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Let us not send a signal by defeating this
agreement that we are turning our backs on
our neighbors and the rest of the world. Let
us reach out to the people here in our home,
throughout America, who do not support
these endeavors because they have been rav-
aged by the economic changes of the last 15
years and they have not had their cries, their
pains, their frustrations heeded by their Na-
tional Government. Let us heed them. But
let us not adopt a remedy for their just com-
plaints that makes their problems worse. Let
us extend ourselves in the world and invest
in their future here at home. We can do that.
That is the right answer.

Mr. Justice Holmes was quoted by Senator
Kennedy. He once said that we must all be
involved in the action and passion of our time
for fear of being judged not to have lived.
No one would ever level that indictment
against John Kennedy.

This is our decisive moment. This is the
end of the cold war. This is the dawn of the
21st century. There are many complex, frus-
trating problems which have very simple and
profound and often painful impacts in the
lives of the people that we have all struggled
to serve. But in these moments, we have to
reach deep into ourselves, to our deepest val-
ues, to our strongest spirit, and reach out,
not shrink back. In these moments our char-
acter is tested as individuals and as a nation.
The problems we share today are widely
shared by other advanced nations. No one
has all the answers, but we do know one
thing: We will never find the answer if we
don’t continue on the journey. If we turn
back to a proven path of failure, we will never
know what we might have become in a new
and different age where thankfully, hope-
fully, my daughter, our children, and our
grandchildren will at least be free of the fear
of nuclear destruction and where at least
most of the competition we face will be based
on what is in our minds, not what is in our
hands in the forms of weapons.

I tell you, my fellow Americans, for all the
difficulties at this age, this is an age many
generations of our predecessors would have
prayed to live in. These are the challenges
so many of our predecessors would have
longed to embrace. How can we turn away
from them?
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What we owe John Kennedy today at this
museum is to make the museum come alive
not only in our memories but in our actions.
Let us embrace the future with vigor. Let
us say we can never expect too little of our-
selves. Let us never demand too little of each
other. Let us never walk away from the leg-
acy of generations of Americans who them-
selves have paved the way. Let us be more
like those Americans who came home after
the Second World War and less like those
who withdrew after the First World War.

The 21st century can be our century if we
approach it with the vigor, the determination,
the wisdom, and the sheer confidence and
joy of life that John Kennedy brought to
America in 1960.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in the
Steven E. Smith Center.

Statement on the Situation in Haiti
October 29, 1993

The military and police authorities in Haiti
continue to defy the will of the Haitian peo-
ple and the international community. Their
persistent obstructionism has prevented de-
mocracy’s return, an important United States
interest. We have other interests involved as
well. I am committed to ensure the safety
of over 1,000 Americans living and working
in Haiti. We must also give Haitians hope
in their own land so they do not risk the perils
of the sea to try to reach our shores.

The continued violence and intimidation
by the Haitian military and police authorities
have made it impossible for President
Aristide to return to Haiti tomorrow, as
scheduled under the Governors Island
Agreement of July 3. I have called President
Aristide and Prime Minister Malval today to
reaffirm America’s commitment to finding a
negotiated solution to this crisis.

I welcome and applaud the invitation of
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali, an-
nounced by U.N./JOAS Special Envoy Dante
Caputo, to all parties to meet next week in
Haiti to get the Governors Island process
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back on track. The Haitian military and po-
lice leaders must not delude themselves into
thinking they have destroyed the Governors
Island process. We remain firmly committed
to that process and the consolidation of Hai-
tian democracy. Next week’s meeting offers
the opportunity to resolve the outstanding
issues between all sides. I urge all parties to
act in good faith and with flexibility and with
the interests of all Haitians at heart. Presi-
dent Aristide must be allowed to return
home to the Haitian people who elected him
by a landslide in 1991.

President Aristide’s address to the U.N.
General Assembly October 28 reaffirmed his
dedication to the well-being of all his people.
His emphasis on dialog and reconciliation
should provide confidence that the Haitian
crisis can be solved peacefully by negotiation.
I urge all parties to build on that spirit at
next week’s meeting.

The sanctions and their enforcement are
an unprecedented defense of democracy in
the Americas. The U.N. and OAS sanctions
and additional steps we have taken against
individuals blocking a negotiated solution un-
derscore the depth of our Nation’s commit-
ment to end this crisis. We will maintain
sanctions and strictly enforce them by the
U.S. Navy and Coast Guard and by ships of
several allies. We will also consider the most
effective ways to tighten the sanctions.

As we work for the return of President
Aristide, we will maintain our policy of direct
return of migrants and continue to process
political asylum applications within Haiti.
Mindful of the impact of sanctions on Haiti’s
poor, we will also continue our humanitarian
assistance to assist those in need. It feeds
half a million Haitian children every day and
provides health services to 2 million Haitians.
We will closely monitor the provision of these
services and seek to ensure an adequate sup-
ply of fuel for their delivery.

The Haitian crisis challenges our country’s
principles and interests. We must maintain
our commitment to work for its peaceful res-
olution. Let me say to the Haitian people:
I am determined to help you restore the de-
mocracy you sacrificed so much to attain.
And when it is restored, we in the inter-
national community will be by your side to
help you create a future of hope.
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Nomination for United States
District Court Judges

October 29, 1993

The President today announced the nomi-
nations of three U.S. District Court judges
from the State of Florida. The President
named Henry Adams and Susan Bucklew for
the Middle District of Florida and Theodore
Klein for the Southern District of Florida.

With these nominations, the President has
nominated 32 men and women for Federal
judgeships. At the same point in their admin-
istrations, President Bush had named 18;
President Reagan had named 27; and Presi-
dent Carter had named 26 judicial nominees.

“All of these nominees have demonstrated
the qualities that will make them valuable
additions to the Federal bench for years to
come,” said the President.

NoTe: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 24

In the morning, the President met with
patients at the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center.

October 26
The President announced the following
Senior Executive Service appointments:
—Robert E. Litan as Deputy Assistant At-
torney General, Antitrust Division;
—Kelly H. Carnes as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Technology
Policy; and
—Dr. Melville “Jo Ivey” Boufford as the
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Health and Human Services.
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