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Community, I would do that same thing be-
cause it’s a new market for them at a pref-
erential rate, so they can actually push us out
of a new market that we’re already well es-
tablished in. That’s what I would do; that’s
what I think will happen. That’s what you’d
do, too, isn’t it? If you were running——

Ms. Comer. Mr. President, you remember
the budget vote?

The President. I do. As the Vice President
says, whenever he votes, he always wins.
[Laughter]

Ms. Comer. The speculation is that it’s
going to come down to a pretty close vote,
so I was trying to see whether or not you
might have the same feeling about this vote
that you had about the budget vote.

The President. I’ll tell you what I think
will happen. I think it will pass for the same
reason the budget passed. I think what will
happen is people will get up to the point of
decision, they will look over the abyss, Mem-
bers of Congress who have been subjected
to unbelievable pressure, and they will think,
‘‘Can I actually do this to my country? What
are the consequences of not doing this?’’

Now, you can say whatever you want to
about the details of the budget, it’s hard to
argue with the conclusions. We’ve now got
very stable long-term low interest rates.
We’ve got investment going back up in the
country. We’ve got America being com-
plimented instead of condemned by the Eu-
ropeans and the Asians for getting control
of our budgetary affairs. That’s what the
Members of the Congress knew. So finally,
they had to swap and squall and break, and
everything happened, but we got enough
votes to pass the thing. So, that’s what I think
will happen with NAFTA.

But let me say this, in order to win by
a vote or two or three or four, you have to
be close so that there is a magnet leading
people to take the right decision. If the
Members of the Congress who are under so
much pressure from organized groups,
whether it’s the Perot crowd or the labor
groups, if they sense that it’s not close, they
might run away from it in great numbers,
which is why your efforts are so important.
I honestly believe it will pass, but you need
to understand, that is the dynamic that will
operate in the Congress.

Let me also say that one of the things that
I think is worth pointing out is we all know
who’s against NAFTA, but it’s worth pointing
out that 41 of the 50 Governors have en-
dorsed it—and they make their living, with-
out regard to party, they make their living
creating jobs, keeping jobs—12 Nobel Prize
winning economists, and every living former
President. I had several of them at the White
House the other day, and we were trying to
figure out if there was any other issue on
which all of us have ever agreed. [Laughter]
Maybe something else equally controversial,
who knows. But I think that’s important.

So, that’s the answer. The answer is yes,
I remember the budget vote. Yes, it could
be close. But in order for it to be close, you
all have to push between now and then. If
it’s close, I think we’ll win. If they perceive
it’s not close, then you’ll see a big movement
away from it just to avoid making anybody
mad who’s arguing to vote against it.

Ms. Comer. Thank you, Mr. President.
They’re here to help you. And thank you so
much for your time.

The President. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. at the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and his remarks
were broadcast via satellite. In his remarks, he
referred to Dick Lesher, chamber president; Ivan
Gorr, chamber chairman and CEO and chairman,
Cooper Tire and Rubber; and Larry Bossidy,
chairman, USA*NAFTA, and CEO, Allied-Signal,
Inc. The teleconference was moderated by Meryl
Comer, chamber vice president of community de-
velopment.

Remarks on Signing the Executive
Order on Historically Black Colleges
and Universities
November 1, 1993

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
Secretary Riley. Ladies and gentlemen, it’s
a great pleasure for me to be here today with
my longtime friend chancellor Vic Hackley
and with so many of the distinguished per-
sons in the audience: Dr. Sam Myers; Dr.
Joyce Payne; our longtime friend Bill Gray;
Dr. James Cheek, we’re glad to see you here;
Dr. Art Thomas; General Alonzo Short is
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here, I’m glad to see you, General Short; and
Mr. Emmett Paige, the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Command, Control, and In-
telligence. And I also know that in addition
to the Members of Congress already intro-
duced, Congressman Bobby Scott from Vir-
ginia just came in. Somewhere he’s standing;
I saw him. Thank you for coming.

Now, since the Vice President was so paro-
chial—[laughter]—I have four people here
I want to introduce: my friends Dr. William
Keaton, from Arkansas Baptist College, in
the back there; Dr. Katherine Mitchell from
Shorter College, I saw Katherine over here;
Dr. Lawrence Davis, from the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff; and Dr. Myer Titus
from Philander Smith College, where I used
to run every day in my former life.

I am so glad to see all of you here. For
130 years the institutions you represent have
been beacons of hope and opportunity for
Americans for whom no other options ex-
isted. You have nurtured young minds. You
have built self-esteem. You’ve educated some
of our Nation’s foremost scholars and lead-
ers. When Thurgood Marshall was refused
admittance to the University of Maryland
Law School because of the color of his skin,
it was Howard University Law School that
prepared him for the challenge, for the
United States Supreme Court. Seventeen
Members of the United States Congress are
graduates of historically black institutions of
higher education, as well as one United
States Senator who is not an African-Amer-
ican, Senator Harris Wofford from Pennsyl-
vania, a graduate of Howard Law School.

Martin Luther King’s way to Oslo, Nor-
way, to receive the Nobel Prize was, as the
Vice President said, plainly paved by the fact
that he was a Morehouse man. The rhythms
of my friend Toni Morrison’s writings, which
garnered her this year’s Nobel Prize in Lit-
erature, are rooted in her study of classics
and literature at Howard University.

In seeking the best and most skilled Amer-
icans to serve here in our administration,
graduates from historically black colleges and
universities have been a part of our team.
Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary and the As-
sistant to the President for Public Liaison,
Alexis Herman, are Xavier graduates. Agri-
culture Secretary Mike Espy and Under Sec-

retary Bob Nash attended Howard. Our Sur-
geon General, Joycelyn Elders, was a grad-
uate of Philander Smith. Sarah Summerville,
my Alabama campaign coordinator and now
at the Department of Defense, attended both
Mississippi Industrial and Miles Colleges.
And there are many more.

The Executive order I sign today and all
the education initiatives that Secretary Riley
discussed have to do with change, preserving
educational institutions and ensuring that
every young person in this country who wants
to get a college education has the opportunity
to do it and finding new ways to get people
into college and into training programs and
to help them succeed once they’re there.

Since the average person will change jobs
seven times in a lifetime, and the 1990 census
makes it crystal clear the very harsh eco-
nomic consequences of not having at least
2 years of post-high school education, we
know we have much to do. This year we have
begun already by reorganizing the student
loan programs to cut their costs of overhead,
to lower the interest rates, to change the re-
payment terms so that young people can now
borrow money without fear of being bank-
rupted in paying the loans back. Now young
people can borrow the money at lower inter-
est rates and then elect to pay them back
as a percentage of their incomes, without re-
gard to the amount of the loan, so that no
one will ever be discouraged from borrowing
the money and, even more important per-
haps, from taking a job after college which
might not be a high-paying job but which
might do an awful lot of good for our society,
a job in our inner cities as a teacher perhaps
or working in a program to help our young
people. I’m very proud of the changes that
we made in the student loan program, and
I thank Secretary Riley for his outstanding
leadership in that regard.

We have also passed the national service
program which will give, over the next 3 to
4 years, up to 100,000 young Americans a
chance to earn some credit against their col-
lege education and help to serve their com-
munities at the grassroots level, to rebuild
lives and to build their own minds in the
process.

The Goals 2000 legislation, which Sec-
retary Riley mentioned and to which the Vice
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President alluded, will forge a new partner-
ship between our National Government and
States and communities to set some mean-
ingful national standards about what our
young people should know, because we know
that they’re going to be competing in a global
economy, and they’re entitled to have a shot
at the best we have to offer.

With this Executive order and working in
close cooperation with Secretary Riley and
Catherine LeBlanc, the Executive Director
of the White House Initiative Office, we’ll
expand the opportunities for participation in
Federal programs. Ultimately, we’ll strength-
en the capacity of historically black colleges
and universities to provide quality education.
Within the next few days, I’ll announce my
appointments to the Presidential Advisory
Board on Historically Black Colleges and
Universities and will ask my longtime friend
and the former chancellor of the University
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Vic Hackley, now
at Fayetteville State University, to serve as
the Chair.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the current board, which was appointed by
President Bush, for their service and com-
mitment and especially to Dr. James Cheek
for his leadership. And I thank you, Dr.
Cheek, for what you have done.

I’d like to close by mentioning a very dis-
turbing article that appeared in the morning
paper here. You may have seen it, about chil-
dren in our Nation’s Capital, not even teen-
agers, discussing their own funerals, planning
their funerals, thinking about what they
would wear and what music they hope would
be played. I am profoundly concerned as we
take up the debate this week on the crime
bill, on the Brady bill, on the establishment
of boot camps as alternatives to prison for
young people, on trying to get more law en-
forcement officers on our streets, that we not
underestimate the gravity of the task before
us. Somehow we have to get those young
people to you, and through you, to the world.

I know this is a difficult, frustrating, per-
plexing time. Every day the Vice President
and I start the morning together talking
about problems that have no easy solution.
But I know that this ought to be a time of
immense celebration and hopefulness for the
American people with the end of the cold

war, with the receding threat of nuclear anni-
hilation, with the clear evidence that, for all
of our problems, our economy is doing better
than the other wealthy countries in creating
jobs and promoting growth and that there
is so much out there for us still to do.

But the truth is that we are squandering
our most valuable resource, our young peo-
ple, at a rate that no other nation would toler-
ate. We permit so many of them to grow up
without the basic supports of family and com-
munity. We permit many of them to live in
circumstances, frankly, more dangerous than
those experienced by people we go halfway
around the world to protect. And so many
of them, by the time they are old enough
for you to get ahold of them, aren’t there
for you to get hold of.

I say that not to end this on a down mo-
ment but to remind you of just how impor-
tant this is, what you are doing. A lot of these
kids still won’t have a chance if you don’t
do your job well. And we have to find a way
for you to reach them at an even earlier
point. And if we want to make it, we’ve got
to find a way to remind the rest of America
that we are really all in this together. We
cannot afford to have 11-year-olds thinking
about their funerals. They need to be think-
ing about their children. You can do that.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Sam Myers, president,
National Association for Equal Opportunity in
Higher Education; Joyce Payne, director, Office
for the Advancement of Public Black Colleges;
William H. Gray III, CEO and president, United
Negro College Fund; Art Thomas, former chair-
man, National Association for Equal Opportunity
in Higher Education; and Lt. Gen. Alonzo E.
Short, Jr., USA, Director, Defense Information
Systems Agency. Following his remarks, the Presi-
dent signed the Executive order.

Executive Order 12876—Historically
Black Colleges and Universities
November 1, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
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