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ment signed in our United States; we are
thankful for the relief efforts that our Nation
and others have undertaken where natural
disasters have struck unmercifully.

Still, in this final decade of the twentieth
century, we face great challenges. The trou-
bled areas of our world continue to challenge
our ability to find peaceful and equitable so-
lutions. On this Thanksgiving Day, the hospi-
tality and harmony of loved ones, friends, and
neighbors, remind each of us that we belong
to the larger family of mankind.

As we gather together during this sacred
and cherished time, let us pledge to build
a new America where everyone will have a
place at the table, and no one will be left
out. In this way we will truly maintain the
spirit of Thanksgiving that has enriched our
country since its beginnings. While recogniz-
ing the importance of individual responsibil-
ity, we will continue to place the strength
and benevolence of this great Nation at the
service of all its people, indeed of all the peo-
ples of the earth. Then, in these richer years,
we will reap a true and fruitful harvest.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, No-
vember 25, 1993, as a National Day of
Thanksgiving. I encourage the citizens of this
great Nation to gather in their homes, places
of worship, or wherever they may choose to
express heartfelt thanks for the abundance
bestowed on us throughout our history.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:20 a.m., November 18, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 19.

Nomination for Chair of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation
November 17, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate Ricki Rhodarmer Tigert
to be Chair of the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation. If confirmed by the Senate,
Tigert would be the first woman to head a
Federal banking agency.

‘‘Ricki Tigert is highly qualified for this po-
sition, with broad-based experience in both
the executive and legislative branches of the
Federal Government, as well as at the Fed-
eral Reserve,’’ said the President. ‘‘Her 15
years of private and public sector experience
in banking and financial issues have prepared
her well for the important task of safeguard-
ing the savings of millions of American bank
depositors.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Appeals Court and
District Court Judges

November 17, 1993

The President today nominated Judith
Rogers, currently chief judge of the DC
Court of Appeals, to be U.S. Court of Ap-
peals judge for the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit. He also nominated attorney Thomas
Vanaskie to be a U.S. District Court judge
for the Middle District of Pennsylvania.

‘‘I am particularly proud to be making
these appointments today. Judith Rogers’ ca-
reer has been one of historic firsts, and she
will be only the second African-American
woman ever to serve on a U.S. Court of Ap-
peals. I am confident that she will continue
the outstanding work she has done on Wash-
ington’s highest court,’’ said the President.
‘‘Likewise, I firmly believe that Thomas
Vanaskie will exhibit all the qualities of an
outstanding jurist on the District Court.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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Remarks on the House of
Representatives Action on NAFTA
and an Exchange With Reporters
November 17, 1993

The President. Thank you very much. Just
a few minutes ago the House of Representa-
tives voted to approve the North American
Free Trade Agreement. NAFTA will expand
our exports, create new jobs, and help us re-
assert America’s leadership in the global
economy. This agreement is in the deep self-
interest of the United States. It will help
make working Americans, the world’s most
productive workers, winners in the world
economy.

I want to thank the lawmakers of both par-
ties who gave their support to NAFTA. Many
of them, as everyone knows, showed real
courage in voting their consciences and what
they knew to be in the best interest for their
Nation. I want to thank all the citizens who
worked so hard for this, the business leaders,
especially the small business leaders, the
spokespersons for the NAFTA fight, includ-
ing Lee Iacocca who’s here with us tonight.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the members of the Cabinet who labored so
hard and long, especially Mickey Kantor, our
Trade Ambassador, for his tireless effort on
the side agreements and to lobby this
through, and the Secretary of the Treasury,
who is a native of south Texas and who un-
derstands so clearly why this is in our inter-
ests. And I want to say a special word of
thanks to Vice President Gore for bringing
home the message to the American people
in his superb debate performance.

Tonight’s vote is a defining moment for
our Nation. At a time when many of our peo-
ple are hurting from the strains of this tough
global economy, we chose to compete, not
to retreat, to lead a new world economy, to
lead as America has done so often in the past.
The debate over NAFTA has been conten-
tious. Men and women of good will raised
strong arguments for and against this agree-
ment. But every participant in this debate
wanted the same things: more jobs, more se-
curity, more opportunity for every American.
And so do I.

I thank those who worked with us. I thank
especially the people who organized the

grassroots effort in our behalf, Bill Daley and
former Congressman Bill Frenzel. I also
thank the passionate defenders of the work-
ing people who oppose NAFTA for exercis-
ing their right to speak out. And they were
right to speak out against economic condi-
tions which have produced too few jobs and
stagnant incomes, as well as inadequate strat-
egies for retraining our workers and investing
in our people and our places that need them.
They fought hard, and they have my respect.

But in an economy where competition is
global and change is the only constant, we
simply cannot advance the security of Amer-
ican workers by building walls of protection
around our economy or by pretending that
global competition isn’t there. Our only
choice is to take this new world head on, to
compete, and to win. That’s why it’s so im-
portant that we pass NAFTA, and I hope the
Senate will complete the process in the next
few days.

By eliminating Mexico’s tariffs and restric-
tive rules we’ll be able to export more cars,
more computers, and other products and
keep more American workers on the job here
at home. NAFTA will raise environmental
and labor standards in Mexico. And I want
to ask tonight labor and management to work
together with our administration to ensure
that the labor and environmental provisions
of NAFTA are honored. We must make sure
that this pact works to America’s advantage.

NAFTA is a big step, but just the first step
in our effort to expand trade and spark an
economic revival here and around the world.
One legitimate point that the opponents of
NAFTA made is that we will do even better
in the global economy if we have a training
system and a retraining system and a job
placement system for our workers worthy of
the challenges they face. We simply must
guarantee our workers the training and edu-
cation they need to compete in the global
marketplace. And I call on the coalition that
passed NAFTA to help me early next year
present to the Congress and pass a world-
class reemployment system that will give our
working people the security of knowing that
they’ll be able always to get the training they
need as economic conditions change.

We must also provide our citizens with
other things, with health care that can never
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