’re pushing right
ahead on it. I feel good about that.

I did have a conversation this morning with
the Prime Minister-elect of Canada. I com-
plimented him on his stunning victory and
on the remarkable similarities between his
campaign and the issues that he ran on and
our campaign last year. And he said, ‘‘Yes,’’
he said, ‘‘here they accuse me of copying you,
but I told them that I had been in the Par-
liament longer than you’ve been around, so
I figured you copied me.’’ [Laughter] We had
a great talk about it. We agree that we would
see each other in Seattle. I’m looking forward
to that. That will probably be our first oppor-
tunity to meet.

I understand that a lot of you have ques-
tions about what impact this election means
on NAFTA. From my point of view, it will
have no impact at all. I see no reason to re-
negotiate the agreement, or any grounds or
basis for it. And I think we should just go
ahead, and I think that all the countries in-
volved have a lot at stake in proceeding. So
that’s what we plan to do.

Q. Mr. President, did he reassure you on
that issue?

Q. Does the Prime Minister want to re-
open——

The President. Why don’t we take one
question at a time.

Q. Did he reassure you on that issue?
Does he want to reopen it?

The President. We didn’t have any de-
tailed conversation about it. I think that he
didn’t want to talk about it this morning. He’s
just, after all, come from a breathtaking vic-
tory. I don’t want to characterize his position.
That wouldn’t be fair. But we had nothing
occurred in the conversation which made me
have any doubt that our course of proceeding
is the right course.

Health Care Reform

Q. Mr. President, the National Association
of Manufacturers has again today said that
the health care plan is too cumbersome, too
complicated, too expensive, should be scaled
back. Are you going into some real
headwinds on this as you unveil it tomorrow?

The President. No. I don’t know what
their position is. After their position was re-
ported last time, the next day they called and
apologized.

Q. But only for leaking the letter, not for
their position. They repeated the position.

The President. No, they called and said
that it overstated their position. All I know
is that most manufacturers are going to save
money under this. And if they want to look
a gift horse in the mouth, that can be their
decision.

Q. But have you—scale it back?
The President. No, absolutely not. If they

don’t want lower premiums, they can keep
higher premiums and rising costs. It’s their
decision. But almost all manufacturers, near-
ly 100 percent of them, provide health insur-
ance. And they will be the biggest gainers
in the private sector under this. Now, if they
want to walk away from having their retiree
burdens alleviated and having their pre-
miums costs go way down, that’s their privi-
lege. But I think when the constituency out
there, if we can get people to look at the
evidence, I think that they will want to do
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