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ican workers should be very concerned if we
vote NAFTA down, walk away from Mexico
and the rest of Latin America and the oppor-
tunities they present.

The day after Congress votes on NAFTA,
I’m going to Seattle to meet with the leaders
from Asian countries, including China and
Japan, to ask them to open up their markets
to our products, too. By the end of this year
I’m going to try very hard to conclude an
even bigger worldwide trade agreement that
will bring down trade barriers to our prod-
ucts in Europe and the world over. Together
with other nations, we can literally reignite
growth in the world’s economy and create
millions of new jobs and export opportunities
for all Americans. But we must begin this
week by passing NAFTA. NAFTA is not only
a trade agreement with Mexico, it has be-
come a symbol of our commitment to growth
and to trade throughout the world. And be-
lieve me, whichever way the Congress votes,
it will send a signal to every nation in the
world about our intentions. Are we going to
maintain our lead in the global economy and
push others to open their markets to our
products and services and to everyone else’s,
or are we going to retreat into a shell of pro-
tectionism?

If we pass NAFTA, it can put us at the
center of the largest trading bloc in the world
with Canada and Mexico, one that will quick-
ly grow larger as we bring in the rest of Latin
America. If we don’t, we’ll be stuck while
someone else takes advantage of the oppor-
tunity. You know, this vote will tell us a lot
about who we are as Americans in 1993.
Great nations are defined not by how they
act when the rules are clear and the future
is set and the times are easy but by the
choices they make during periods of great
change when the future is not clear, the
times are tough, and people have to forge
their own future.

This is a defining moment for America.
Will we seize the moment? Will we vote for
hope over fear? The history of America’s
greatness says we will, for we’ve always tri-
umphed when our Nation has engaged the
world and great challenges it offers. By pass-
ing NAFTA, Congress can demonstrate that
we intend to compete and win in a thriving
global economy. We took the lead in creating

it, now we have to make it again for the 21st
century. We can build a future we’ll be proud
to leave our children, and the future begins
on Wednesday with a positive vote for the
North American Free Trade Agreement.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
3:40 p.m. on November 12 in the Oval Office at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
November 13.

Remarks on Arrival in Memphis,
Tennessee
November 13, 1993

Thank you. Thank you very much for com-
ing out here in the wind and rain and braving
the elements. It’s kind of like what we have
to do to get things done in Washington. I’m
glad to see you here.

I want to thank my good friend Governor
McWherter, Mayor Morris, Mayor
Herenton. Thank you all for being here
today. I want to thank these fine Members
of Congress who are here. Harold Ford made
a great statement in support of the North
American Free Trade Agreement. I’m very
grateful to him and to Bob Clement and to
Jim Cooper for their support. I also want to
introduce some other Members of Congress
who are here. First of all, from our neighbor-
ing State of Louisiana, two Members who
have expressed their support today, Rep-
resentative Bill Jefferson and Representative
Jimmy Hayes. I want to thank your Congress-
woman Marilyn Lloyd for her support for
NAFTA. And I want to introduce two Mem-
bers of my congressional delegation from Ar-
kansas, Blanche Lambert and Ray Thornton,
and thank them for their support.

Let me ask you something. Were you
proud of Al Gore the other night in his de-
bate? I mean, was he great or what? I want
to tell you something, folks. This vote over
the North American Free Trade Agreement
has brought out a lot of feelings and emotions
in this country that I think probably need
to be brought out. We’ve seen in the opposi-
tion to NAFTA a lot of the legitimate fears
that the American people have developed be-
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cause so many hard-working Americans have
worked and worked and worked, and they
still lost their job. Or they worked harder
year-in and year-out, and they never got a
pay raise. And the global economy has been
pretty tough on a lot of people in the States
represented here today, on people in Ten-
nessee and Louisiana and Arkansas. And all
of us know that.

Let me tell you, when I was Governor of
my State, I saw plants shut down and move
to Mexico or just disappear altogether or
move production all the way to Asia. I under-
stand that very well. I want you to know that
there’s not a person on this platform today,
including the President, who would be sup-
porting this agreement if we weren’t con-
vinced that it will bring more jobs to Ten-
nessee and Louisiana and Arkansas. That’s
why we’re for it.

I came here today to make a point. I’m
wearing a tie that was made in Little Rock,
Arkansas, and shoes that were made in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. I believe we can compete
and win in the global economy. You heard
the Governor say that since 1987, exports to
Mexico from Tennessee have increased by
300 percent. That’s 10,000 jobs due to ex-
ports to Mexico. In our State, exports have
also tripled in the same time period. We have
5,000 jobs now based on exports to Mexico.
In Louisiana, exports have doubled since
1987. Louisiana will be a big winner if all
those trade barriers come down because of
the increased activity around the Port of New
Orleans. We know that this will mean more
jobs for this country. Why? Because when
the trade barriers come down—their trade
barriers are 21⁄2 times as high as ours—as
they earn more money and make more
money, they’ll spend more money on Amer-
ican products. Seventy cents of every dollar
Mexico spends on foreign products is spent
on American products.

Why will it also make a difference? Be-
cause if we make this agreement with Mex-
ico, we’ll be able to use it as a basis for similar
agreements with all the other Latin American
countries. Someday we’ll have a trade bloc
going from Canada to the United States to
Mexico to the rest of Latin America, over
700 million people buying from each other,

selling to each other, helping each other to
grow.

My fellow Americans, I worked my heart
out in this country right here for the last 12
years to bring more jobs to the people of
my State. And one thing I know: You cannot
put more people to work at a time when pro-
ductivity is increasing—which means that
fewer people can produce more things—you
can’t put more people to work unless you’ve
got more people who will buy your products
and services. Without expanding your cus-
tomer base, there is no way to create more
jobs. It cannot be done. And we have got
to learn that in America. We cannot let other
people outtrade us. We can outwork anybody
in the world. We still have the most produc-
tive workers in the world. We’ve learned a
lot of hard lessons in the last 12 years, but
we’ve got to have more customers. And that’s
what this is about.

So I ask all of you, all of you, to support
the members of the Tennessee congressional
delegation that have come out for NAFTA,
to support the members of the delegations
from Arkansas and Louisiana and from the
other States that are supporting this, to give
our country a chance to compete and win.

On the day after Congress votes on this
agreement, I have to fly out to Washington
State to meet with the President of China,
the world’s largest country; with the Prime
Minister of Japan, the country that had the
largest growth rate in the 1980’s; with 13
other leaders of Asian nations. That’s the fast-
est growing part of the world. I’m going to
say to them, ‘‘We want to be your partner.
We will buy your products, but we’d like for
you to buy ours.’’ If we adopt NAFTA, it
will be a lot easier for me to make that case.

I want the American people to be con-
fident about the future. I want them to be-
lieve we can do better. In the last 10 months
we’ve seen interest rates come down, infla-
tion down, the deficit’s come down. Millions
and millions of Americans have refinanced
their homes and their businesses, and this
economy has produced more jobs in the last
10 months than in the previous 4 years. But
I’m telling you, you and I know there are
not near enough jobs, and incomes are not
going up near enough. And the reason is we
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don’t yet have enough people who will buy
our products and services.

We need more growth in the world econ-
omy, and we need more customers. And
Wednesday we’re going to take a big first
step with NAFTA, thanks to the people of
Tennessee, your Vice President, your con-
gressional delegation, and the other Mem-
bers who are here.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the Air
National Guard Ramp, Memphis International
Airport. In his remarks, the President referred to
William N. Morris, Jr., Mayor of Shelby County,
and Mayor W.W. Herenton of Memphis. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks to the Convocation of the
Church of God in Christ in Memphis
November 13, 1993

Thank you. Please sit down. Bishop Ford,
Mrs. Mason, Bishop Owens, and Bishop An-
derson; my bishops, Bishop Walker and
Bishop Lindsey. Now, if you haven’t had
Bishop Lindsey’s barbecue, you haven’t had
barbecue. And if you haven’t heard Bishop
Walker attack one of my opponents, you have
never heard a political speech. [Laughter]

I am glad to be here. You have touched
my heart. You brought tears to my eyes and
joy to my spirit. Last year I was over with
you at the convention center. Two years ago
your bishops came to Arkansas, and we laid
a plaque at The Point in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, at 8th and Gaines, where Bishop Mason
received the inspiration for the name of this
great church. Bishop Brooks said from his
pulpit that I would be elected President
when most people thought I wouldn’t sur-
vive. I thank him, and I thank your faith, and
I thank your works, for without you I would
not be here today as your President.

Many have spoken eloquently and well,
and many have been introduced. I want to
thank my good friend Governor McWherter
and my friend Mayor Herenton for being
with me today, my friend Congressman Har-
old Ford, we are glad to be in his congres-
sional district. I would like to, if I might, in-
troduce just three other people who are

Members of the Congress. They have come
here with me, and without them it’s hard for
me to do much for you. The President pro-
poses and the Congress disposes. Sometimes
they dispose of what I propose, but I’m
happy to say that according to a recent report
in Washington, notwithstanding what you
may have heard, this Congress has given me
a higher percentage of my proposals than any
first year President since President Eisen-
hower. And I thank them for that. Let me
introduce my good friend, a visitor to Ten-
nessee, Congressman Bill Jefferson from
New Orleans, Louisiana. Please stand up.
[Applause] And an early supporter of my
campaign, Congressman Bob Clement from
Tennessee, known to many of you. And a
young man who’s going to be coming back
to the people of Tennessee and asking them
to give him a promotion next year, Congress-
man Jim Cooper from Tennessee, and a good
friend. Please welcome him.

You know, in the last 10 months, I’ve been
called a lot of things, but nobody’s called me
a bishop yet. [Laughter] When I was about
9 years old, my beloved and now departed
grandmother, who was a very wise woman,
looked at me and she said, ‘‘You know, I be-
lieve you could be a preacher if you were
just a little better boy.’’ [Laughter]

The proverb says, ‘‘A happy heart doeth
good like medicine, but a broken spirit
dryeth the bone.’’ This is a happy place, and
I’m happy to be here. I thank you for your
spirit.

By the grace of God and your help, last
year I was elected President of this great
country. I never dreamed that I would ever
have a chance to come to this hallowed place
where Martin Luther King gave his last ser-
mon. I ask you to think today about the pur-
pose for which I ran and the purpose for
which so many of you worked to put me in
this great office. I have worked hard to keep
faith with our common efforts: to restore the
economy; to reverse the politics of helping
only those at the top of our totem pole and
not the hard-working middle class or the
poor; to bring our people together across ra-
cial and regional and political lines; to make
a strength out of our diversity instead of let-
ting it tear us apart; to reward work and fam-
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