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Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien of Canada in Seattle
November 18, 1993

NAFTA
Q. [Inaudible]—resolve your differences

on NAFTA?
The President. Well, I wouldn’t say we

resolved them all, but we had a very good
meeting, and we agreed that our respective
trade representatives would get together, Mr.
MacLaren and Ambassador Kantor, and try
to work through the issues in a timely fash-
ion. And I feel comfortable that we’ve set
up a good process. We’ve identified what the
points of concern are, and I think we’ve got
a good shot to work it out.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, can you resolve
the issues now without completely reopening
NAFTA?

Prime Minister Chrétien. That debate is
going on at this time. We’ve discussed the
nature of the problem and we tried to find
a way to solve the problem. I guess we could,
but I’m not sure. That’s why, you know, we’ll
have to reflect on the nature of the problem,
and we have only a few weeks to make a
final decision because proclamation is for the
first of January. But I’m confident that they
seem to understand our position and under-
stand the American position, too. So, yes, I’m
optimistic that we can find a solution. The
technique is something to be worked on, and
we’ll find a solution. There is always a solu-
tion to a problem.

Q. What are the—problems?
Prime Minister Chrétien. For us, we talk

about a clear definition of what is subsidy
and what is dumping and counterbidding.
We want to have rules on that; it’s extremely
important for us. So we’re debating that at
this moment, how can we find the process
to solve this problem and discuss other issues
like water and so on. We hope to find the
proper solution in the weeks to come.

Trade With Japan and China
Q. Mr. President can you coax China and

Japan to open their markets to U.S. prod-
ucts?

The President. We hope so. That’s one
of the things we’re working on here. And in
a larger sense, both Canada and the United
States being the sort of Western partners in
this Asian-Pacific economic group, we want
very much to continue to buy from those
Asian countries, and we want them to buy
our products. We want to build a free trading
relationship that will support the growth of
Asia and support jobs in our nations. Both
of us are very excited about it. We’re happy
to have this meeting here being hosted in
North America.

Prime Minister Chrétien. We want to re-
assure them, too, that what is happening in
North America at this moment, it’s not a bloc
that will become protectionist. It’s very im-
portant that they understand that now we
want to expand trade with the other nations
in the Pacific, because there will be more
wealth around the world, more jobs for the
people who are seeking jobs—United States
and Canada.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 9:15
p.m. at the Westin Hotel. This exchange was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 19. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Proclamation 6626—National
Children’s Day, 1993
November 18, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s children are at once our most

precious national resource and our most
weighty responsibility. They represent our
future hopes and aspirations. By empowering
and supporting America’s families today, we
can make a more secure world for all Ameri-
cans tomorrow.

Millions of America’s children grow up in
stable and loving families. At the same time,
an alarmingly high number of our youth do
not have the benefit of such security; many
grow up hungry, neglected, or abused. Far
too many reach adolescence having experi-
enced painful episodes of physical, mental,
or emotional mistreatment that have long-
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lasting effects. For them, the future can be
clouded with doubt or despair.

We all must take it upon ourselves to ad-
dress these problems and to guarantee that
children of all families will be given new hope
for a better life. We must get back to ‘‘being
our neighbor’s keeper’’ when it comes to rais-
ing children. The plight of our neighbor-
hoods and communities must be rectified
and replaced with a positive environment in
which to grow and live in safety. Today’s chil-
dren are frightened and worried. We must
close the opportunity gap and the respon-
sibility gap because all of the children of
America deserve an equal chance.

Parents must make an all-out effort to pro-
vide an accepting, caring, and loving atmos-
phere for their children. Grandparents also
have an important role to play, as do other
members of the extended family.

This is an issue that all Americans can and
should support and promote. By becoming
directly involved and assuming personal re-
sponsibility, we can strengthen our schools,
churches, and communities in ways that will
reinforce and enhance the importance of val-
ues that the family structure can provide.
This is all the more critical as the world be-
comes an increasingly complex and inter-
related place. We must interact in the future
with any number of new and emerging na-
tions. In order to do this successfully, we will
need the talent, dedication, and best efforts
of all of our youth.

Today’s children will also be tomorrow’s
parents. To preserve the American Dream,
the fiber of our Nation must be strength-
ened. By instilling a common purpose and
assuring ourselves that children are receiving
the best and most comprehensive care pos-
sible, we can face the awesome challenges
that lie ahead. We can start at the family level
to bring our country together, solve prob-
lems, and make progress.

So I ask all Americans to reaffirm this Na-
tion’s commitment to its children. I appeal
specifically to parents to spend quality time
each day with their children, to listen to their
concerns and dreams, and to guide them well
as they make the transition into adolescence
and adulthood. We have a right and an obli-
gation to make sure our children can rise as

far and as high as their talents and deter-
mination will let them.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
139, has designated the third Sunday in No-
vember as ‘‘National Children’s Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim November 21, 1993, as
National Children’s Day. On this day and
every day, I urge all Americans to express
their love, advocacy, and appreciation for
their children and all children of the world.
I invite Federal officials, State and local gov-
ernments, and particularly the American
family, to join together in observing this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities to
honor our Nation’s children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:27 p.m., November 19, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 19, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
November 23.

Proclamation 6627—National
Military Families Recognition Day,
1993
November 18, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Military families are diverse, strong, re-

sourceful, and patriotic. The men and
women who serve our country understand
that their families provide essential support
and make enormous sacrifices every day. We,
as a Nation, must also recognize the unselfish
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