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lasting effects. For them, the future can be
clouded with doubt or despair.

We all must take it upon ourselves to ad-
dress these problems and to guarantee that
children of all families will be given new hope
for a better life. We must get back to ‘‘being
our neighbor’s keeper’’ when it comes to rais-
ing children. The plight of our neighbor-
hoods and communities must be rectified
and replaced with a positive environment in
which to grow and live in safety. Today’s chil-
dren are frightened and worried. We must
close the opportunity gap and the respon-
sibility gap because all of the children of
America deserve an equal chance.

Parents must make an all-out effort to pro-
vide an accepting, caring, and loving atmos-
phere for their children. Grandparents also
have an important role to play, as do other
members of the extended family.

This is an issue that all Americans can and
should support and promote. By becoming
directly involved and assuming personal re-
sponsibility, we can strengthen our schools,
churches, and communities in ways that will
reinforce and enhance the importance of val-
ues that the family structure can provide.
This is all the more critical as the world be-
comes an increasingly complex and inter-
related place. We must interact in the future
with any number of new and emerging na-
tions. In order to do this successfully, we will
need the talent, dedication, and best efforts
of all of our youth.

Today’s children will also be tomorrow’s
parents. To preserve the American Dream,
the fiber of our Nation must be strength-
ened. By instilling a common purpose and
assuring ourselves that children are receiving
the best and most comprehensive care pos-
sible, we can face the awesome challenges
that lie ahead. We can start at the family level
to bring our country together, solve prob-
lems, and make progress.

So I ask all Americans to reaffirm this Na-
tion’s commitment to its children. I appeal
specifically to parents to spend quality time
each day with their children, to listen to their
concerns and dreams, and to guide them well
as they make the transition into adolescence
and adulthood. We have a right and an obli-
gation to make sure our children can rise as

far and as high as their talents and deter-
mination will let them.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
139, has designated the third Sunday in No-
vember as ‘‘National Children’s Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim November 21, 1993, as
National Children’s Day. On this day and
every day, I urge all Americans to express
their love, advocacy, and appreciation for
their children and all children of the world.
I invite Federal officials, State and local gov-
ernments, and particularly the American
family, to join together in observing this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities to
honor our Nation’s children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:27 p.m., November 19, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 19, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
November 23.

Proclamation 6627—National
Military Families Recognition Day,
1993
November 18, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Military families are diverse, strong, re-

sourceful, and patriotic. The men and
women who serve our country understand
that their families provide essential support
and make enormous sacrifices every day. We,
as a Nation, must also recognize the unselfish
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contributions of our military families wher-
ever they may be around the world.

As we go about the routine business of our
lives, it is easy to forget the daily hardships,
inconveniences, separations, and disruptions
that our service men and women and their
families endure to protect America. These
dedicated individuals will affirm that it is
their families who invariably sustain them
and warm their hearts. In every city and State
and in many countries worldwide, service
men and women proudly note that the high-
light of their day is that special smile, tele-
phone call, or letter they receive. The mili-
tary family is the motivational force that con-
tinually elevates the spirit of the service
member when life’s joys and sorrows need
to be shared.

The Department of Defense has long rec-
ognized that the family unit is an important
factor in the overall readiness and well-being
of the members of the Armed Forces. In-
deed, military families make extraordinary
contributions to the entire Nation through
their efforts to support and encourage their
loved ones.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
115, has designated November 22, 1993, as
‘‘National Military Families Recognition
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim November 22, 1993, as
National Military Families Recognition Day.
I call upon all Americans to join in honoring
military families throughout the world. Fi-
nally, I ask Federal, State, and local officials
and private organizations to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:30 p.m., November 19, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 19, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
November 23.

Remarks to the Seattle APEC Host
Committee
November 19, 1993

Thank you so much for that warm wel-
come, and thank you, all of you, for every-
thing you have done to make this conference
of the Asian-Pacific economic council a suc-
cess. I want to thank your Governor for his
leadership in coming all the way to Washing-
ton, DC, to help me pass the NAFTA agree-
ment and for speaking up for it, and as a
leader of the State which leads America in
per capita trade. I want to thank my good
friend Mayor Rice, who heads this wonderful
city which has been voted the best city in
America in which to do business, in no small
measure because of your Mayor.

I’m glad to see my friend and former col-
league Governor Roberts out there. I must
say I sort of jumped when Governor Lowry
introduced her as his neighbor to the south.
I never thought of Oregon in the south be-
fore. That’s a lesson for this whole con-
ference: Perspective is very important.
[Laughter]

I have one member of your delegation
here, Congressman Norm Dicks, who came
back with me yesterday; and Speaker Foley
is on the way. But I’m glad to see him here.
The Washington delegation has been enor-
mously supportive of this administration in
the cause of economic expansion, and I am
very grateful for that.

Senator Murray wanted to come back with
me also, but she’s on the floor of the Senate
even as I speak here, debating the crime bill
and trying to pass it with 100,000 new police
officers and the Brady bill and an historic
ban on assault weapons, which she’s working
hard to keep in the bill.

I love Seattle. I always love to come here.
I called home last night, and both my wife
and my daughter had chewed me out be-
cause I was here, and they weren’t. We’ve
had some wonderful days here. This morning
I got up, and I went running in Green Lake
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