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the world. And you have provided leadership,
as well, for your country’s remarkable eco-
nomic performance which has made Korea
a model for other nations. Terrain that once
was bomb-scarred and war-ravaged today
supports modern factories and new sky-
scrapers. In just 33 years, Korea’s output has
increased an astounding 100-fold.

The optimism and perseverance that have
made South Korea great can also be found
in abundance here in our Korean-American
community. Over 1 million Korean-Ameri-
cans today are contributing greatly to the dy-
namism of our American life. They are build-
ing bonds of cooperation across an ocean of
opportunity, bonds that will serve our two
nations well as we meet the many challenges
that face us both in the years ahead.

For 43 years, Mr. President, America and
Korea have stood shoulder to shoulder to
preserve security on the peninsula. Today,
new challenges such as North Korea’s nu-
clear program continue to demand our vigi-
lance and our determined effort. But they
also demand that we demonstrate vision. You
and I share a vision, Mr. President, a vision
of a Korea at peace and one day reunited
on terms acceptable to the Korean people.

During my visit to Korea in July, I was
moved not only by the beauty of the ‘‘Land
of the Morning Calm’’ but also by the spirit
of the people. When I visited Seoul, I gained
a better appreciation of the scope of Korea’s
economic success, the miracle on the Han.
When I stood on the somber bridge at the
Point of No Return, I gained a deeper appre-
ciation for Korea’s continuing security chal-
lenges. When I spoke to the National Assem-
bly, I gained an inspiring appreciation of Ko-
rea’s commitment to democracy. And when
I went jogging with President Kim, I gained
a fresh appreciation for the warmth, the
vigor, and the endurance of Korea’s leader.

President Kim, it is with great admiration
for you and for the people of Korea that I
invite everyone here to join me in a toast
to you and to the Republic of Korea. May
democracy continue to flourish there, and
may the dream of peaceful reunification on
the Korean Peninsula soon become a reality.

To President and Mrs. Kim and the people
of the Republic of Korea. Hear, hear.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:38 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters at the Thanksgiving
Turkey Presentation Ceremony
November 24, 1993

The President. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen and boys and girls. It’s good to
see you here. I want to especially thank Con-
gresswoman Leslie Byrne for joining us,
along with Stuart Proctor, the National Tur-
key Federation president, and the turkey,
clapping for the president—[laughter]—
Thomas Bross, the chairman of the federa-
tion and a turkey farmer from Pennsylvania
who raised this year’s Thanksgiving turkey,
and the National Turkey Federation staff. Fi-
nally, I want to welcome the fourth-grade
students who are here from Springfield Es-
tates Elementary School in Springfield, Vir-
ginia. Welcome to all of you. I’m glad you’re
here for Thanksgiving.

As President, this is my first year to have
the honor of accepting the annual Thanks-
giving turkey and granting the turkey the an-
nual Presidential pardon. [Laughter] After
this ceremony, this turkey will retire to a
1930’s working farm replica in Northern Vir-
ginia.

We’ve come together today to have a little
fun but also to express our gratitude in this
Thanksgiving season for God’s many bless-
ings, a time to impress upon younger people
the heritage of our Nation and the commit-
ment we all have to justice and freedom and
peace.

It’s also a time to reach out in service to
others not as fortunate as we are. In a few
hours, Hillary and I will visit the new Cov-
enant Baptist Church here in Washington
where church members and homeless fami-
lies are coming together to prepare a Thanks-
giving dinner. Thanksgiving, when we all
bask in the generosity and hospitality of our
own family and friends, reminds us that we
also belong to a larger community full of peo-
ple who often are not as fortunate as we are.

It’s a time to value those things and to re-
member how strong we are when we come
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together to overcome adversity. In the last
few months I’ve had a chance to spend a
lot of time in the Middle West, dealing with
the floods and their aftermath, and then last
Sunday I went to church in California with
two dozen people who went through the hor-
rible trauma of the wildfires in the West. And
I saw again what people can do when they
pull together and remember that we are all
in this together.

Tomorrow, I’ll have the great good fortune
of celebrating Thanksgiving with my family,
reflecting on the past year and looking to the
future. I’ll have the chance to say a prayer
of thanks for the many blessings that I have
enjoyed. I ask all of you to do that. I wish
you well on this Thanksgiving and to remem-
ber also our continuing obligations for our
fellow Americans who don’t have many of
the things we take for granted. Together we
can make this country stronger and have even
more to be thankful for next Thanksgiving.

Thank you very much. [Applause] And
thank you for the applause.

Somebody pointed out this morning that
this may not be the only turkey I’ve had in
my administration, but this is one I will cer-
tainly set free. [Laughter]

[At this point, the President spoke with the
children.]

Turkey Presentation

The President. I’m experienced in this.
I come from the fourth largest turkey-grow-
ing State in the country .

Q. Is this your first Presidential pardon?
The President. It is my first Presidential

pardon.
Q. You’re going into great detail over

this—[inaudible]
The President. Yes, we were talking to

the kids about the turkey. This is a very well
behaved turkey.

Q. We were hoping for something better,
actually.

The President. I asked the gentleman
who raised him, you know, if they went to
any trouble, any extra effort to raise him, and
he said that they had spent a lot of time han-
dling him, so he’s more comfortable around
people.

Q. Were you concerned at all about this,
because this has some ridiculous aspects for
a President——

The President. So many of my prede-
cessors have participated in this—[inaudi-
ble]. I actually didn’t mind it. I think it’s kind
of funny, and it’s an annual ritual. As I said,
it’s a little easier for me because I’ve been
around turkeys all my life. I didn’t mean it
like that—[laughter]—and I come from a
State that grows a lot of turkeys. We also
have a huge wild turkey population at home,
too, so it’s not as alien an experience for me
as it would be for some people.

Q. Do you think the Founding Fathers
made the right choice not choosing a turkey
as the national bird?

Q. You know Franklin proposed it. He
really did.

The President. Yes, he did. Well, actually,
let me tell you—but what Franklin meant—
wild turkeys, and they’re quite beautiful, if
you’ve ever seen them. They’re bottom
heavy, like a regular turkey, but they’re quite
beautiful. And they can go from zero to 35
miles an hour in no time, something most
people don’t know, an amazing creature to
see operate in the woods. And being out
there in the woods on an early November
or December morning, listening to the tur-
keys, actually, in our State, it’s turkey season
earlier.

Q. Does this remind you of any of the
Members of Congress you’ve been dealing
with in the last—[laughter]—

Q. Speaking of that, what’s the latest——

Brady Bill
Q. What’s the latest on the Brady bill?
The President. I don’t know. Senator

Mitchell has put a very, I think, good offer
on the table. He has offered, with my strong
support, to put in a separate bill as soon as
they come back, several provisions of the
Brady bill that we don’t think would weaken
the bill that Senator Dole wanted, one of
which deals with the automation of records
and when that could supplant the waiting pe-
riod, when the records are automated, that
67 Senators voted for before, including Sen-
ator Dole. One deals with giving them what
they wanted, which was a 4-year instead of
5-year time period, with an extra year it could
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be extended at the Attorney General’s discre-
tion. And I think there’s another change in
there. Senator Mitchell has gone the extra
mile, and I have authorized him to say that
I will strongly support the legislation so that
it would permit the Senate Republicans to
give up on the filibuster and send the Brady
bill to us now and we could give it to the
American people for Thanksgiving. That’s
what I think they ought to do, but we’ll just
have to see. I certainly hope they——

Q. Why do you think the Republicans are
so adamant?

The President. I don’t know. I think
they’re just—[inaudible]. I don’t know. Peo-
ple who don’t want the bill are holding it
hostage. We should have done this long ago.
It’s an important first step in trying to get
ahold of gun violence in this country and
make our streets safer and enable our police
officers to do their jobs better. And we now
have the support of 80 percent of the Amer-
ican people and a big majority in the Senate.
We know we have over 60 Senators prepared
to vote for this bill, but the political gridlock
is holding one more than 40 of them. In the
filibuster system, you know, 41 percent of
the Senate can prevent a bill from coming
to a vote. I think it’s a terrible mistake, and
I hope we can break out of it today.

Q. What kind of a political price are the
Republicans going to pay for this, after citing
the statistics they used——

The President. Well, I think the American
people want us to act. I think they do not
want this to be a partisan political issue. I
think the safety of our streets has become
also a national security issue. I think the
American people want us to act. And I don’t
want to make it a partisan issue. I have bent
over backwards not to. I want to work with
the Republicans on the crime bill. I want to
put another 100,000 police officers on the
street. I want that assault weapons ban. I
don’t think it ought to be a partisan issue.
But their partisan filibuster is making it a par-
tisan issue, and I think that it’s a mistake for
them to do it. But we’re going to keep work-
ing as hard as we can. I still think we’ve got
a chance to get it done, and I hope that the
American people will be supportive. I know
they are; that’s what they’re hearing out
there. We’ve just got to keep on plugging.

Q. Hasn’t it become personal, also, Mr.
President? Senator Dole thinks he was sand-
bagged by the Democrats.

The President. Well, I know he thinks
that, and I don’t want to get into this, because
I can’t—I mean, he says that, but this has
nothing to do with the underlying merits.
This is either a good bill or not a good bill,
number one. Number two, the Republicans
on the conference committee were not even
on the regular committee, and they were
people who had no intention of voting for
the Brady bill if all the changes they wanted
were adopted. So the Democrats argued that
they felt that they didn’t know what they
were supposed to talk about with people who
weren’t going to vote for it regardless and
who weren’t even on the committee that had
jurisdiction of the Brady bill. So you can hear
arguments on both sides about that, but
that’s irrelevant, that’s irrelevant.

This is a good thing for the American peo-
ple. It’s a good first step. It’s the right thing
to do. If you stay around these battles now,
and you’ve been through all of the stuff we’ve
been through just in the last year, all of us—
if you go around letting your personal feel-
ings get in the way of doing the public inter-
est, we’d never get anything done around
here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks at the Covenant Baptist
Church
November 24, 1993

The President. Thank you. First of all, let
me say to you, Pastor, and to the whole staff
and family of Covenant Baptist Church, I
thank you for taking us in here and letting
us be a part of what Hillary and I have always
done at Thanksgiving, being a part of some
ministry to take Thanksgiving to people who
would otherwise not have it. I want to also
thank the Coalition for the Homeless that’s
working with you for the work that they have
done to try to turn homelessness into a tem-
porary condition by moving people through
shelters into having the skills and the
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