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Week Ending Friday, November 26, 1993

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Morihiro Hosokawa of Japan in
Seattle, Washington
November 19, 1993
China

Q. Mr. President, having accused the Bush
administration of ‘‘coddle China,’’ what is
your response to those who are upset about
the computer sale and other initiatives which
you are making to the Chinese?

The President. That we haven’t changed
our policy. Our policy is to try to engage
China but to be very firm with the human
rights issues, to be very firm on the weapons
proliferation issues. But there are 1.2 billion
people in China, and we don’t believe we
can achieve our objectives within the context
of complete isolation. And in this case, the
computer sale for their weather service is
something that they could get elsewhere if
they didn’t get it from the United States. I
think it is an important indication that we
are willing to work with them if they will re-
ciprocate across a whole broad range of
issues involving human rights, proliferation,
and trade. And of course, in my next meeting
I’ll have a chance to talk about that.

Japan
Q. And sir, what do you expect from the

Japanese now? It’s been a few months since
Tokyo——

The President. Well, first of all, let me
say it has been a few months, but it’s been
a remarkable few months for Japan. I want
to applaud the Prime Minister on his suc-
cesses in promoting political reform. We had
a very good meeting already today, and we
have many more things to discuss.

I have invited him to the United States,
and he has accepted to come in early Feb-
ruary to continue our discussions on our bi-
lateral economic relationships and what we
can do to improve them, to deal with the
trade deficit, and to do a number of other

things that we’re trying to do. And so we’re
going to have another meeting in early Feb-
ruary, and we’ll have more to say about that
then.

But I’ve been very impressed, I must say,
with the changes that he’s making in Japan
and with so much on his plate with the politi-
cal issue that they still—this government has
opened its construction market more to us,
something that I very much appreciate. And
it’s an indication that we’ll be able to make
more progress in the months ahead.

Asian-Pacific Security
Q. Sir, when you spoke of APEC promot-

ing security for Asia-Pacific nations, what did
you have in mind? Anything along the lines
of what NATO does for European security?

The President. What I meant by that is
I think that we all have to work together,
as we are now, on the issues of concern to
us. As you know, the United States is very
concerned that North Korea not become a
nuclear power and adhere to the missile
technology control regime, I mean, the non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons issue. And
we have worked very hard to try to get our
inspectors in there through IAEA. And the
Japanese and the Chinese, I might add, have
been very cooperative with us and tried very
hard to give us good advice, and we consulted
together. That’s the kind of thing I think we
have to do more of.

Japan
Q. Can we ask the Prime Minister a ques-

tion, please? Mr. Prime Minister, now that
you’ve won your political reforms, do you
think it will be possible to open up, including
the rice market perhaps?

Prime Minister Hosokawa. First of all,
let me say that I haven’t succeeded in com-
pleting my political reform. In the Japanese
House of Counselors, the situation is more
difficult. And let me give you an idea. It is
something like the difficulty which was faced
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2412 Nov. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

by the U.S. Congress recently with regard
to the NAFTA issue. The same level of dif-
ficulty is facing me in trying to pass political
reform in the Japanese House of Counselors.

Now, with regard to the rice issue that you
raised, let me point out that this is a very
serious issue in Japan, and one has to be very
careful in not getting this rice issue in the
way of political reform.

Now, let me also say that, of course, Japan
is ready to make its utmost effort to bring
about the successful conclusion of the Uru-
guay round. But having said all of this, I will
have to continue to make and exert my best
efforts in order to successfully complete Jap-
anese political reform.
[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

APEC and Japan
Q. Mr. President, do you agree with the

Prime Minister on the concept of the Asian-
Pacific community?

The President. We have some more talks
to hold, but I believe we are generally in
agreement that we should attempt to use this
forum to broaden trade and deepen under-
standing and perhaps to accelerate the pace
at which we can increase trade and economic
growth in the region.

I must say, this is, I believe, my first oppor-
tunity to talk to the Japanese press since my
United Nations speech. I have been very im-
pressed with the work the Prime Minister
and the new government have done in pass-
ing political reform—I know it’s not over yet,
but it’s making good progress—and in reach-
ing out to the United States on a number
of issues. So I’m pleased with the way things
are going now and very appreciative of the
work the Prime Minister is doing.

Q. Mr. President, is there any difference
of the atmosphere of this meeting and the
former meeting in September with Prime
Minister Hosokawa?

The President. With the meeting last Sep-
tember?

Q. Yes.
The President. I don’t know how to de-

scribe it. That was also, I thought, a very good
meeting. But I have an intense interest in
the changes that are going on in Japan now,
and I am watching them with great admira-

tion. As you know, I think, based on what
I said when I was in Japan for the G–7 meet-
ing, I strongly feel that both our nations have
a lot of changes to make. And it’s always dif-
ficult to make change. So I think this meet-
ing—there’s a lot of feeling that we share
a certain destiny here—the Prime Minister
working on his political reform measures, and
I’ve been working on trying to open the trad-
ing systems through NAFTA. I really very
much respect what is going on in Japan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in the
North Kirkland Cutter Room at the Rainier Club.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this exchange. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Following Discussions
With President Jiang Zemin of China
in Seattle
November 19, 1993

The President. Good afternoon. I have
just completed a meeting with President
Jiang of China which I believe was very pro-
ductive. It was an important meeting for the
people of China and the people of the United
States. China, after all, is home to one of
every five people who live on this planet and
is the world’s fastest growing major economy.
We have to work together on a wide range
of issues of regional significance and of global
significance.

President Jiang said to me in a letter that
we need to talk to each other not because
we have no differences but because we do
have differences and need to resolve them.
Today I tried to be as forthright and clear
as I could about our common interests and
about our clear differences.

We agreed on the need to work on improv-
ing our relationship. We know that what we
do affects not only our own people but all
the people in the world. When we work to-
gether we’re a powerful force for security
and economic progress. As fellow members
of the U.N. Security Council, we have
worked side by side on many things, includ-
ing Cambodia and Haiti.
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In our meeting I reaffirmed the United
States support for the three joint commu-
niques as the bedrock of our one China pol-
icy. We agreed on the need to preserve the
peace and stability of the Korean Peninsula
and to work together to ensure that North
Korea resolves the world’s concerns over its
nuclear problems.

We also discussed very frankly areas of dis-
agreement. I emphasized to President Jiang
the need for early, concrete progress on as-
pects of China policy and practice that are
of deep concern to the American people:
human rights, including Tibet; trade prac-
tices; and nonproliferation. Over the past few
months we have had a number of bilateral
meetings in Beijing and Washington to ex-
plore the possibilities for progress in these
key areas. Our meeting today is a part of that
ongoing process. I hope it can lead to sub-
stantial advances.

In our meeting today I especially stressed
our concerns in the area of human rights.
Last May I put forward key human rights
conditions that must be met if most-favored-
nation status to China is to be renewed next
spring. I told President Jiang that I welcome
our dialog on human rights. I hope we can
make significant progress on these issues very
soon. I mentioned in particular the need for
prison access by the ICRC, the question of
releasing political prisoners, especially those
who are sick. I particularly mentioned the
case of Wang Jontao. I asked for a dialog
on Tibet with the Dalai Lama or his rep-
resentatives. And I discussed the question of
prison labor and the need for our customs
officials to visit other facilities as already
called for in our memorandum of under-
standing.

In other words, on the question of human
rights, I attempted to be quite specific, not
implying that the United States could dictate
to China or that China could dictate to the
United States the general conditions or insti-
tutions of our society, but clearly recognizing
that there are human rights issues that are
a barrier to the full resolution of normal and
complete and constructive relations between
our two nations.

I also emphasized the need for progress
on our trade imbalance. We discussed the
needs for greater market access and for the

protection of intellectual property rights. I
think our trade relationships alone indicate
that the United States has not attempted to
isolate China but instead has attempted to
assist its movement into the global economy.
After all, this year we will purchase about
a third of the total Chinese exports, and we
must do a better job of selling our products
and services into that market.

I also stressed that we look to China to
participate fully in international efforts to
stem weapons proliferation. We continue to
have differences on these issues. But we
agreed that we should seek to resolve them
through dialog and negotiation. This is clearly
in the interest of both nations.

As we approach the 21st century, the rela-
tionship between our two countries will be
one of the most important in the world. I
believe that my meeting today with President
Jiang established our determination to build
on the positive aspects of our existing rela-
tions and to address far more candidly and
personally than we have in the past the prob-
lems that remain between our two nations.
I look forward to continuing that dialog dur-
ing tomorrow’s APEC leaders meeting and
in other ways in the coming months.

I believe we have made a good beginning.
I always believe the best beginning in a chal-
lenging situation is to be as frank and forth-
right as possible. And I think that I did that,
and I believe that he did that.

Let me make just one other comment
about a domestic issue; then I’ll answer a
couple of questions. I’d like to compliment
the United States Senate in passing the crime
bill today. It is absolutely imperative that we
now resolve the differences between the
Senate and the House bill, that we move
ahead to get 100,000 police on the street as
quickly as we can. It will still take several
months even after the bill is signed to train
the police and put them out there. It is a
terribly important issue.

There are other matters in the bills, espe-
cially the boot camps, that I think are impor-
tant. But I am distressed at the Senate fili-
buster of the Brady bill. I know they’re going
to vote one more time tonight, and before
they leave, I would urge the Senate to pass
the Brady bill. It has been delayed far too
long. And the attack against it, that it will
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not solve all the gun violence in the United
States, ignores the fact that it will solve some
of our problems by actually permitting us to
do a weapons check of the criminal and men-
tal health backgrounds of people who want
to buy handguns. It will, it will turn up peo-
ple who should not be able to buy guns, many
of whom will have criminal records, some of
whom may have outstanding warrants.

This is an important issue for our country.
I understand that some people think the poli-
tics are still difficult. But clearly, it is the right
thing to do. And I hope the Senate will re-
consider its filibuster and permit the majority
to rule. There’s plainly a heavy majority for
the Brady bill. That majority should be able
to carry the day.

Human Rights and Weapons Proliferation
Q. Mr. President, in the photo opportunity

prior to your meeting with President Jiang,
he sounded reluctant to even discuss in any
great detail the questions of human rights
and weapons proliferation. What was his re-
sponse to your concerns about those issues?
And since you appear so reluctant to push
China into any sort of isolation, just what do
you have at your disposal to bring China
around? What’s your leverage there?

The President. Well, first of all, I think
anybody should be reluctant to isolate a
country as big as China with the potential
China has for good, not only good for the
1.2 billion people of China who are enjoying
this unprecedented economic growth but
good in the region and good throughout the
world. So our reluctance to isolate them is
the right reluctance.

On the other hand, I laid down a human
rights policy and a policy on trade and non-
proliferation that we are going to pursue: the
human rights policy in the context of MFN
renewal next year and the trade and non-
proliferation policies, in the proper context,
that we are already pursuing. And I think
that the leverage is not insignificant. After
all, we are their major purchaser of products
and services. We have been their commercial
friend, as we should have been. I do not be-
grudge that. But we have got to have progress
on these three fronts.

I would remind you these two countries
have been somewhat estranged ever since

Tiananmen Square. And the very fact that
we talked today I think is a positive sign that
both of us are interested in trying to resolve
our respective problems. I don’t think you
ever lose anything by talking with someone
as long as you’re honest. And I don’t think
there was any doubt about where the United
States stands on these issues today.

Q. And his response, Mr. President?
The President. Well, he did engage and

discuss a number of those things. I think,
given the nature of the political environment
in China and their historic reluctance to dis-
cuss these issues in public, the press state-
ment that he made was consistent with their
historic pattern. But I thought we began a
dialog, and that’s all I think I should say
today.

North Korea
Q. Mr. President, in your meeting with

Prime Minister Hosokawa and also as you
mentioned in your meeting with President
Jiang, you discussed the subject of North
Korea. What can you tell us about your sense
of how that situation is developing, whether
we’re moving toward a situation in which
you’re going to be faced with a deadline be-
cause of the IAEA’s inability to eventually
continue to monitor? And what sort of assur-
ances have you gotten from the Chinese on
cooperation on that issue?

The President. Well, first of all, that’s pre-
cisely what we want to avoid. We want to
avoid the situation where the IAEA can no
longer certify that North Korea is non-
nuclear. So you’re in the worst of both
worlds; you don’t know whether it is, but you
can’t say that it isn’t. That is what we’re trying
to avoid.

Secondly, you should understand that per-
haps next only to South Korea, both China
and Japan are deeply interested in the same
objective. They do not wish to have a nuclear
North Korea. And so they support the policy
of trying to prevent that from happening. All
three of those countries have a great deal
of sensitivity about what is most likely to
bring about that result. They are worried
about whether sanctions would backfire. And
we have discussed with them some other op-
tions, perhaps taking a more comprehensive
approach to all the differences between us
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in an attempt to demonstrate again to North
Korea that they have nothing to be afraid
of from an honest dialog with the South and
from allowing the inspectors to come back
in.

So we are looking at what some other op-
tions are now. But this is a very important
issue, and the United States, I think, clearly
has the responsibility to lead on this issue.
And we are doing our best to do it. We are
on top of it. And I know there are those who
think we should have taken a different
course, who think, well, maybe we just
haven’t been involved in this. But I would
remind you that South Korea, Japan, and
China are intimately interested and person-
ally affected by those developments. And we
have consulted extensively with all three of
them all along the way, and we are pursuing
the policy we think has the best chance of
success.

Japan
Q. Mr. President, in advance of this meet-

ing, one journalist described Japan’s historic
posture toward the United States as one of
obsequious arrogance, namely the endless
stonewalling of various trade issues. It took
us no less than 22 years to get Washington
apples into Japanese markets. What is your
sense of the posture of the new Japanese
Government toward moving things on so we
will not have to wait 22 years, for instance,
to get American rice into that market?

The President. This is a different govern-
ment and a different time with different ob-
jectives for the internal economy of Japan.
I think that the present policy is not sustain-
able. On the other hand, this government was
elected and this Prime Minister was elected
to deal with a wide range of issues. They are
working on their political reform agenda
now, and I think they will conclude it soon.

The United States supports those efforts
at political reform and believes that they
should be encouraged. It’s part of the change
that is sweeping the world. After that, I be-
lieve that Prime Minister Hosokawa will
move seriously on the two great economic
issues that we share in common: One is what
should be done to make sure that at times
like this when there’s a global recession, the
United States, Japan, and Europe follow poli-

cies that will promote higher rates of global
growth, because we can’t grow unless there’s
a global economic growth pattern. Secondly
is, what can we do to follow up on our frame-
work agreement in which we identified some
very specific areas in which we expect mutu-
ally to work together to get real results? My
vision, as I said to Prime Minister Hosokawa,
for Japan is that as we move toward the 21st
century, Japan will become like other great
powers in terms of its openness to investment
and to trade and that together we will help
to create a world of far more sustained and
sustainable growth and opportunity for our
own people and, in the process for the devel-
oping nations as well.

Taiwan
Q. Mr. President, you just mentioned

three communiques in one China policy.
Does that mean somebody raised the issue
of Taiwan in the bilateral meeting? And sec-
ondly, since you’ve visited Taiwan four times
and most knowledgeable of the Taiwan issue,
what you want to do in deal with U.S.-Taiwan
relations?

The President. I have been there many
times. I’ve been there five times, actually.
And I have been very impressed with the re-
markable transformation of the country as it
has gotten more prosperous and more demo-
cratic and impressed also by the amount of
investment from Taiwan into China. So that
it seems that the two countries are getting
along on a commercial basis, even as the rest
of us are confronted with political dilemmas
from time to time.

We did not really discuss that today in any
detail whatever. The policy of the United
States on one China is the right policy for
the United States. It does not preclude us
from following the Taiwan Relations Act, nor
does it preclude us from the strong economic
relationship we enjoy with Taiwan. There’s
a representative, as you know, here at this
meeting. So I feel good about where we are
on that. But I don’t think that will be a major
stumbling block in our relationship with
China. I think we can work through these
other things, that the practical ingenuity of
the Chinese people themselves seems to be
at least on a course to resolve that in some
form or fashion in the years ahead.
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Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at the
Rainier Club. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Dinner for the APEC
Forum and Business Leaders in
Seattle
November 19, 1993

To my fellow leaders of the APEC nations
and distinguished guests, we gather here to-
night in Washington State at an historic mo-
ment. At least two other times during this
century a great global struggle has ended and
a new era has dawned. That has happened
again today. It falls to each of us, as it fell
to leaders then, to imagine and to build a
new future for our people. I deeply appre-
ciate the willingness that each of you has
shown to make the long trip here to be to-
gether today.

I want to express my appreciation for the
warm hospitality of the people and the elect-
ed officials of this beautiful city of Seattle
in the Evergreen State of Washington. All
of us in the Asian Pacific live as neighbors
in a region that has long been characterized
by both its commerce and its conflicts. The
question for our future is whether we can
reap the bounty of the Pacific without bring-
ing its storms. There are vast differences
among our economies and our people; yet
these can be a great source of enrichment.

I hear the complex music of our many dif-
fering languages, and I know that in each
of them our words for work, for opportunity,
for children, for hope carry the same mean-
ing. I see the roots of our many ancient civili-
zations, whether Confucian or Islamic or
Judeo-Christian. I know there is much we
can learn from each other’s rich and proud
cultures. Above all, I look at the perpetual
motion of this region’s ports, its factories, its
shipping lanes, its inventors, its workers, its
consumers, and I know we are all united in
a desire to convert that restless energy into
better lives for our people.

Tomorrow all of us will go for a day of
discussion on beautiful Blake Island. I be-

lieve that discussion can help to foster among
us a sense of community, not a community
of formal, legal economic integration as in
Europe but a community such as neighbors
create when they sit down together over cof-
fee or tea to talk about house repairs or their
children’s schools, the kind of community
that families and friends create when they
gather on holidays to rejoice in their common
blessings. Such gatherings are not driven by
charters or bylaws but by shared interests and
aspirations, bonds that are often more power-
ful, enduring than those which are written
down.

So it is with this community I hope we
can create together. We have common con-
cerns about the conditions in our neighbor-
hood, about regional trade barriers, about
our shared environment. We have common
aspirations: good jobs for our workers, rising
standards of living for our children, and
peace among our nations. And now we have
a common forum for pursuing our common
goals. Tonight and tomorrow let us continue
developing a shared sense of purpose as ex-
pansive as the ocean that unites our lands.

Our great novelist Herman Melville once
wrote this about the Pacific Ocean. He said
it rolls the midmost waters of the world, the
Indian Ocean and the Atlantic being but its
arms. Thus this mysterious, divine Pacific
zones the world’s whole bulk about, makes
all coasts bay to it, seams the tide beating
of the Earth.

Working as partners we have an historic
opportunity to harness the tides of the Pacific
so that they may lift all our people to a better
future.

Tonight I ask each and every one of you
here to join me in a toast to the Pacific com-
munity, a region at peace, prosperous, and
free. Hear, hear.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the
Spanish Ballroom at the Four Seasons Hotel. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Convention on
Biological Diversity
November 19, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity, with An-
nexes, done at Rio de Janeiro, June 5, 1992,
and signed by the United States in New York
on June 4, 1993. The report of the Depart-
ment of State is also enclosed for the infor-
mation of the Senate.

The final text of the Convention was
adopted in Nairobi by the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee for a Convention on
Biological Diversity (INC) on May 22, 1992.
The INC was preceded by three technical
meetings of an Ad Hoc Working Group of
Experts on Biological Diversity and two
meetings of an Ad Hoc Working Group of
Legal and Technical Experts. Five sessions
of the INC were held, from June 1991 to
May 1992. The Convention was opened for
signature at the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development in Rio de
Janeiro on June 5, 1992.

The Convention is a comprehensive agree-
ment, addressing the many facets of biologi-
cal diversity. It will play a major role in stem-
ming the loss of the earth’s species, their
habitats, and ecosystems through the Con-
vention’s obligations to conserve biodiversity
and sustainably use its components as well
as its provisions that facilitate access to ge-
netic resources and access to and transfer of
technology so crucial to long-term sustain-
able development of the earth’s biological re-
sources. The Convention will also create a
much needed forum for focusing inter-
national activities and setting global priorities
on biological diversity.

The objectives of the Convention as set
forth therein are the conservation of biologi-
cal diversity, the sustainable use of its compo-
nents, and the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising out of the utilization of ge-
netic resources. These objectives are imple-
mented through specific provisions that ad-
dress, inter alia, identification and monitor-
ing, in situ and ex situ conservation, sustain-
able use, research and training, public edu-

cation and awareness, impact assessment, ac-
cess to genetic resources, access to and trans-
fer of technology, technical and scientific co-
operation, handling of biotechnology and dis-
tribution of its benefits, and financing.

Economic incentives will help all Parties
achieve the environmental benefits of con-
servation and sustainable use of biological di-
versity. The Administration thus supports the
concept that benefits stemming from the use
of genetic resources should flow back to
those nations that act to conserve biological
diversity and provide access to their genetic
resources. We will strive to realize this objec-
tive of the Convention. As recognized in the
Convention, the adequate and effective pro-
tection of intellectual property rights is an-
other important economic incentive that en-
courages the development of innovative tech-
nologies, improving all Parties’ ability to con-
serve and sustainably use biological re-
sources. The Administration will therefore
strongly resist any actions taken by Parties
to the Convention that lead to inadequate
levels of protection of intellectual property
rights, and will continue to pursue a vigorous
policy with respect to the adequate and effec-
tive protection of intellectual property rights
in negotiations on bilateral and multilateral
trade agreements. In this regard, the report
of the Department of State provides a de-
tailed statement of the Administration’s posi-
tion on those provisions of the Convention
that relate to intellectual property rights.

Biological diversity conservation in the
United States is addressed through a tightly
woven partnership of Federal, State, and pri-
vate sector programs in management of our
lands and waters and their resident and mi-
gratory species. There are hundreds of State
and Federal laws and programs and an exten-
sive system of Federal and State wildlife ref-
uges, marine sanctuaries, wildlife manage-
ment areas, recreation areas, parks, and for-
ests. These existing programs and authorities
are considered sufficient to enable any activi-
ties necessary to effectively implement our
responsibilities under the Convention. The
Administration does not intend to disrupt the
existing balance of Federal and State authori-
ties through this Convention. Indeed, the
Administration is committed to expanding
and strengthening these relationships. We
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look forward to continued cooperation in
conserving biological diversity and in pro-
moting the sustainable use of its components.

The Convention will enter into force on
December 29, 1993. Prompt ratification will
demonstrate the United States commitment
to the conservation and sustainable use of bi-
ological diversity and will encourage other
countries to do likewise. Furthermore, in
light of the rapid entry into force of the Con-
vention, early ratification will best allow the
United States to fully represent its national
interest at the first Conference of the Parties.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation, subject to the understandings de-
scribed in the accompanying report of the
Secretary of State.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 19, 1993.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Nomination for United States
District Court Judges
November 19, 1993

The President nominated eleven individ-
uals to be U.S. district court judges. They
are:

Fred Biery, Western District of Texas; W.
Royal Furgeson, Western District of Texas;
Orlando Garcia, Western District of Texas;
John Hannah, Eastern District of Texas; Janis
Graham Jack, Southern District of Texas;
Franklin D. Burgess, Western District of
Washington; Michael J. Davis, District of
Minnesota; Ancer Haggerty, District of Or-
egon; Michael A. Ponsor, District of Massa-
chusetts; Marjorie O. Rendell, Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania; and Lesley Brooks
Wells, Northern District of Ohio.

‘‘As the Senate completes its work for this
session, I am very pleased at the progress
we have made in filling judicial vacancies,’’
said the President. ‘‘We have nominated
more Federal judges by Thanksgiving than
any of my recent predecessors and have ap-
pointed judges who are marked by both their

excellence and commitment to public serv-
ice. I intend to continue on this course when
the Congress returns next year.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 20, 1993

Good morning. This week at a time when
many Americans are hurting from the strains
of the tough global economy, our country
chose courageously to compete and not to
retreat. With its vote Wednesday night for
the North American Free Trade Agreement,
the House of Representatives sent a message
to the world: Yes, the cold war is over, but
America’s leadership for prosperity, security,
and freedom continues.

The morning after the NAFTA vote I
came to Seattle to convene an historic meet-
ing of the leaders of the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum. Passage of
NAFTA strengthened my hand with the
leaders of the Asian-Pacific economies as I
worked to make their markets as open to our
products and services as our market is to
theirs.

The only way to achieve lasting prosperity
and real economic security for our people
is for America to expand our exports by
reaching out to the world, not retreating from
it. In plain language, we’ve got to have more
customers for our products and services. But
after two decades when good paying jobs
have been lost and incomes of working peo-
ple have stagnated and Government has done
too little to prepare our people for the global
economy, it’s understandable that many mid-
dle class Americans are anxious about
change.

Three decades after the Presidency of
John F. Kennedy, we must again embrace
his vision of an America that seeks to open
markets abroad while investing in the skills
of our workers and the strength of our com-
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munities here at home. Our Nation has a sol-
emn obligation to our working men and
women to make sure that they share in the
opportunities that expanded trade will
produce. That’s why we’re investing in edu-
cation and training and technology, the com-
petitive edge for our working men and
women, and why we must do more.

That’s why I propose changing our unem-
ployment system into a reemployment sys-
tem so that our working people will have the
security of knowing they’ll always get the
training they need as economic conditions
change. You know, it used to be that when
people lost their job, they stayed unemployed
for a few weeks, and then they were called
back to the same old job. Now people are
unemployed for longer periods of time and
usually don’t get the same job back. That’s
why we’ve got to change this unemployment
system, and we must give people a lifetime
right to education and training.

It’s also why we’re fighting to provide
every American with the security of com-
prehensive health care benefits that can
never be taken away, so that they can face
the fact that even with changing jobs, they’ll
be able to survive and their family’s health
care will be taken care of.

Our efforts to invest in the strength and
skills of our people and to expand world trade
are part of a coordinated strategy to increase
American exports, create American jobs, and
raise American incomes. American workers
are the most productive, the best in the
world.

Given a fair chance and a level playing
field, we can outinnovate, outproduce, and
outcompete any people. That’s why I support
NAFTA. It reduces Mexican tariffs on our
products, which are currently 21⁄2 times high-
er than our tariffs on theirs. It eases Mexico’s
requirements that many of the products sold
there, particularly cars and trucks, must be
made there. These are some of the reasons
why in just 2 years NAFTA will create an
estimated 200,000 high-wage jobs for work-
ers here at home.

NAFTA is more than a trading block. It’s
a building block in our efforts to assert Amer-
ica’s global leadership on behalf of American
jobs and opportunity. This week in meetings
with the leaders from the Asian-Pacific area,

I’m striving to expand America’s access to
some of the largest and the fastest growing
markets in the world. The stakes are very
high. Asian economies have been growing at
3 times the rate of the established industri-
alized nations. Much of what Asia needs to
continue its growth are goods and services
in which our country has a strong competitive
position: aircraft, financial services, tele-
communications, and construction. Already
Asia is our largest trading partner, and our
exports to Asia account for 2.5 million Amer-
ican jobs.

Increasing our share of this market by just
1 percent would translate into some 300,000
new American jobs. And it’s my job to help
create more of those jobs for our working
men and women. That’s why I’m working to
put our economic relationship with Japan on
a more equitable basis and why I’m deter-
mined to see China eliminate many of its
trade barriers to our products and services,
as well as expressing our concern over human
rights and weapons sales.

Our progress this week is part of our ef-
forts for an even more important break-
through: a worldwide trade agreement by
year’s end that would open more markets for
American products and services in over 100
nations throughout the world. If we achieve
an agreement that meets our standards, the
benefits for the American people will be im-
mense. Over 10 years the agreement will cre-
ate hundreds of thousands of American jobs
and substantially increase the average fami-
ly’s income.

As we enter this season of hope, let us re-
member that we live at a historic moment.
Now that the cold war is over, we must do
what America did at the end of World War
II, invest in ourselves and lead the world to-
ward peace and prosperity. Just as we did
a half century ago, Americans can find com-
mon ground in supporting the common good.

When it comes to preparing our work
force for global competition and building an
American economy that exports our products
and not our jobs, we must all work together,
business and labor, Democrats and Repub-
licans, those who have supported NAFTA
and those who have opposed it.

Soon our families will be gathering to-
gether for Thanksgiving to offer our gratitude
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to God for life’s blessings. For all our difficul-
ties, we live in a moment of peace and prom-
ise that would have gladdened the hearts of
generations that came before us and justified
their faith in the future. The challenges we
face today, providing our people with the
skills and security they need to prevail in
peaceful competition with citizens all over
the world, is one our predecessors would
have longed to embrace. After this week, I’m
even more confident that we will embrace
that challenge, not evade it.

Thanks for listening, and a happy Thanks-
giving to you and your families.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:10 a.m.
on November 18 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 20.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Following Discussions
with APEC Leaders in Seattle
November 20, 1993

The President. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. As we approach the end of
a week of APEC activities, we’ve just com-
pleted 3 hours of meetings among 14 APEC
economic leaders. It’s been a pleasure for me
and an honor for the United States to host
this week’s events and to convene this his-
toric meeting on this beautiful island.

The Asian-Pacific region will provide an
increasingly vital role for our Nation and the
world. The region is home to 40 percent of
the world’s people, includes the world’s fast-
est growing economies, and the leaders
standing here represent half the world’s eco-
nomic output.

This week’s events have been a success for
all the region’s peoples. We’ve laid a founda-
tion for regional efforts to create jobs, raise
incomes, expand business opportunities, and
foster regional harmony. This week we took
several tangible steps toward these goals.

On Monday and Tuesday over 1,500 busi-
ness people engaged in trade came together
to focus on the region’s potential to benefit
their bottom lines. Later in the week, our
ministers agreed to a package of market-
opening measures designed to help bring the
Uruguay round to the GATT to a successful

conclusion by December 15th. And the min-
isterial meeting agreed to develop an action
plan in the near future to reduce barriers
to business throughout our region, such as
differing product standards.

The capstone of this week’s activities has
been this first-ever leaders meeting. Our dis-
cussions this morning, which will continue
in the afternoon, give us a chance to become
better acquainted and to compare our visions
for our own nations and for our diverse and
dynamic region. By meeting and talking
we’ve been able to forge a stronger regional
identity and a stronger purpose. That pur-
pose is captured in the vision statement we
just released.

The statement sets forth our shared view
of a regional economy characterized by open-
ness, cooperation, dynamic growth, ex-
panded trade, improved transportation and
communications, and high-skilled, high-pay-
ing jobs. We’ve welcomed the challenge of
the eminent persons group to achieve free
trade in the Asian-Pacific region, advance
global trade liberalization, and launch con-
crete specific programs to move us toward
these long-term goals.

In our discussions last evening and today,
I’ve been struck by how many priorities we
share: strong, sustainable economic growth;
more open markets; better jobs, working
conditions, and living standards for our own
people; better education for our children and
our adults; and protection of the region’s
unique environment. Of course, we will not
always agree on how to achieve those goals.
But at least now, for the first time, our region
has a means to hold serious policy discussions
on such questions as how to remove trade
barriers or how to sustain robust growth.

If you ask me to summarize in a sentence
what we’ve agreed, it is this: We’ve agreed
that the Asian-Pacific region should be a
united one, not divided. We’ve agreed that
our economic policies should be opened, not
closed. We’ve agreed to begin to express that
conviction by doing everything we possibly
can to get a good GATT agreement by De-
cember 15th.

With today’s meeting, we’re helping the
Asian-Pacific to become a genuine commu-
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nity, not a formal, legal structure but rather
a community of shared interests, shared
goals, and shared commitment to mutually
beneficial cooperation.

The development of that community is
certainly in the interest of the American peo-
ple and all the people of this region. We
should be pleased with the progress we’ve
made. And let me say again how honored
I am on behalf of the United States to have
had the opportunity to host all these leaders.

Thank you very much.

Cooperation From Japan and China
Q. Mr. President, there was no sign of any

flexibility from China in the area of—or with
Japan on the trade imbalances. Can you say,
were any minds or attitudes changed during
the course of this meeting?

The President. You’re referring to meet-
ings that I had yesterday and discussions we
had. Today I’m the host of the meeting
where we discussed economic issues, and I
frankly believe by—I’ll make you a pre-
diction on the economic issues: By next June
or July, certainly by a year from now, I be-
lieve that the responsibilities of the United
States and Japan to do more to promote glob-
al economic growth will have been, in large
measure, advanced. And I think you will see
that we’ve done some of the things that we
should, both of us. So today we focused on
what we could do together economically, and
I think that’s what I ought to respond to
today.

China-Taiwan Relations
Q. Mr. President, the fact that—rep-

resentatives from Taiwan and China to join
you to discuss about the issues—I wonder,
how do you find your respective vision for
these areas? And in your opinion, how does
this meeting affect the relationship between
Taiwan and China?

The President. Well, that’s something for
them to determine. I invited, as the host, all
the members of this organization, which was
the appropriate thing to do. Actually, I’m
struck by how much common investment and
common activity there is now, and by the
common strategies of high savings and in-
vestment, hard work and entrepreneurism
that are sweeping that part of the world. It

is immensely impressive, I think, to anyone
who has observed it.

Malaysia
Q. Mr. President, what do you think about

Malaysia’s absence from this meeting? And
what do you think about the EAEP, the East
Asia economic party?

The President. Well, first of all, I’m in
favor of anything which increases regional
economic cooperation and advances the eco-
nomic interests of people as long as it doesn’t
close off economic opportunities for others.
And I wish Mr. Mahathir were here, and I
look forward to meeting him someday.

North Korea
Q. Mr. President, how serious is the situa-

tion in North Korea as a threat to this whole
region? And is that something that you dis-
cussed today at the meeting?

The President. We didn’t discuss it today,
but it was discussed yesterday. And I look
forward to meeting with President Kim in
Washington. He’s going back to Washington,
and we’ll be meeting there and talking about
it. It is a source of concern to us, but one
that we believe we can find solutions to. And
we’re going to be taking some initiatives in
that area in the not-too-distant future.

New Zealand
Q. Mr. President, is New Zealand now

figuratively out of the cold, if not literally?
Have you now restored the political relation-
ship with New Zealand?

The President. Actually, we’re out in the
cold today. [Laughter]

The Prime Minister and I had a good talk
about that, and we agreed that we would at
least take a good look at our relationship and
see what else might be done. We have an
awful lot in common and a lot of natural in-
stincts toward friendship and cooperation.
And I think both of us are uncomfortable
with what has become of our relationship
over the last several years. So we’ll take an-
other look at it; we may have something to
say about it, but not today and not tomorrow.

Economic Cooperation with Asia
Q. Mr. President, when you were talking

about NAFTA you mentioned several times
Taiwan, Japan, and China are the three major
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obstacles when you’re dealing with U.S. trade
deficit. A lot of people think that was not
very helpful when you’re trying to cooperate
with Asian countries. I was wondering, after
this meeting——

The President. Wait, wait, wait. You can
ask the question, but let me restate what I
said.

What I said to the American people was
simply the fact that the people who were
against NAFTA acted as if Mexico essentially
was going to displace the entire industrial
production of the United States or significant
portions of it. And I pointed out the fact that
we have a trade surplus with Mexico and that
our largest operating trade deficits are with
Japan, China, and Taiwan. That’s simply a
fact. That’s not an act of hostility, it’s just
a stated fact. So, go ahead, ask the question.

Q. The question is, after this meeting, will
you think that in the future that United
States is willing to use cooperation instead
of Article 301 type of trade retaliation threat
to deal with these problems?

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
we’ve used Article 301 rather sparingly. And
secondly, we do seek cooperation. That’s the
whole purpose of this meeting. That’s one
of the reasons that I wanted all the leaders
to come here, because I think that we have
so much in common in terms of our shared
views about what the economy of the 21st
century ought to look like and what our roles
ought to be in it, that I think we can do a
lot through cooperation. And we’re working
very hard to do that.

In the end, if we’re going to develop the
right kind of free market system, it is going
to have to be a cooperative one. But it’s going
to have to be one that is plainly in the interest
of all the people involved in the system. That
is, everyone has to be going forward together.

GATT
Q. Mr. President, how hard and fast is the

December 15th deadline for successful com-
pletion of the GATT round? It’s slipped a
couple of times previously. Would you be
prepared to extend it if you don’t have agree-
ment by then?

The President. Well, it’s not entirely up
to me, and of course, we have certain legisla-

tive authority in America, as you know, that
controls that.

All I can tell you is that I think we want
to take this moment of opportunity that,
frankly, the House of Representatives, and
I hope today that the Senate, will give impe-
tus to through NAFTA, and that we are try-
ing to give energy to through our meeting
here and through our clear statement again
that we want the Asian-Pacific region to be
united, not divided, economically; open, not
closed; and committed to GATT. We want
to seize this moment to try to get it done
now. And I’ve always found that when you’re
working on an objective, you shouldn’t dis-
cuss what you’ll do if you don’t get there until
after you don’t get there. We still think we
can be there, and we’re going to try.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. on Blake
Island. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister Mahathir bin Mohamad of Malaysia. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Luncheon With
APEC Leaders in Seattle
November 20, 1993

Penny-Kasich Amendment
The President. Ladies and gentlemen, as

you know I’m supposed to be hosting a lunch
in there, so I can’t stay long. But there’s one
thing going on back in Washington I wanted
to comment on today, and that is the debate
over further budget reduction measures and
specifically the Penny-Kasich amendment. I
want to make a couple of points.

First of all, we have not only passed the
biggest deficit reduction program in history,
which has produced very low interest rates
and stable growth, we have presented the
Congress with another package of cuts that
includes a procurement reform bill that
could save us up to $20 billion. I have started
the process of appointing an entitlement
commission which could look at the entitle-
ments of this country where the real growth
in Federal spending is. We are going to offer
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an amendment which will strengthen our
own budget reduction measure to take it up
to $30 billion. And that’s what I think we
ought to do, we ought to focus on those
things.

The Penny-Kasich amendment has a num-
ber of problems, but let me just emphasize
two. First of all, it clearly would take cuts
in Medicare and Medicaid that we have allo-
cated for health care reform in a way that
would make national health reform impos-
sible this year. It would take away the possi-
bility of getting a comprehensive national
health reform bill. And secondly, it would
run the risk of having further cuts in the de-
fense budget that, in my judgment, has al-
ready been cut certainly as much as it pos-
sibly can be, if not a little beyond.

So because it would cut defense and be-
cause it would remove the possibility of
health care reform and because we have got-
ten interest rates down very low with what
we have already done and there is an alter-
native the Congress can embrace—the fur-
ther cuts we’ve recommended, the procure-
ment reform, and the entitlement commis-
sion—I hope that that amendment will be
defeated and that our approach will be em-
braced. I think it is a far more disciplined
approach, far more likely to produce good
economic results and to leave open the possi-
bility of health care reform and to be far
more responsible in terms of national de-
fense. So that’s what I hope will happen
today.

Brady Bill
Q. Mr. President, in addition, back in

Washington there’s also been—[inaudible]—
on the Brady bill. Could you tell us what is
your understanding of where the Brady bill
stands this evening? And would you be will-
ing to accept the compromise, the latest com-
promise that’s put forth by the Republicans?

The President. Well, I’m having an analy-
sis sent to me. I think that the Republicans
must be very uncomfortable with having
once again thwarted the will of the majority
of the Senate and now over 80 percent of
the American people. Actually, I’m just sur-
prised. So I want to see what changes they
want to make. I’m not for watering down the
Brady bill. The Brady bill is important. Per-

haps they have some change that is proce-
dural that from their point of view makes it
less onerous, that doesn’t change the sub-
stance of it. But I would want to see it and
have a chance to have it evaluated before
I made any comment.

I think that the American people would
think a lot more of the Congress if the Brady
bill passed both Houses before they left. I
am genuinely surprised. I can’t believe that
the Republicans in the Senate really want to
filibuster this bill to death. I think that surely
that won’t happen. So we’ll just have to wait
and see.

Q. So you don’t think it’s dead?
The President. Oh, no, no. Not dead for

this session, this session meaning early next
year, too? You mean between now and when
they go out? I think it depends on when they
go out and what else can be offered. They
may be prepared to hold up the bill over
Christmas until early next year. I don’t know.
I’m surprised by this. I have to say I am sur-
prised. I thought after the bill passed the
House, especially by such a healthy margin,
that the majority rule would prevail in the
Senate. And we’ll just have to see. We’ve still
got a few hours, and let’s just see whether
something can be broken. We’re working on
it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. on Blake
Island.

Exchange With Reporters Following
Discussions With APEC Leaders in
Seattle
November 20, 1993

Outcome of the Meetings
Q. Mr. Clinton, are you pleased at the out-

come of today’s meeting?
The President. Yes, and we agreed to

meet again next year in Indonesia.
Q. When you look back on this how will

you——
The President. I think 10 years from now

people will look back on this meeting as a
very historic meeting because we agreed to
meet and then we agreed to meet again next

VerDate 08-JUN-98 15:00 Jun 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P47NO4.023 INET01 PsN: INET01



2424 Nov. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

year to work on a number of issues of mutual
concern to our people. I think this is really
the assurance that the people need that our
region will remain unified and committed to
an open economy.

APEC and the European Community
Q. Standing here with leaders of the Pa-

cific Rim, what’s your message to the Euro-
pean Community?

The President. That we want them to be
part of an open economy, too; this is not an
exclusive operation. We want the Asia-Pacific
community to be united but not closed,
united but open. And what we want to say
to Europe is we’re committed to doing every-
thing we can to get a good GATT agreement
between now and December 15th; we want
your help, let’s do it.

Q. What about us? [Laughter]
The President. I thought it was the

pool——
Q. No, no——
The President. [Inaudible]—in Indo-

nesia. President Soeharto has invited us to
meet in Indonesia next year. We decided to
do it. We agreed on a number of very specific
things that we would work on over the com-
ing year. And the message again is that we
want this community to be united, not di-
vided, and open, not closed.

I was asked a question over there, ‘‘What’s
the message to Europe?’’ The message to
Europe is we want this to be a united but
open community and we want Europe to
work with us to get a good GATT agreement
by the end of the year. That’s the message
we want to send to our European friends.
We don’t want an exclusive trading bloc, we
want them to join us in a new world trading
system.

Q. Do you feel these countries are all as
open to the United States as you’d like them
to be?

The President. Well, we talked about
that. That’s one of the reasons that we’re
meeting here so that we can do more busi-
ness with each other. And we talked about
some specific things we might do to work
toward that: the development of some non-
binding but agreed-upon principles for in-
vestment and access, the development of
some technology transfer programs that

could really help the United States in work-
ing with other countries with severe environ-
mental problems, for example.

So we have made the commitments that
I think we need to make at this meeting to
move to a position where this community will
be an even better thing for the United States
to be a part of on terms that everyone can
win on. So we’re very hopeful. But the first
thing we hope we can do is get a new world
trade agreement by the end of the year.

Future APEC Meetings
Q. So will this be an annual event, the

leaders of the APEC——
The President. Well, no, it’s going to hap-

pen twice. You’ll see us next year. We’ll see
if we’ll decide to do it again. Now we’re all
going to Jakarta. This will be—for the Ameri-
cans it will be interesting. Sign up for the
trip now. [Laughter]

Q. [Inaudible]—difficult for you to com-
municate from various areas of Asia-Pacific
area—is it difficult for you to communicate
to us naturally or a very comfortable situa-
tion?

The President. Oh, I think it’s like all
other human relations, the more we’re to-
gether the more natural it is. It got better
as it went along—like life.

NOTE: The exchange began at 3:05 p.m. on Blake
Island. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Remarks to the United States Coast
Guard in Seattle
November 20, 1993

Thank you very much. This is a warm re-
ception in more ways than one. And after
a cold day on the boat, it’s a wonderful thing
to behold.

I want to thank Admiral Lockwood and
Captain Murray and all the men and women
of the Coast Guard for the wonderful assist-
ance that I have received today and that our
Nation receives every day.

The Blake Island meeting I think was a
great success. Indeed, these have been a
good few days for the United States. We had
the leaders of 14 of the Asian-Pacific nations
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here in Seattle for a couple of days. We rep-
resent 40 percent of the world’s people, half
the world’s economy, the fastest growing
economies in the world. And I can tell you
that the spirit of this meeting was incredibly
positive, people believing that we had to
reach out even more to one another, we had
to lower our barriers, we had to make it pos-
sible for all of us to grow in peace and har-
mony and prosperity. It’s the sort of thing
that people join the Coast Guard of the
United States to make sure happens. And you
should feel very good about it.

And of course, when the Congress—the
House of Representatives passed the North
American Free Trade Agreement the other
night—you say, ‘‘That’s about Mexico and
Canada. What does that have to do with all
these other countries?’’ The Prime Minister
of Singapore got up in our meeting, and he
said, ‘‘I don’t know what would have hap-
pened if Congress had voted that treaty down
because the rest of us would have thought
that America was going to turn away from
the world. We would have said that you
weren’t going to be there.’’

Instead you had the President of Korea,
the President of the Philippines, you had the
President of Indonesia, the Prime Minister
of Thailand, all these people saying, ‘‘We
want you to be involved in our future. We
want the future of Pacific to be a united Pa-
cific, not a divided Pacific. We want it to be
an open future, not a closed future. We want
our diversity to be a source of strength.’’

Even in our differences, we found a way
to talk. As you know, the discussion I had
with the President of China was the first dis-
cussion that the leader of the United States
has had with the leader of the world’s most
populous country and the fastest growing
economy on the Earth since the unfortunate
incidents at Tiananmen Square. So we began
at least to have a conversation about our dif-
ferences as well as what we have in common.
This was a remarkable meeting.

To have the Prime Minister of Japan, a
genuine reformer, a person who is commit-
ted to changing his country and the way it
relates to the rest of the world, including the
United States, in positive ways, come here
and sit for a whole day today and listen, as
did I, to the other leaders and talk about what

kind of common ground we could find, it was
very moving.

And then when we got off the boat tonight,
they told me, Congressman McDermott, that
the Senate passed NAFTA a few minutes ago
and then passed the Brady bill. So it’s been
a good day for the United States. So I would
say that the 200 years that the Coast Guard
has been there for America and her people
have been well rewarded by the work that
has been done for America in these last few
days.

I would say, Captain Murray, your obvious
and genuine heartfelt emotion at this mo-
ment is justified by what a wonderful country
this is and what great people we have in the
United States Coast Guard. I know you were
there to help the victims of Hurricane An-
drew; to assist those who were washed away
by the flooding in the Midwest, the worst
flood in well over 100 years; to work with
the Red Cross and the people of California
to help to fight the deadly wildfires.

On any day, the Coast Guard, on average,
will save the lives of 16 people and help 360
others in distress. That’s a pretty good
record. In a place like Seattle, people under-
stand the importance of your work. I hope
by my coming here today and the publicity
that this visit will generate, that Americans
everywhere will understand how much they
owe to the United States Coast Guard.

A lot of Americans don’t know about your
efforts to stem the flow of illegal drugs, but
it helps to make every community safer. And
I want to tell you that we’re looking for new
and innovative ways to do more of that and
ways that are more effective. Your work in
tracking foreign fishing fleets helps protect
the important American industry and
strengthens our economy. Your work in re-
sponding to some 8,000 oil and chemical
spills a year helps protect the environment
that all Americans cherish and enjoy. Your
support for scientific work, such as with your
icebreakers in the Arctic, adds to the entire
Nation’s research base at a time when we
need desperately to invest more in research
and development for our future economy as
well as for our environmental security. Your
efforts in monitoring the seas for the growing
influx of illegal immigrants also serves our
national interests in a difficult area. And in
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times of war, you and the entire Coast Guard
stand ready to protect our Nation in the most
fundamental ways. The Coast Guard has long
helped to augment our naval forces through
work like antisubmarine and surface warfare.
For all of these efforts, your Nation and your
President are in your debt.

Your work underscores a crucial point: In
order to make life better for people within
our borders, we often need to take actions
beyond our borders. As modern transpor-
tation and communications make the world
smaller and smaller, we must engage abroad
to succeed at home. And that was the whole
point of this meeting we had on Blake Island.

I spent the better part of a year and a half
campaigning to the American people in the
race for President. And everywhere I went
I said that we had reached a time when there
was no longer an easy dividing line between
foreign policy and domestic policy, between
defense policy and economic policy, that
clearly we could not be strong abroad if we
were not strong at home but that it was no
longer possible for a wealthy country to have
a strong economy at home without being in-
volved abroad and succeeding and winning
in the global competitive economy.

Clearly, our Nation could not be secure
without a strong defense, but in these tough
economic times we could not pay for a strong
defense without a strong economy. And so,
every day and especially during the budg-
etary season, I will be required to make some
very difficult decisions. Some of the calls will
be right, and occasionally I will doubtless
make some of them wrong. But I want you
to know that every call will be determined
on the basis of what I honestly believe is best
for the long-term security and prosperity of
the American people, based on those simple
ideas.

There is no longer a simple dividing line
between defense policy and economic policy,
no longer a clear line between foreign policy
and domestic policy. America, like it or not,
is part of a world that is increasingly more
interdependent, a world in which we are re-
warded when we are productive and aggres-
sive in selling our products and services, and
in which we are punished if we refuse to
compete.

There are those who long for a world in
which the American people could be more
secure and more immune from change. I, at
least, long for a world in which we are more
secure. But we cannot do it by trying to im-
munize ourselves from change. No free soci-
ety is immune from the winds blowing
through the world today. We have to find
a way to make these changes our friend and
not our enemy. We have to find a way to
train every American as well as the men and
women of the Coast Guard are trained to
do their job. We have to find a way to give
people the sense that they will have access
to learning and relearning for a lifetime. We
have to find a way to invest in those things
which will give the promise of real hope and
opportunity. And I say to you as Americans,
we have got to find a way to give structure,
order, discipline, hope, and love back to
those millions of American children who do
not have the daily supports that you take for
granted if you’re a member of the United
States Coast Guard, but without which life
is very difficult to live on successful terms.

I hope today as we look out on these beau-
tiful waters and remember that our history
and our heritage are rooted to the sea, that
most of our Americans came across the
oceans to get here to become Americans, that
we must, just like we did in the beginning,
be a nation that reaches out across the seas
to new markets and new opportunities and
new horizons.

To those of our friends and neighbors in
the Pacific and elsewhere, we’re going
through a difficult and challenging time. Not
all our roads are easy. But this is a time which
we should be grateful to live in, for after all,
the cold war is over; the threat of nuclear
destruction recedes. The hopes of people
really have a chance to be realized in a peace-
ful environment. And many of the problems
we have are problems of our own making
that we can unmake if we have the discipline
and will and vision and sheer persistence to
face them and work them through.

Therefore, I say to you that I value your
service and your sacrifice, your talent and
your dedication, not only because you help
to make our Nation stronger but because I
hope that every time an American citizen
sees you in this uniform, that that will help
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us to remember what kind of people we are
and where we need to go.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:59 p.m. at the
Seattle Coast Guard Support Center gymnasium
at Pier 36. In his remarks, he referred to Rear
Adm. Joseph W. Lockwood, USCG, 13th district
commander, and Capt. Charles W. Murray,
USCG, commanding officer, Seattle Coast Guard
Support Center. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring
Senator Dianne Feinstein in San
Francisco, California
November 20, 1993

Thank you very much, William Lewis
Brown, Junior. [Laughter] I love San Fran-
cisco. Willie Brown gets called by his full
name, and Clarence Clemmons replaces the
Marine Band.

You know, I once told Dianne Feinstein
I would do anything legal I could for Califor-
nia. It turned out that that included replacing
her at her own fundraiser. You wonder how
I get those one-vote margins—no chore is
too large or small for the President to per-
form. [Laughter] Dianne throws a party for
750 people, Dick doesn’t even come to the
airport to meet me, and I show up here to
speak anyway. [Laughter]

It reminds me, you know, the last time I
was in California a few weeks ago, I went
down to L.A., and I had been through an
interesting period of humbling, as I periodi-
cally experience. I mean, first, Al Gore goes
on the Letterman show and is a smash hit,
smashing his little ashtray and proving that
we’re going to reinvent Government, and he
becomes a media star. I get beat up in the
news; he has fun on Letterman. [Laughter]
Then Hillary goes before the Senate and an-
swers questions for 5 days without notes, and
there’s a poll in USA Today saying that 40
percent of the American people think she’s
smarter than I am. They asked me what I
thought about it. I said what I thought was
I couldn’t understand how the other 60 per-
cent missed it. [Laughter]

But then they told me I had a trip to Cali-
fornia. I have such a wonderful time when

I come out here. And I thought, well, I’ll
go out there, and they’ll make me feel like
a real President again. So I went to L.A.,
and they said I was going to stay in the Bev-
erly Hilton Hotel.’’ And Merv Griffin owns
it, and I said, ‘‘It will be great. I’ll bet Merv
Griffin will be there to meet me there, and
I’ll feel really important. And they’ll give me
a nice room, and I’ll have a great view of
that beautiful golf course that’s across the
street from the hotel.’’ That all happened.
But here’s what else happened—so help me,
this is not made up. I get there, and I’m
spruced up, because there’s Merv Griffin all
dolled up, and shakes hands, says, ‘‘How are
you? I’m glad you’re here at my hotel. I got
you a wonderful suite upstairs. There is one
permanent resident on the floor where you’ll
be staying, and I thought it was appropriate
for you to be there with him.’’ I mean, it’s
Los Angeles; I was thrilled; my mind was
going crazy, right? I get on the elevator; I
get up to the umpty-dump floor, whatever
it was; the elevator opens, and there holding
a dozen roses for me is Rodney Dangerfield.
It’s true. He gives me a dozen of something
called jungle roses with ‘‘a little respect’’ on
the card. [Laughter]

Well, I am glad to be back. Senator Fein-
stein really is coming home today. They
worked late, hard, and well tonight in the
United State Senate, not only passing 2 days
early the trade agreement but also passing
at long last the Brady bill.

I’ve found a lot of things to like and admire
about Dianne Feinstein, even when she’s
wearing me out. That’s one of the things I
admire about her. I called her one night, and
I said, ‘‘Nobody wears me out as effectively
as you do.’’ She’s always got a new idea about
something that will help this State. But I was
never more proud of her than I was the other
day when she called and she said, ‘‘You’re
for that assault weapons ban, aren’t you?’’
And I said, ‘‘You know I am.’’ She said, ‘‘Well,
we’ve got to try to put it on the bill, and
I want you to help me, and here’s who I want
you to call.’’ So I said, ‘‘Okay, I’ll do it.’’ And
she said, ‘‘If you call one person, it will be
all over the Senate, and they’ll know that
you’re not kidding about it.’’ So then she got
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into this interchange which you probably re-
member with a Senator of the other party
that said that—the implication was if she
weren’t a woman and if she weren’t from
California, she might know something about
handguns. And she blistered him about what
she knew about handguns and weapons gen-
erally. I want to tell you, it was a sweet mo-
ment in a town full of sanctimony to see an-
other hot air balloon burst. [Laughter]

Sometimes I feel like I’m in a time warp.
We live in a wonderful country, but there
are a lot of kids in trouble. And you’ve got
streets where the gang members are better
armed than the policemen, and innocent
people are getting shot in the crossfire. And
the time before last when I was out here in
California, I was in Sacramento, as I remem-
ber, to do a town meeting. And there were
people connected in towns all over the State.
And this one young man said he was chang-
ing the school he was in because he and his
brother didn’t want to be in gangs; they
didn’t want to own guns; they didn’t want
to be in trouble; they didn’t want to do drugs.
They just wanted to get a good education;
they wanted to go to college; they wanted
to make a good life for themselves. So they
changed schools to go to a safer school. And
he and his brother were standing in line reg-
istering, and his brother got shot down in
the line registering for school, in the school
building.

And that could happen everywhere. And
yet, you listen to these debates on the crime
bill, the kind of things we’re trying to do,
and it sounds like some people are just lit-
erally in another world. Well, I’ve got to give
the Senate and the House credit: They
passed the Brady bill. They passed a crime
bill that will give the cities of our country
the actual means to reduce the crime rate.
Don’t let anybody kid you that more police
officers properly deployed won’t reduce the
crime rate, not just catch criminals but re-
duce the crime rate. There is no question
that it will work.

My friend Bob Lanier, the Governor of
Houston, Texas, just got reelected with 91
percent of the vote because he told the peo-
ple if they’d vote for him he would, through
new people and overtime, put the equivalent
of another 655 police officers on the street,

he would deploy them properly, they’d have
community policing, and the crime rate
would go down. He did it, and the crime
rate went down 17 percent in one year. And
the people sent him back to the Mayor’s of-
fice.

This will make a difference, this crime bill.
But it makes a difference also that there are
boot camps as opposed to prisons for youth-
ful offenders, to give them a chance to do
something constructive with their lives. And
it makes a difference that the Brady bill
passed. And it makes a difference that
Dianne’s amendment got on the Senate ver-
sion of the bill. And when it goes to con-
ference, I hope to goodness we can keep it
the whole way.

I want you to know that because you have
two highly unusual, very gifted first-year
United States Senators in Dianne Feinstein
and Barbara Boxer, who have both made a
profound impact on the politics of this coun-
try, and I am in their debt because, as Willie
said, you know, I’ve had a few votes up there
that weren’t landslides. [Laughter] Every
time Al Gore and I are together, he sits up
and looks at a crowd and says, ‘‘You know
what the difference in me and other people
in the Federal Government are? When I vote
in the United States Senate, I’m always on
the winning side.’’ You have to think about
that. When he said that, I knew he could
beat Ross Perot in that debate. [Laughter]

It has been, as Willie said, an eventful 10
months. And with the help of the person
you’re here to honor tonight, we made a good
beginning at turning the conditions around
that have caused our country and this State
so much grief. The United States Congress
passed the largest deficit reduction package
in history that gave us historically low interest
rates, kept inflation down, enabled literally
millions and millions of Americans to refi-
nance their homes, and helped to produce
more jobs in the private sector in the first
10 months of this administration than in the
previous 4 years. Do we need more jobs?
You bet we do, but that’s a pretty good begin-
ning.

That budget bill had an expanded earned-
income tax credit—which is a long phrase
now unfamiliar to Americans, but on April
15th it will become much more familiar—
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which does the most important job that we
have done in our Tax Code in 20 years in
rewarding work. For it says to all those lower
income working people who have been work-
ing harder for less for two decades and who
have children in their homes, we will reward
your work. If you are at or near the poverty
line, we will lift you up if you are willing
to work and raise your children. We will not
punish you for the decision to labor on and
make the best you can of your life. It is pro-
foundly significant and the biggest incentive
for people to move from welfare to work that
has been adopted in my lifetime. It will affect
14 million working families and almost 50
million Americans in those families when it
becomes law, when the next tax returns are
filed.

This tax bill also gave the high-tech com-
munity in northern California and through-
out the country what they have been asking
for for years: a capital gains treatment for
long-term investments in new and small busi-
ness; an expansion of the research and devel-
opment tax credit; and by the way, a radi-
cal—yes, you can clap for that, that’s all right.
[Applause] And something that almost no-
body knows, it also radically reorganized the
student loan program to keep one of the real
commitments I made in the Presidential
campaign of 1992, to open the doors of col-
lege education to all Americans. Because
now, under this law, the interest rates on col-
lege loans will be lower. The terms for repay-
ment will be lengthened. Young people who
choose to be public school teachers or do
other public service work will be able to pay
those loans back no matter how much they
borrow as a percentage of their income. It
will be tougher for people to evade repaying
the loans, but they’ll be much, much easier
to repay.

The Congress also passed a national serv-
ice law which 3 years from now will permit
100,000 young Americans—8 times as many
as ever served in one year in the Peace
Corps—100,000 to work in a domestic peace
corps to rebuild this country from the grass-
roots up and earn credit against a college
education for doing it.

This Congress also passed and I signed the
family and medical leave law, which gives
people the right to have time off from their

jobs. You know, sometimes when you’re in
Washington, you’re always answering ques-
tions about process and who’s up and who’s
down and who’s in and who’s out, what does
this vote mean, and what do you have to say
about what this politician said about you. And
sometimes you just forget all about the
human impact of what you do or don’t do.

About a month ago, on Sunday morning
I came in from my morning jog, and I looked
in the ground floor of the White House, and
one of my young staffers was taking a family
around on a tour, which is very unusual on
Sunday morning. There was a man and his
wife and three children. One of the children
was in a wheelchair. And it was one of these
Make-A-Wish Foundation families, you
know; the child was very ill, and her wish
was to come to the White House and see
the President. So I went over and shook
hands with them and asked if they would ex-
cuse me. I told them I’d go up and get
cleaned up and try to look like the President
again, and we’d take a picture. And I came
down in a few minutes, and we took the pic-
ture. And I was going about my business, and
the man grabbed me by the arm and turned
around, and he said, ‘‘Let me tell you some-
thing, Mr. President, just in case you think
what you do here doesn’t matter. My little
girl is really sick, and she’s probably not going
to make it. And because of that family leave
law, I’ve been able to take some time off
from my job and spend some time with my
child. It’s the most important time I’ve ever
had in my life. And if that law hadn’t passed,
I would have had to choose between spend-
ing this time with this child or staying at my
job and supporting the two children who are
going to make it in my family. And I didn’t
have to make that choice. Don’t you ever
think what you do up here doesn’t make a
difference.’’

I tell you that because sometimes when
you come to dinners like this, it is easy to
forget. You say, ‘‘Well, my friends are doing
this, and I like Dianne, and I’m here for this.’’
You are also here for larger purposes. And
we have established together a record we can
be proud of. But there is still much to be
done. Still in process but not resolved are
the crime bill, the Brady bill—because the
House and the Senate passed two different
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versions, they have to be resolved—the cam-
paign finance reform bill, the lobby reform
bill, and the legislation to finally, at long last,
provide health care security to all Americans.
We have a lot to do, and it matters whether
this Senator is reelected to the United States
Senate.

I also want you to know it matters because
of what we are trying to do for this country
that specifically affects California. As I said,
Senator Feinstein and Senator Boxer con-
stantly are giving me their laundry lists of
things that they think that this Government
can do to help this State. And almost always
it’s also very, very good for the whole coun-
try.

We have removed from export controls
$35 billion worth of high-tech equipment,
computers, supercomputers, telecommuni-
cations equipment, thanks to the relentless
work of the Secretary of Commerce, Ron
Brown, who is here with me tonight. And
California will benefit from that. [Applause]
Stand up.

We’ve transferred 200 acres, or I have di-
rected it—we have to work out the details—
from Alameda Air Station to the Port of Oak-
land. We are cutting through redtape so that
the dredging of the port can start 8 months
earlier than it otherwise would have. And the
most exciting thing to me is our technology
reinvestment project where we’re putting up
for competition limited Federal dollars to
match with private funds for defense contrac-
tors to come up with things that can be done
in a post-cold-war economy to create the
high-tech jobs of the future.

In the last round, the first of three rounds
of projects, California got almost 25 percent
of the projects fair and square through a
completely competitive bidding process. And
why not? That’s why your unemployment
rate is so high now, because you had such
a high percentage of reliance on defense. You
should have a high percentage of reward for
conversion from a defense to a domestic
economy. And we’re going to do more of
those things—[applause]—the Congress be-
lieves it.

Ultimately, however, the economy of this
State cannot recover unless the economy of
America recovers and moves toward a high-
tech, high-wage, highly competitive future

and one in which all of our children are taken
along instead of so many being left behind.

I ran for President because I thought there
were two great problems in this country we
had to address: One was to try to bring the
economy back. The other was to try to bring
the American people together, to make a
strength out of our diversity, and to stop leav-
ing so many of our children behind. We have
made a good beginning on that.

One of the reasons I fought so hard for
the highly controversial trade agreement with
Mexico and Canada is that I have studied
relentlessly for years the job-creating figures
and the unemployment figures of every State
in this country and every major advanced in-
dustrial nation in the world. Every rich coun-
try is having trouble creating jobs. Productiv-
ity, which is important to compete, is not
leading to the creation of new jobs in much
of the world today because productivity
means fewer people can produce more
things. And therefore, if fewer people
produce more things, unemployment will
stay high and wages will stay flat unless there
are more customers for those things, which
means we must have higher rates of growth
in the world economy, and the United States
must have more customers. There is no other
way for us ultimately to grow this economy.
We have to have a higher rate of growth and
more customers. The trade agreement means
more customers. The meeting I had today
with the leaders of those 13 other Pacific na-
tions means higher rates of growth and more
customers if we do what we’re supposed to
do. That is what we must be about.

But that also will not work unless we are
willing, my fellow Americans, to take up the
hard work of healing the wounds of the last
10 and 20 and 30 years here at home. The
whole practice of rearing children has been
under assault for three decades in America.
Middle class wages have been under assault
for two decades here in this country, and
more and more working people are actually
poor. And for a very long time we have fol-
lowed an economic theory that said if we
made our country more unequal and ran the
debt up, somehow it would all work out, re-
gardless if whether we invested in the growth
of this economy or not.
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It is time to address those things. The
crime bill is a beginning. The earned-income
tax credit is a beginning. We are making be-
ginnings. Trying to deal with health care and
giving Americans health care security, wheth-
er they’ve got a job or not, whether they’ve
been sick or not, is a beginning. Every dis-
abled person in America, every person who
is now HIV positive but healthy enough to
work in America, every person in this country
with a small business will be advantaged if
we can finally join the ranks of every other
country in the world and give affordable
health care to all of our people. It is also
positive economics.

I met just this week, as you know, with
the Prime Minister of Japan, with the Prime
Minister of Canada, with the leaders of a lot
of other countries. And they said, ‘‘How
much money do you spend on health care?’’
I said, ‘‘Fifteen percent of our income.’’ They
said, ‘‘What? And how many people do you
have insured?’’ I said, ‘‘Thirty-seven million.’’
They said, ‘‘What?’’ And I said, ‘‘You know
what, nobody believes we can fix it. Every
time I say we’re going to fix it by doing what
other people have done that worked, they
say, ‘Oh, it’s going to cost more money.’ ’’
And they say, ‘‘What?’’ [Laughter]

I’m telling you, folks, we have got to fix
this. We can’t go on spending a dime on the
dollar more than any other country in the
world does on paperwork in our health care
system and expect to do anything but be pun-
ished for it economically and in human
terms.

But beyond all that, we have got to recog-
nize that we cannot be what we’re supposed
to be if children are shot with reckless aban-
don in our streets, if children grow up with-
out a future, and if people go around be-
moaning it but don’t want to do anything
about it. And the President of the United
States and the United States Congress can
only do so much. Some of this will have to
be done community by community, neigh-
borhood by neighborhood, family by family,
block by block.

But we can do it. If you leave here tonight
believing anything, I want you to believe our
country is on the move again. I’m telling you,
those leaders of those Asian countries were
exhilarated when we passed that trade agree-

ment because they thought we were going
to turn away from the world and walk away.
And they know now we’re not. But I’ll tell
you something else: Everyone of them admit-
ted that the opposition to NAFTA deserved
to be honored because of the rampant inse-
curity of working people in every advanced
country in the world. The story I had to tell
here was the same story I heard from Can-
ada, from Australia, from New Zealand, in-
creasingly true in all of Europe, and even
now coming to be true in Japan. We have
got to find a way to reward people who work
hard and who are competitive. And we have
got to find a way to bring all of our people
along.

This administration is pursuing that direc-
tion as vigorously as we know how. We are
on the move. And we are going to get there
if you in California, who have the largest
stake in our future success, will make sure
that in Washington the President has part-
ners like Senator Dianne Feinstein.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in the Grand
Ballroom at the Fairmont Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to William L. Brown, Jr., California
State Assembly speaker; Clarence Clemmons,
saxophonist; and Richard C. Blum, the Senator’s
husband. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at Our Lady Help of
Christians School in Los Angeles
November 21, 1993

Thank you so much. It’s wonderful to see
all of you here today. I want to thank every-
one who has made my visit here so wonderful
so far, especially all the people in the court-
yard behind us who took me through ‘‘Christ-
mas in other Lands,’’ gave me something to
eat from every land represented. I thank you,
Cardinal Mahony, for being here. I thank
you, Father Santillan, for the wonderful work
that you and others do at this parish and at
this wonderful school. I thank you, Gloria
Molina, for being my friend and the national
cochair of my campaign last year. And I want
to thank all the members of the various elect-
ed groups who are here today, the State offi-
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cials, the local officials who care about you
and your future, for joining me here today.

There are three people I want to mention
who aren’t here today because they’re back
in Washington, and I hope the Cardinal will
forgive them, but the Congress is actually
meeting on Sunday, only because they’re try-
ing to be home for Thanksgiving. But the
Members of Congress from this area, Xavier
Becerra, Lucille Roybal-Allard, and Esteban
Torres all asked me to give you their love
and best wishes. I thank them for their sup-
port of our administration and for their sup-
port of you.

I started out this morning in Pasadena
meeting with about two dozen people who
lost their homes or whose family members
lost their homes in the fire. And I got this
interesting little button—I don’t know if you
can see it—it looks almost like a stone pin
from where you are, but it’s actually just a
button that was burned up in the fire. And
a man who saved two other homes but who
lost his own, found 50 of these pins. And
he and his wife had them on. And from a
distance I said, where did you get those pins?
And he told me what they were, and he gave
me one. This is just a charred reminder of
the courage and the heroism of the people
of this area who struggled through those ter-
rible fires. I thank them for what they did,
and I hope that their decency and courage
in an emergency will inspire all the rest of
us to do better everyday of our lives. I wish
all of you could have been there with me
at the Presbyterian church in Pasadena today
to see them.

I wanted to come here today because I
came here to this community during my cam-
paign for President. I walked the streets of
this community. I talked to children and
adults. I talked to working people. I talked
to people who didn’t have work but wanted
it. I talked to people who are worried about
the violence and the crime, about the pres-
sures on the families and the dangers to the
children. And I want you to know that every
night when I go to bed in the White House
I think of the children of this country, of their
future, of the dangers and the problems, of
the hopes and the dreams.

We are working now in Washington to pass
a bill which will make a big step toward mak-

ing our streets safer, something that Mayor
Riordan ran on when he ran for mayor. If
the bill passes, the crime bill, which has now
passed both Houses of the Congress, we may
be able to give our cities and this country
up to 100,000 more law enforcement officers
to protect people, to keep crime from occur-
ring in the first place.

Thanks to your Senator Dianne Feinstein,
the Senate passed a bill which will ban assault
weapons and which bill ban the possession
of handguns by young people. And both
Houses have passed a version of what we call
the Brady bill, which would make people wait
5 days before they get a handgun so we can
check their criminal background, their age,
their mental health history.

All these things will help. All these things
will help, but in the end, my fellow Ameri-
cans, we have to take our communities back
community by community, neighborhood by
neighborhood, block by block, family by fam-
ily, child by child.

Our disregard for life in this country is
seen coast to coast. This morning I got up
and read the Los Angeles Times and saw that
a 2-year-old child was killed last night be-
cause her mother took her on an expedition
in which the gang her mother was associated
with got in a fight with another gang, and
random shooting into their car felled no
adult, just a 2-year-old innocent child. In
Pasadena, which used to have a very different
sort of image, they are gripped, haunted by
the thought that three children were killed
on Halloween—teenagers. Across the coun-
try in Baltimore, the Mayor of Baltimore told
me a heart-rending story of going to the
home of an 18-year-old child who made it
his practice every Halloween to take little
children out so that they could go trick-or-
treating safely. And they were walking down
a street, and across the street a 14-year-old
boy and a 13-year-old boy were standing.
And the 14-year-old had a gun and dared
the 13-year-old to shoot across the street.
And so he did and killed an older child whose
only offense was that he wanted little chil-
dren to be able to go out and trick-or-treat
safely on Halloween.

What we want America to look like is what
we see here today: the faces of these children
safe and secure, learning and whole, looking
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toward the future, believing in their lives, liv-
ing by their values. That’s what we want
America to look like.

And so I tell you, we are doing everything
we can to try to give you the tools you need
to make your community safer. But we have
to make up our mind that we will no longer
tolerate children killing children, children
having guns and being better armed than po-
lice officers, neighborhoods unsafe. We can
do better. And we’re going to have to do it
for all of our people without regard to race
or income or region. You deserve as much,
and we have to do it.

Father Santillan mentioned Cesar Chavez.
Think how horrified he would be, God rest
his soul, if he were still here today to pick
up the paper and read about the 2-year-old
child being killed. He was a devotee of non-
violence and self-sacrifice, not violence and
self-indulgence.

Tomorrow we celebrate with regret the
30th anniversary of the assassination of our
Nation’s only Roman Catholic President,
John Kennedy. Think how he would feel,
after having spent his time as President
reaching out to Latin America and the Alli-
ance for Progress, reaching here at home to
get our young people into the Peace Corps,
trying to help improve opportunities for
Americans, to think of all the horrible things
that are happening to our young people in
this country.

Think of how Robert Kennedy, who flew
to California and helped Chavez break a 26-
day fast, would feel here today. Hands bleed-
ing from the clutches of an adoring mob at
the end of this fast, Robert Kennedy said this
to the farm workers those long years ago,
‘‘When your children and grandchildren take
their place in America, going to high school
and college and taking good jobs at good pay,
when you look at them you will say’’—he said
to the farm workers—‘‘ ‘I did this. I was there
at the point of difficulty and danger.’ And
though you may be old and bent with labor,
no man will stand taller than you when you
say, ‘I marched with Cesar.’ ’’ They marched
so that these children could have oppor-
tunity, not danger. And we have to give it
to them.

But let me also say to you, my fellow
Americans, I am well aware that we cannot

repair the troubled wounds of this country
simply by making ourselves safer on our
streets. We must also give our young people
more to say yes to. I have worked as hard
as I could to turn this economy around, to
bring jobs to this country, to bring jobs to
this troubled part of our Nation. Southern
California now has a higher unemployment
rate than any other State. We have got to
do better. I know and you know that not only
faith and family but work, work is required
to organize society, to keep it safe and whole
and strong and marching forward.

And so we have made a good beginning.
In 10 months more new jobs have come into
the private sector than in the previous 4 years
but nowhere near enough to put all the peo-
ple of east Los Angeles to work who want
their jobs. We must do better, and we will.

I fought hard and without apology for the
North American Free Trade Agreement be-
cause I know Mexico is our partner in the
future, whether anyone likes it or not, and
we have to grow together in strength to-
gether. And because I know that no wealthy
country on the face of this Earth can create
more jobs for its people or higher incomes
for people who work harder and smarter un-
less there are more customers for the prod-
ucts and services the people produce, we
have to have those customers. We will find
some of them in Mexico and in Chile and
in Venezuela and in Colombia and in Argen-
tina and all over Latin America, because we
are reaching out to our friends south of our
borders again for a great new partnership,
for opportunity there and opportunity here
in east Los Angeles. It is important.

And you may have seen that I had the lead-
ers of 14 Asian-Pacific nations together in
Washington State for the last 2 days. One
of them, the President of the Philippines,
came to Los Angeles today to go to church
with Filipino-Americans in this county. We
know that that is the fastest growing part of
the world, and they, too, will be our partners
in providing jobs for our people. But in the
end, we must take care of our own better.

The reason so many working people, the
reason so many Hispanic-Americans oppose
the North American Free Trade Agreement
is that they had seen too many times when
the working people of this country worked
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harder and harder for less and less security.
And so I say to you, we have to have good,
decent education not just for these children
but for adults throughout their lives so they
can always get new jobs. We have to have
health care not just for those who can afford
it or who are lucky enough to have jobs
where it’s covered but health care that can
never be taken away. Every other advanced
country has it. And we must have it here,
too.

And we have to have an investment strat-
egy that will help our people everywhere, ev-
erywhere, to find the jobs that they deserve.
Since I became President, the Secretary of
Commerce Ron Brown, who is here with me
today, has made over a dozen trips to Califor-
nia. I have been here seven times. We are
working hard to turn this economy around,
not because of some abstract unemployment
number but because the faces in this crowd
are willing to make America a model of what
every society in the world ought to be in the
21st century, where diversity is strength,
where diversity is richness and laughter and
fullness and hope. Because everybody who
works hard, everybody who learns well, ev-
eryone who lives by the values that are cher-
ished in this parish has a chance to be re-
warded. That, I believe, is God’s will for all
of us on this Earth, and we must work for
it.

Thank you all, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. on the
school playground. In his remarks, he referred to
Roger Cardinal Mahony, Archbishop of Los Ange-
les; Father Juan Santillan, parish priest; and Gloria
Molina, Los Angeles County commissioner.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Fidel
Ramos of the Philippines
November 22, 1993

American Airlines Strike
Q. Mr. President, are you willing to inter-

vene in the American Airlines strike?
The President. Well, I’m concerned

about it. I’ve asked the Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Secretary of Labor to look
at the situation, and we’re looking into it now.
But I don’t want to raise any false signals.

We’re looking into it, we’re examining it, and
we’re looking at all the options. No decision
has been made.

Congressional Priorities
Q. Mr. President, what are your priorities

now if Congress wraps up before they head
home?

The President. Well, as they head home
here, I hope the House will pass campaign
finance reform today. And I still have a little
hope that they can work out their differences
over the Brady bill and give it to the Amer-
ican people for a Thanksgiving present. I
would like that very much.

Penny-Kasich Amendment
Q. What about the Penny-Kasich——
The President. Well, as you know, I think

that’s a mistake. I think if it were to pass,
if it were to actually become law, it would
imperil health care. It would raise the pros-
pect of further defense cuts, which are very
unwise. It also sort of heads off the dis-
ciplined approach we had planned for next
year with the entitlements commission and
with the further budget cuts that are sched-
uled anyway that we still have to make. So
I think it would be a mistake.

Q. Were you surprised——

North Korea
Q. Have you ruled out a preemptive strike

in North Korea?
The President. I have nothing to say other

than what I said at the APEC meeting about
that. We’re working hard on that issue, and
I’ve consulted with the South Koreans and
with the Japanese and with the Chinese at
the APEC meeting extensively about that
issue.

Brady Bill
Q. Were you surprised that the Brady bill

got a new lease on life? And you thought
it would happen?

The President. I mean, I think that those
who were filibustering it really considered
where they were and where the American
people were, and they were out of harmony
with the American people. The American
people want us to act on crime. They want
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us to do something about violence. They
want us to move forward. And the Brady bill
is symbolic of the serious effort to move for-
ward. And so I was very pleased. I appreciate
the fact that the filibuster was abandoned.
[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Philippines
Q. Mr. President, what in the Philippines

interests you?
The President. Well, just about every-

thing that goes on in the Philippines interests
me. Our country and the Philippines have
a long and deep friendship that goes back
many decades. And I was very impressed
with the leadership that President Ramos
showed at the APEC meeting in Seattle and
the vision he demonstrated about the impor-
tance of our remaining partners in the Asian-
Pacific region in the years ahead. So I’m
looking forward to having the chance today
to talk to him about what the two of us can
do together to strengthen our partnership.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:15 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With President Fidel Ramos of the
Philippines
November 22, 1993

President Clinton. Good afternoon, la-
dies and gentlemen. I want to read this state-
ment about the meeting I have just con-
cluded with President Ramos, and then we’ll
have remarks by the President. And then I
want to make a statement about the airlines
issue, after which we will both answer ques-
tions.

First, let me say it’s a great pleasure for
me to welcome President Fidel Ramos of the
Philippines to Washington. We had a very
good discussion at the historic APEC leaders’
meeting in Seattle, and I’m delighted that
he accepted my invitation to come to the
White House for further talks.

Our two nations have enjoyed warm rela-
tions for almost a century now. Our soldiers
have fought side by side. President Ramos

knows the value of our cooperation first
hand, having himself served in combat in
Korea. I’d also like to congratulate him as
a graduate of West Point for the award he
recently received from the United States
Military Academy as one of their outstanding
graduates.

Throughout the cold war, the Philippines
hosted two of our key military bases in the
Pacific. And now with the cold war over, the
Philippines remains one of our Nation’s most
vital friends and allies in the Asian-Pacific
region.

The Philippines also helped lead the
march toward democracy over the past dec-
ade. We all recall the impressive courage of
the Philippine people in 1986 as their
prodemocratic struggle inspired freedom-
loving people everywhere in the world. Presi-
dent Ramos played an important role in that
drama. And it is fitting, as I said, that he
has been honored by West Point and recog-
nized by people all across America for his
devotion not only to democracy but to the
cause of human rights.

In our discussions today, President Ramos
and I covered a range of bilateral, regional,
and global issues. We reviewed the results
of last week’s APEC meetings and agreed to
work jointly to advance the spirit of commu-
nity in our region. We share the goal of
achieving open trade and investment, pros-
perity, and increasing regional economic in-
tegration. We agreed that Congress’ approval
of NAFTA this past week will bolster our re-
gional efforts to reduce trade barriers and
may improve our chances of securing an ac-
ceptable new GATT agreement.

I told the President that I very much ad-
mire his own efforts toward economic liberal-
ization. I’m impressed by his steps to free
foreign exchange and liberalize trade and in-
vestment and by his ongoing efforts to
achieve reform in banking, taxation, and cus-
toms.

Our bilateral relations with the Philippines
have witnessed a transformation in recent
years. The end of the cold war and the clo-
sure of our bases there, however, have not
changed the basis for continuing cooperation
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between our two nations. We’ve now begun
a renewed partnership, based on our long
historical association, our shared values, our
expanding trade and investment links, our bi-
lateral security cooperation, and our common
dedication to democracy and human rights.

We took several steps today to enhance
our partnership, agreeing among other things
to negotiate a bilateral extradition treaty
which will help us to combat global crime,
terrorism, and narcotics trade. We agreed to
pursue a mutual legal assistance treaty to fa-
cilitate evidence exchanges in criminal mat-
ters and again to strengthen our cooperation
in narcotics control. I want to thank Presi-
dent Ramos for his action to ensure the re-
newal of our close security cooperation.
Those efforts have enabled a successful visit
of the U.S.S. O’Brien to Manila in a joint
military exercise on Philippine territory.

We look forward to continuing cooperation
with the Philippines, in APEC, the ASEAN
regional forum, the United Nations, and on
global issues ranging from nonproliferation
to environmental protection, something that
President Ramos referred to over and over
again at the APEC meeting just a few days
ago.

President Ramos has been a strong friend
of the American people, and I look forward
to working closely with him and the Phil-
ippine people in the days ahead.

Let me say in introducing him, also, that
there’s been a great deal of discussion over
the last couple of years, and certainly in re-
cent days, about whether the basic cause of
human rights is somehow a product of the
Western cultural tradition. If you look at the
Philippines, the Philippine version of human
rights shows that human rights can take root
anywhere and be appreciated, revered, and
respected anywhere, thanks in no small
measure to President Ramos.

The floor is yours, sir.
President Ramos. Thank you, Bill.
Ladies and gentlemen, today President

Clinton and I set a new orientation for Phil-
ippine-American relations. These relations
have a long history behind them. But the fun-
damentally altered political and economic
environment in the world and in our region
and the changed requirements of both our
peoples have made it necessary and desirable

for both of us to embark on a new partner-
ship.

This new partnership we affirm shall be
based on the values that both Americans and
Filipinos cherish deeply: the sanctity of
human rights, the value of democracy, and
the efficacy of the free market. President
Clinton strongly supports our commitment
to these values, something which we find en-
couraging and for which we are grateful.

Our partnership, we agreed, shall also be
anchored more firmly than ever before on
the benefits that both our countries derive
from our economic relationship. I deeply ap-
preciate the support which President Clinton
expressed for our program of economic re-
form and economic development, and I value
the confidence that he manifested in the pro-
gram’s success.

I also thank President Clinton for the steps
that this administration intends to take to en-
courage more American investments in the
Philippines. At the same time, I raised with
him the question of improved access for Phil-
ippine exports to the American market. And
in the context of our economic partnership,
President Clinton and I resolved to work
even more closely together for the punctual
and successful conclusion of the Uruguay
round and in general the further liberaliza-
tion of the world economy, even as we recog-
nize the special requirements of the develop-
ing countries.

Security cooperation, particularly within
the framework of the Philippine-U.S. Mutual
Defense Treaty of 1951 remains a vital ele-
ment in Philippine-American relations. Presi-
dent Clinton and I agreed that our coopera-
tion in security matters must be strengthened
despite the changes in the global and re-
gional security situation which no longer re-
quires the permanent stationing of American
forces in the Philippines.

The mutual defense treaty continues to be
valuable to the security of East Asia. We wel-
come and appreciate, as do others in the re-
gion, the continuing American commitment
to regional security which President Clinton
reaffirmed today, including America’s deter-
mination to oppose any resort to the use of
force in the Kalayaan or Spratly area.

A human link in our relation with the
Unit-ed States is the community of over 2
million
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Filipinos in this country. I appreciate Presi-
dent Clinton’s recognition of their contribu-
tion to American society. And in order to be
able to assist each other better in the en-
forcement of the law, President Clinton and
I agreed that our officials should begin work
on an extradition treaty between our two
countries.

I also raised to President Clinton two mat-
ters that are close to my heart. The first is
the old issue of the rights of the Filipino vet-
erans of World War II. The other is the so-
called Amerasian children issue.

Finally, my delegation and I thank Presi-
dent Clinton and his delegation for the
warmth and cordiality with which we con-
ducted our discussions. Those discussions, I
am sure, will lead to a new and a strong part-
nership for the benefit of both Americans
and Filipinos.

Thank you, Mr. President.

American Airlines Strike
President Clinton. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent.
I would like now to read a statement on

the airline strike, and then we’ll take some
questions from both the American and the
Filipino press here.

I am pleased to announce that I have spo-
ken with both parties involved in the Amer-
ican Airlines strike and that both have agreed
in principle to end the strike and to return
to the bargaining table immediately. They’ve
also agreed to resolve all matters under dis-
pute through binding arbitration. All Amer-
ican Airlines flight attendants will be rein-
stated.

I believe this agreement represents an im-
portant step forward for all Americans, in-
cluding families that will be able to reunite
over the holidays, the flight attendants them-
selves, all of whom will now be able to return
to their jobs, and American Airlines which
can now return to serving the traveling pub-
lic. I hope this is the beginning of a happy
holiday season for all of us.

I want to encourage all the people involved
in the American Airlines family to now return
to work together without any bitterness and
with a spirit of mutual respect as they at-
tempt to work through these issues through
binding arbitration. This company and its

employees are a very important part of the
American economy, a very important part of
the airline sector that has been troubled for
the last couple of years and that is a very
important part of our high-tech future.

I am very pleased by the agreement which
has been reached. And I now ask all parties
involved to approach it in good faith and with
good spirits. I also want to say that I have
spoken with the Secretary of Transportation
and the Secretary of Labor, along with mem-
bers of the National Mediation Board, and
I want to thank them for the work that all
of them did to help to bring matters to this
point today. I am very pleased by this devel-
opment, and again I want to thank the rep-
resentatives of both sides, the attendants and
the company, for making this important
statement. And I look forward to the ultimate
resolution of the issues.

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press
International].

North Korea and Japan
Q. Mr. President, is it true that the United

States is prepared to sweeten the pot, give
aid, recognition, call off Team Spirit, if North
Korea agrees to nuclear inspection? And with
the Japanese access to plutonium, don’t you
worry about Japan building the bomb?

President Clinton. Well, how many ques-
tions was that?

Q. Three. [Laughter]
President Clinton. Good for you.
Q. [Inaudible]
President Clinton. I’m glad to know you

were keeping score. [Laughter]
As you know, President Kim of South

Korea will be here tomorrow. And our ad-
ministration has been working on a new ap-
proach to deal with this issue. I want to dis-
cuss it with him tomorrow, and then I expect
to have an announcement on it.

I think it’s fair to say that Japan does not
wish to become a nuclear power and that in
my talks with Prime Minister Hosokawa and
with President Jiang of China, it was obvious
to me that no one in the region wants North
Korea to become a nuclear power. So we’re
going to do everything we can in close con-
sultation with the countries most affected in
the region to try to find a resolution to this.
I also discussed this with President Ramos
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today because the Philippines has important
membership on the IAEA, and he gave me
his thoughts on it. We are working on it. I
want to consult with President Kim tomor-
row, and then I expect to have another an-
nouncement.

American Airlines Strike
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us, how did

this American Airlines settlement come
about? What role did you play in it? You said
that you talked to both sides today. Did you
put pressure on either side to accept this?

President Clinton. No, I don’t think that
would be a fair characterization of it. We
were contacted—and our staff can give you
some more background later after the press
conference—and the White House has been
actively involved all morning trying to bring
the parties to this point. But to be fair, they
were willing to be brought to this point. They
were interested in trying to figure out what
procedures we might follow so that we could
get the strike over with, bring the flight at-
tendants back, start the planes flying again.
So I have to give them a large share of the
credit. But they were willing to have us try
to work out this arrangement, and I am grate-
ful for that.

Bruce Lindsey had a lot to do with it this
morning, talking to representatives of the two
sides on the phone and talking to the Labor
Department, the Transportation Department
about what had been done to date and kind
of getting a sense of where we were. And
it all fell into place about an hour ago. And
then I had to call them both, and we had
to go over it all one more time to make sure
that we were all singing out of the same hym-
nal about how the process would work and
what rules would apply and things of that
kind. And I feel quite good about it.

Is there anyone from the Korean press
who has a—I mean, Filipino press?

Q. Philippine press, Mr. President.
President Clinton. Go ahead.

The Philippines
Q. Both you and President Ramos, have

you discussed any details concerning the
United States commitment to the multilat-
eral aid initiative to the Philippines? And will
you please expand on your talks concerning

the vets, the veterans issue, as well as the
Amerasians?

President Ramos. To the first of the three
questions, let me say that we hardly discussed
aid at all, but the main focus of our discussion
was economic cooperation, which would re-
sult in more investment and trade in the Phil-
ippines and within Asia and the Pacific. In
regard to the veterans problem, President
Clinton and I agreed that we will continue
looking at ways and means to make it right
for the Filipino veterans of World War II.
Of course, we both realize that there is legis-
lative action involved, and the solution of the
problem is not entirely within the hands of
the Executive. Regarding the problem of the
so-called Amerasian children, we agreed to
work on this matter as well as to encourage
the nongovernment organizations to do their
part. I informed President Clinton that there
is an NGO that is very active in the Phil-
ippines representing the concerned people
of the United States, called the Pearl Buck
Foundation, that has been in this kind of
work for a long, long time now and with
which we intend to establish close linkages
on the part of the Philippine Government
and also our Philippine NGO’s.

Presidential Security
Q. Mr. President, on this 30th anniversary

of President Kennedy’s assassination, do you
personally feel that the case is closed, that
Lee Harvey Oswald did act alone without any
assistance? And secondly, as you travel
around, are you concerned about your own
personal security as you wade into crowds
and go around and talk to people?

President Clinton. I am satisfied with the
finding that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone.
I’m also very satisfied with the work done
by the Secret Service in my behalf. Most of
the crowds that I see now have been through
some sort of screening process, particularly
if there’s been a lot of advance notice of my
coming. But it’s impossible for a democratic
leader in a free world, I think, to live in a
shell. One of the greatest things a President
has to guard against all the time is just be-
coming isolated from the feelings, the con-
cerns, the conditions of daily life that all
other Americans have to confront. And so
there’s always going to be a tension, if you
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lead a free country and you’re accountable
to all the citizens of that country, between
the legitimate desire of the security forces
to protect you and the desire that I have not
to lose touch and get totally out of sync with
the lives of all the people whom I must rep-
resent.

Anyone else from the Filipino press? Yes.

Extradition Treaty
Q. Yes, President Clinton, an extradition

treaty has been tried before between the
Philippines and the United States. What
issues remain from the point of view of the
United States before such a treaty can be
concluded?

President Clinton. Well, let me say we
did not even discuss the outstanding issues
today. We want to leave that to our nego-
tiators. I think what President Ramos wanted
to know was whether I was willing to do it.
And the answer is I am very much willing
to do it, and I believe that we will succeed.

Brady Bill
Q. Mr. President, the Brady bill has come

so close before and failed with the end of
a congressional session. Is there anything that
you can do or that Democratic leaders can
do to try to save it from an obstacle in the
conference committee and to try to get the
Senate to agree to the conference before
Congress goes home?

President Clinton. Well, we might have
just a shred of a chance of that. You know,
the Senate was anxious to leave, and they’ve
worked hard this year. The Congress has
worked very hard. The House just passed
overwhelmingly a comprehensive campaign
finance reform, so that’s another issue that
the House and the Senate have acted on
they’ll have to conference. There may be
some small chance it can be done now. But
I don’t want to hold out false hope. I would
like it if it can be done. I would love it if
the Congress could give the Brady bill to the
American people for Thanksgiving. But I do
believe that the size of the vote in the Senate
and the marked shift almost overnight in the
position of those who were promoting the
filibuster shows an awareness that we have
to lead on this crime and personal security
issue and an understanding that the Amer-
ican people want something done at the na-

tional level and they want something done
at the local level. And they want people to
roll up their sleeves and go to work, not get
in the way. So I believe that even if we fail
to secure it at this 11th hour, that it’ll pass
when the Congress comes back and fairly
quickly. I wish that it could be done now.
I don’t know if it can be done now.

Q. So why should people wait another few
months?

President Clinton. I don’t think they——
Q. They won’t be back until——
President Clinton. I don’t think they

should. I think it should pass now. But I don’t
know if I can get it done. If it were up to
me, it would be done right this minute; it
would have been done months ago. But I
can just tell you, we are working on it. We
are exploring all possible options. I don’t
know if it can be done.

Extradition Treaty
Q. As a loyal member of the Philippine

press, I’m quite disturbed about the extra-
dition treaty. Are you planning to make pro-
visions to protect the interests of political asy-
lum, from the Philippines and vice versa, Mr.
President?

President Ramos. The details are being
worked out by our respective legal staffs. But
I think you will appreciate the fact that the
two governments have finally undertaken this
effort on a joint basis.

During the Marcos period when the re-
gime was very repressive and a lot of Filipi-
nos came over to the United States to seek
asylum, naturally there was no agreement on
extradition because the United States wanted
to protect those that had sought political asy-
lum in this country. But we shall be con-
cerned here with really extradition in the
strictly criminal sense, as applying to violators
of the revised Penal Code of the Philippines.

Environmental Issues
Q. Can I just follow up, sir, very important,

on the environmental issue. I know you have
talks on extradition and Amerasian and veter-
ans. I think environment is a very important
issue and is a concern not only of Asian coun-
tries but all countries in this world. Have you
discussed anything on how to protect the en-
vironment for the Philippine side?
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President Ramos. I brought it up at the
APEC meeting itself as a concern of develop-
ing countries as well as of countries in the
Asia-Pacific region. I discussed this exten-
sively with Vice President Gore during our
meeting, and I repeated it in our meeting
with President Clinton.

The Philippines must be recognized as one
of the first, if not the first, Asian countries
that created the mechanism to implement
the guidelines agreed to by most countries
in the Earth summit in Rio in June 1992.
And we’re proud that we have this kind of
a record in the international community. And
we are very thankful to the United States
Government for supporting many efforts on
our part to improve our own Philippine envi-
ronmental situation.

President Clinton. Let me just give you
one specific example that President Ramos
suggested, not now but in Seattle, that we
look at establishing within the APEC region
a technology transfer center that would ac-
celerate the movement of technology for en-
vironmental protection and cleanup from the
countries that have it to those that need to
acquire it. So I think you can look forward
to a time when we will really press this for-
ward. It’s very much in the interest of the
United States, both environmentally and eco-
nomically to do. And I really appreciate the
fact that of all the APEC leaders, President
Ramos was the one most insistent that we
make progress on this.

Crime and the Community

Q. Mr. President, you’ve been talking a
lot lately about children killing children. And
a number of sociologists are now suggesting
that not enough focus has been put on the
parents who fail to supervise these children.
Do you agree with that? And what can be
done about it?

President Clinton. Absolutely, I agree
with that. I think that the conditions you see
today in a lot of the most desperate areas
of our country are the result of a confluence
of forces, one of which is plainly the break-
down of order within the family and the kind
of direction and support that traditionally has
been the province of parenthood. That’s one
reason, one thing.

Secondly, there has been a simultaneous
breakdown of a lot of the community sup-
ports and alternatives to parental guidance
that used to exist in a lot of communities.
After all, there have always been children in
trouble. There have always been children
who had parents who were neglectful of
them, even abusive of them. But in times
past, there have been more alternative com-
munity supports than there are now. And one
of the reasons that my speech to the Church
of God in Christ got such a warm reception
from the folks there is that many of them
feel that they’re holding back an even worse
deluge, that the churches are almost the only
community supports left in a lot of these
neighborhoods.

The third thing, obviously, is the decline
of available employment in a lot of these
neighborhoods, so that a lot of the role mod-
els who would have been there, people who
would have been there either in the home
or in the neighborhood, are not there.

And then the fourth thing are the rise of
drugs, not only as an instrument of personal
abuse but also as an alternative economic sys-
tem.

And then, finally, the ready availability of
weapons, especially handguns and assault
weapons, to reinforce an alternative eco-
nomic and social order; all these things are
working together. But clearly, we’re going to
have to have more efforts by people at the
grassroots level, the churches, the commu-
nity organizations, the local folks, to reinforce
a sense of parental responsibility and ac-
countability in whatever way we can.

Thank you. We have to go.

NOTE: The President’s 34th news conference
began at 2:30 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Bruce
Lindsey, Assistant to the President and Senior Ad-
viser.

Remarks at the National Democratic
Institute Dinner
November 22, 1993

Thank you very much, Ken. And thank
you, ladies and gentlemen, for that warm
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welcome and for the work you do. It’s a real
honor for me to be here tonight among so
many friends and colleagues who have
worked so hard to promote democracy
throughout the world. The work of NDI is
well-known and highly prized, from Russia
and the Baltics to Mexico, Paraguay to the
African continent and many other places
where you are working to breathe life into
the idea of democracy. I salute you for that
work.

I think the knowledge that so many Ameri-
cans have of your work and the credibility
it has gained in the Congress is one reason
that I was able to secure, with the help of
some of the people here present, a substan-
tial increase in funding for the National En-
dowment for Democracy at a time when we
were cutting more than half the items in the
domestic and the foreign budget.

I would also like to thank you for Brian
Atwood and for the fine job he’s done at
AID. I am delighted that tonight you’re hon-
oring two extraordinary leaders, Korean
President Kim Yong-sam and Senator
George Mitchell. Their lives have given
meaning to the ideals which have inspired
so many millions of people around the world
who struggle for democracy.

President Kim’s valiant efforts since his
service as a young assemblyman to bring de-
mocracy to Korea are a model to aspiring
democrats everywhere. He has certainly paid
a price for his devotion to freedom and de-
mocracy. And all of us and all freedom-loving
people everywhere in the world should honor
the personal price he paid, and then the fact
that, once given the chance to govern his
country, he lived in office by the ideals he
expressed out of office. More should do the
same.

I also want to thank the NDI for honoring
my good friend Senator George Mitchell
whose contributions to democracy, whose
work for responsive Government here at
home, and whose personal integrity proved
once again that politics can be an honorable
profession. When I went to the meeting of
the Asian-Pacific leaders in Seattle on the
heels of the remarkable vote for the NAFTA
treaty in the House of Representatives, and
its following overwhelming support in the
Senate—something, which I add, I am con-

vinced is good for democracy in Mexico and
throughout Latin America—George Mitchell
made sure that I did not forget that one of
my missions was to espouse the cause of
human rights in all the countries of the world
who seek to be our full partners in moving
toward the 21st century, and I thank him for
that.

Not long before I came over here tonight,
and after I finished the day’s work, I went
home to be with my daughter for a few mo-
ments. And she had a friend from school
over, and they’re studying for an examination
around the kitchen table, the way I did so
many times when I was her age. And we
turned on the evening news because I want-
ed to see what was on about the airline strike
which was settled today, and I thank the par-
ties involved for doing that. And there was
a special on, as you might imagine, about
John Kennedy, since this is the 30th anniver-
sary of his death. And it showed a lot of pre-
dictable footage, but I enjoyed watching it
all the same. And the people who were com-
menting on the channels I watched all point-
ed out that everyone who was old enough
to remember could tell you exactly where he
or she was at that moment on that fateful
Friday 30 years ago.

But the thing that I was most moved by
was the comment that, at that time, 30 years
ago, the American people believed in their
Government and believed in their President
and believed in the promise of democracy
to improve the lot of the people of this coun-
try and people throughout the world. And
of course, the commentator went on to point
out how much more difficult it is today, not
only in our country but throughout the world
because of economic stagnation, because of
the pressures from the middle class, because
of the continuing inability of democracy to
deliver on some of the deepest hopes and
dreams of humankind.

I say to you tonight that if we had more
people in public life like George Mitchell and
President Kim, the confidence of the people
of the world in democracy would go up, and
the confidence of the people of the United
States in who we are, what we believe in,
and what we’re capable of doing would in-
crease. And so I ask you tonight, as you honor
them on this fateful anniversary, to ask also
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of yourselves, what can we do together to
make people really believe in the cause for
which these men and so many others have
given so much.

Thank you, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. at the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Ken Wollack, president of the institute. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Statement on the House of
Representatives Action on Campaign
Finance Reform
November 22, 1993

Today, the House of Representatives over-
whelmingly passed comprehensive campaign
finance reform legislation based on my pro-
posal earlier this year.

The public has made clear that it expects
change in the way Washington works and
politics is conducted. This legislation is a
major step toward ensuring that Government
serves the national interest and not narrow
interests. It sets up a system of spending lim-
its; it opens up the airwaves to debate; it
curbs the role of PAC’s; and it bans the use
of soft money in Federal elections.

I congratulate the House leadership for
their energetic effort to pass this difficult leg-
islation, and I look forward to signing the
strongest possible bill when it reaches my
desk in its final form. All in all, this is a break-
through for political reform and a sign that
we have heard the American people.

Proclamation 6628—National Family
Week, 1993 and 1994
November 22, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Families are our Nation’s lifeblood and

strength. No matter its size or composition,
it is the source of our ideals and the birth-
place of our memories. Connected families
in vital communities are essential to this
country’s future.

The common bonds of family love, sharing,
and mutual support have for generations
shaped the character of our society. An-
chored by strong insights, deeply felt convic-
tions, moral principles, and concern for soci-
etal improvement and well-being, families
have used their devotion, creative ideals, and
energies to define themselves, their commu-
nities, and the Nation.

The willing acceptance of family obliga-
tions and the unselfish shouldering of re-
sponsibilities are core components of caring
families. Families encourage and foster
teamwork, as well as individuality, personal
sacrifice, personal attainment, and a wide
range of joys and life experiences.

America has maintained its unique posi-
tion in the history of nations because we have
not forgotten the teachings of our forebears.
We have thrived because we, their children,
have remained committed to advancing the
causes of liberty and justice. Even in times
of national crisis, we have recalled the impor-
tance of our national family tree, always re-
turning to the promise of its protective shade.

As families across the country gather in
thanksgiving, it is particularly appropriate
that we pause as a Nation to acknowledge
the blessings of love and loyalty that families
bring to their members and through them,
to the community of America. Like our de-
mocracy, all of our families must strive to
be nurturing and steady. All of our children,
grandparents, mothers and fathers must
know that no matter the challenges we face,
we can be secure in the love and support
of a family. This lesson is among our found-
ers’ most precious gifts. Fulfilling their ideal
is each generation’s most profound respon-
sibility.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
79, has designated the week of November
21, 1993, and the week of November 20,
1994, as ‘‘National Family Week’’ and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation in observance of these weeks.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of November
21, 1993, and the week of November 20,
1994, as National Family Week. I invite the
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States, communities, and people of the
United States to observe these weeks with
appropriate ceremonies and programs in ap-
preciation of our Nation’s families.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two
hundred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:52 a.m., November 23, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 24.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Railroad Retirement Board
November 22, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby submit to the Congress the An-

nual Report of the Railroad Retirement
Board for Fiscal Year 1992, pursuant to the
provisions of section 7(b)(6) of the Railroad
Retirement Act and section 12(1) of the Rail-
road Unemployment Insurance Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 22, 1993.

Appointment of Deputy Counsel to
the President
November 22, 1993

The President announced today that he
has appointed Washington attorney Joel
Klein to be Deputy Counsel to the President.
The appointment is effective December 1,
1993.

‘‘With a long and distinguished record of
achievement and public service, Joel Klein
has proven himself one of the finest lawyers
in Washington. His wisdom has been invalu-
able to me on a number of occasions already,
and I expect that he will be an important

advisor to me as Deputy Counsel,’’ said the
President.

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Treasurer of the
United States
November 22, 1993

The President announced today that he
has nominated Ohio treasurer Mary Ellen
Withrow to be the Treasurer of the United
States. The position is subject to Senate con-
firmation.

‘‘Mary Ellen Withrow is an outstanding
public servant who has been widely recog-
nized for her innovative and efficient man-
agement of the people of Ohio’s money,’’ said
the President. ‘‘As U.S. Treasurer she will
play an important role in our efforts to cut
waste and improve the management of pub-
lic money in the Federal Government.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
November 23, 1993

Congressional Cooperation
The President. I want to make a brief

statement, then I’ll answer a question or two.
The primary purpose of this meeting is for

me to have a chance to thank the bipartisan
congressional leadership for their coopera-
tion and for our good working relationship
here in this first year. I first met with this
group on January 26th. We’ve met many
times since then. I’ve been to Capitol Hill,
I think, 15 times. This is only the second time
in 60 years when there’s been no Presidential
veto in a year. Sometimes the major initia-
tives that were passed were passed with par-
tisan votes but many times with bipartisan
votes. And this was a remarkable year.
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We passed the big deficit reduction pack-
age, which has kept interest rates down and
inflation down and has contributed to a major
increase in investment and job growth in the
country. We passed with bipartisan support
national service, NAFTA, the family and
medical leave bill, major flood relief for peo-
ple in the Middle West; both Houses have
passed the campaign finance bill, a crime bill,
the Brady bill. Health care reform has been
introduced. This has been a very productive
year, and I am extremely grateful to the lead-
ership of both Houses for working so closely
with the White House.

I also want to just thank the Members of
Congress for working so hard. By my count
they spent about 40 percent more hours in
session than is normal for this year. And I
appreciate that, and I wish them a good
Thanksgiving.

Assistant to the President for Legislative
Affairs

The last point I would like to make is, as
most of you know, the person who handled
my congressional relations, Howard Paster,
will be leaving the White House at the end
of the year. And I want to publicly thank him
for the work he did with both Houses, in
both parties, and representing me so effec-
tively. I think he’s done a wonderful job, and
he’s going to be hard to replace.

Representatives Bonior and Gephardt
Q. You don’t think that Bonior and Gep-

hardt did you any favors this year, do you?
The President. They did me a lot of fa-

vors. If they hadn’t voted for the budget and
helped me pass it, we would have never got-
ten it enacted.

Brady Bill
Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to

Senator Dole’s latest attempt to hold up the
Brady bill? And what do you think you can
do about it?

The President. Wait a minute. We’re
working on that. And I think—they’re not
as far apart as you think, at least Senator
Dole. I still have—you know me, I believe
in miracles. I believe that we may still get
this worked out.

Senator Dole. He called me—when I
came in. [Laughter]

Q. Is Senator Mitchell going to call the
Senate back if they don’t pass it today?

The President. Well, that’s up to Senator
Mitchell. But let us work today. Let’s see
what we can do today. We’re working on
something today, and let’s let today pass, and
then we’ll be able to talk about it.

Q. Well, what does Senator Mitchell say?
Senator Mitchell. It’s very nice of you to

come here and wish us a happy Thanksgiving.
No, the answer is that if we don’t work

it out and pass it today, we will be back next
week.

Q. Senator Dole, what will it take for you
to throw your support behind the Brady bill
now?

Senator Dole. I think we can talk to you
later. [Laughter]

The President. We’re trying to get this
worked out. Give us a chance. We’re trying
to get this worked out.

Assistant to the President for Legislative
Affairs

Q. And who’s replacing Howard?
The President. I haven’t made a decision.

Are you interested in the job, Jim [Jim
Miklaszewski, NBC News]?

Q. No, thank you. I’ve seen what he had
to go through this past year.

The President. Lower pay and longer
hours, it’s the kind of thing——

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Kim
Yong-sam of South Korea
November 23, 1993

The Vice President. Be prepared for
questions about everything except Korea
here. [Laughter]

North Korea
Q. We’ll ask about Korea this time. Are

you both on board with the same package
for North Korea to permit international in-
spection of its nuclear sites?
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President Clinton. Well, we’ll have a
statement about that later. We just started
our meeting. So I think we have to have the
meeting before we can make a statement.

Q. But it appears that President Kim
seems to have a deviation in the policy.

President Clinton. We haven’t had our
meeting yet. Give us a chance to talk about
it, and then we’ll be glad to comment about
it.

Q. Are your options limited since China
and Japan don’t want you to proceed with
sanctions?

President Clinton. I think I’d like to com-
ment on all that in the—we’ll have a press
statement, and then I’ll answer questions
about it. But I really would like to speak with
President Kim first.

Q. Do you know if North Korea has a nu-
clear weapon at this point?

President Clinton. I want to have this
meeting first and then I’ll——

Q. What else can we ask you about?
Q. Nothing ventured——

Philadelphia State Senate Campaign
Q. Are you going to ask the Attorney Gen-

eral to look into the Philadelphia State senate
race? One of the——

Q. Gingrich said you would.
Q. Are you going to do that, do you think?
President Clinton. The first I even knew

about it was this morning. I don’t know
enough about it to give an answer. I’ll have
to look into it. I had not heard anything about
it until this morning. I knew nothing about
it until he mentioned it this morning.

President’s Schedule
Q. How come you didn’t jog together

today?
President Clinton. Tomorrow. I don’t

know if he’ll run with me tomorrow, but I’d
like him to.

Q. It depends on how late your dinner is.
[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room and another group came in.]

President Kim. My impression is that
most of the journalists would like to raise in-
terest by describing the subject as a very dif-
ficult issue. In fact, sometimes they’re very
simple ones, in a way unnecessarily com-
plicates—[inaudible]

I think that this time we had a very sizable
amount of journalist delegation this time.
More than 100 people, I think, accompanied
me on my visit in the U.S. this time.

President Clinton. They all got to go first
to Seattle, and then here?

President Kim. Yes.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:08 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With President Kim Yong-sam of
South Korea
November 23, 1993

President Clinton. Good afternoon. It is
a great pleasure and an honor for me to wel-
come President Kim Yong-sam to Washing-
ton today. During my visit to Seoul in July,
I had the opportunity to visit with President
Kim at the Blue House, which is Korea’s
Presidential residence. I am honored to re-
turn his gracious hospitality today by wel-
coming him to our White House.

I have a great deal of admiration for Presi-
dent Kim, who for decades has worked tire-
lessly to broaden Korea’s democracy at great
personal cost to himself. His democratic pas-
sage to the Presidency is an inspiring meas-
ure of Korea’s progress, proof that freedom
knows no regional bounds. I’m delighted his
contributions to Korean democracy were ac-
knowledged when he received the Averell
Harriman award from the National Demo-
cratic Institute last evening.

The discussions President Kim and I held
today were far ranging and highly productive.
We continued our conversation from the
APEC leaders meeting in Seattle and ex-
pressed our mutual support for APEC’s ideal
of an Asian-Pacific region even more closely
integrated through open markets and open
societies.

Today we discussed the actions President
Kim is taking to advance that vision in his
nation. He’s taken a number of encouraging
steps to remove barriers to foreign invest-
ment, open financial markets, and strengthen
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intellectual property rights. I’m also very en-
couraged by the good start of the U.S.-Korea
dialog on economic cooperation. We must
work now to implement the proposals raised
in that dialog. Our economic cooperation will
be especially vital as both our nations seek
to achieve a new GATT agreement in the
next few weeks. Like the United States,
Korea has both a crucial role and a substan-
tial stake in bringing the Uruguay round to
a successful conclusion.

The most important piece of our discus-
sions centered on North Korea. We are both
concerned by North Korea’s concentration of
forces near the Demilitarized Zone and by
its refusal to grant international inspectors
full access to its nuclear sites.

In recent weeks, my administration has
been working with the Congress, South
Korea, Japan, our partners in the United Na-
tions Security Council and others to address
North Korea’s nuclear program in a firm
manner. Today I reaffirmed to President
Kim America’s unyielding commitment to
South Korea’s security. My administration
has made it clear to North Korea that it now
faces a simple choice. If it abandons its nu-
clear option and honors its international non-
proliferation commitments, the door will be
open on a wide range of issues not only with
the United States but with the rest of the
world. If it does not, it risks facing the in-
creased opposition of the entire international
community.

Our goals in this matter are clear: a non-
nuclear peninsula and a strong international
nonproliferation regime. To these ends, we
are prepared to discuss with North Korea a
thorough, broad approach to the issues that
divide us, and once and for all to resolve the
nuclear issue. But we cannot do that in the
absence of a dialog between North and South
Korea and while there is still growing doubt
about the continuity of IAEA safeguards.

North Korea’s nuclear program and its
continuing military threat pose serious chal-
lenges to both South Korea and America.
Our two nations have worked together to
overcome these challenges before. Our
friendship was forged in the heat of war as
our forces fought shoulder to shoulder to
turn back aggression. Our friendship has con-
tinued over four decades since that war

ended as the people of Korea have trans-
formed their country into an economic and
democratic model for the entire region.

I’ve enjoyed working with President Kim
to deepen the historic friendship between
our two nations. And I look forward to work-
ing with him and with the Korean people
in the days to come, on economic issues and
on important issues of security.

Mr. President.
President Kim. Ladies and gentlemen,

first of all I would like to thank President
Clinton for his welcome extended to me at
the White House today. Having met with
President Clinton in Seoul in July and Seattle
last week and here in Washington, DC,
today, I feel like I’m meeting an old friend.

President Clinton has aptly summarized
what was discussed in our meeting this morn-
ing, so I would like to add only a few points
to what he has mentioned. President Clinton
reaffirmed the strong commitment of the
United States to the security of Korea and
made it clear that there would not be an addi-
tional reduction of U.S. troops stationed in
Korea until the North Korean nuclear issue
has been resolved.

President Clinton and I agreed to continue
our close working relationship to ensure
peace on the Korean Peninsula as well as its
regional stability. In particular, I welcomed
and supported President Clinton’s policy of
continuing to maintain the strategy of for-
ward deployment by the United States in the
Asia-Pacific region, including the Korean Pe-
ninsula.

As for the North Korean nuclear issue,
President Clinton and I reaffirmed our
shared belief that the resolution of this issue
should not be delayed any longer, as it poses
great threats not only to the security of Korea
but also to the global nonproliferation re-
gime. In particular, we agreed to make thor-
ough and broad efforts to bring about a final
solution, bearing in mind the grave concern
the international community has dem-
onstrated over this issue. Both of us ex-
pressed satisfaction over the close coopera-
tion between our two governments on this
issue. And we once again agreed that the
maintaining a close working relationship is
essential to the complete resolution of this
issue.

VerDate 08-JUN-98 15:00 Jun 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P47NO4.024 INET01 PsN: INET01



2447Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Nov. 23

President Clinton and I shared our mutual
satisfaction over the success thus far of the
dialog for economic cooperation, a mecha-
nism that we had agreed to establish in our
meeting in July. We hope that our two coun-
tries will be able to draw up a long-term plan
to expand our mutually beneficial economic
cooperation.

I also explained to President Clinton that
the internationalization of the Korean econ-
omy, along with the liberalization and de-
regulation were major goals of the new eco-
nomic policy that my government has actively
pursued, and that the new economic policy
would help broaden the scope of the Korea-
U.S. economic partnership.

During our discussion, I congratulated the
President Clinton, the success of the APEC
leaders economic conference that was held
in Seattle last week. And I would like to pay
high tribute to the President for his outstand-
ing leadership which helped to make the
meeting a resounding success. We are con-
vinced that this meeting will be recorded as
an important milestone that heralds the com-
ing era of a new Asia-Pacific partnership.
Based upon the continued development of
APEC, President Clinton and I reaffirmed
our resolve to work closely together to build
a new Pacific community.

I’m entirely satisfied with today’s meeting.
I’m confident that our meeting will help
Korea-U.S. relations to evolve to an even
higher dimension of partnership.

Finally, I again would like to express my
gratitude to President Clinton for the warm
welcome and hospitality.

Thank you.

North Korea
Q. Mr. President, you’ve spoken of a new

approach to get North Korea to open up its
nuclear program to inspection. Did the two
of you agree today on a new approach, and
does that represent any relaxation in the U.S.
stand? And if so, why wouldn’t that be re-
warding North Korea for its intransigence?

President Clinton. We did not agree to
relax anything. What we agreed was that the
two of us, based on our own security needs,
would reexamine what our policies are if the
North Koreans are willing to allow IAEA in-
spectors and resume the serious dialog with

the Republic of Korea; that we needed to
make it clear that all of our security decisions
would be made in light of that context. And
I don’t consider that weakening our position
or changing it or rewarding aggression. In
fact, what we want to do is to diminish the
military tensions in the area. That has to
begin by a willingness on the part of North
Korea to allow the inspections and to resume
the dialog.

Yes, Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press
International]?

Q. Mr. President, it doesn’t sound like you
two are in sync on what to do about North
Korea. And also, do you think that North
Korea will accept our approach of more con-
cessions?

President Clinton. Well, we’re asking
them to make two concessions that they’re
already committed to do. And we’re commit-
ting then that the two of us will reexamine
our security approach in light of that. But
we’re not divided at all. We reached agree-
ment. We, indeed, have reconciled the pre-
cise language that would be used by each
of us in this statement today. So there is no
division between the two countries on our
position.

Q. Will you call off the military maneu-
vers?

President Clinton. That is something that
would have to be decided by both of us at
a later date, depending on what would be
done or not done by North Korea. We’ve
made no decision on that and no commit-
ment on that, and we couldn’t now.

Q. Mr. President, I have two questions,
one for President Kim and one for President
Clinton. President Kim, it might be a little
general question, however, you have denied
several times that—the concept of the ab-
sorption unification; so that statement can be
construed to the effect that you are giving
up your constitutional authority to—[inaudi-
ble]—North Korea in the case of the self-
destruction of the Kim Il-song regime and
followed by the big anarchial situation like
East Germany. And—[inaudible]—also give
some clear statement for the North Korean
people who are waiting for the new morning,
as you said yesterday, for democracy and
hope.
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And for Mr. Clinton, North Korea has
managed a lot to wage a war if U.N. sanctions
will be imposed on North Korea. And also
on report, actually—[inaudible]—quoting a
Pentagon classified material, Korea and the
United States is losing if war broke out again
in the peninsula. So that kind of information
is giving some warning more and more to
the general innocent people in both North
Korea and South Korea. So what is the clear
and maybe present remarks concerning that
matter, the menace of the possible Korean
war again?

Thank you.
President Kim. I would like to respond

to your question first. It is our basic policy
that we will not try to absorb North Korea.
And I mentioned this to the Chinese leader,
Mr. Jiang Zemin, when I met him in Seattle
and also asked him to convey this message
towards North Korea, because we know that
North Korean regime is very concerned
about the possibility of such an absorption
be happening. And the Chinese President
promised that he will do so, that is, to convey
the message towards North Korea.

Of course, it is very difficult to predict
what will happen in North Korea in the fu-
ture. But I doubt the report that North Korea
can launch a successful attack on South
Korea and win the war. I very much doubt
it. The reason is that South Korean Armed
Forces has grown very strong, and in fact
after the launching of the new government
in Korea, we have replaced all those politi-
cized military generals and established a pro-
fessional military who will respond very ef-
fectively to any provocations or any attempt
from North Korea. So combined forces of
the United States and Republic of Korea,
very stable, decisive, and very strong.

As President Clinton mentioned when he
visited Korea, we very much believe in the
policy of the United States, the new govern-
ment’s policy, that as long as Korean people
want the U.S. forces to be stationed in Korea,
then there will be no reduction, no pullout
of the U.S. troops.

So I would like to once again reassure you
that our defense capability and defense pos-
ture remains unchanged. And we are in a
position that can deal with North Korea in
a position of strength.

President Clinton. With regard to the
two questions you asked me, let me say that
neither President Kim nor I are eager to go
to the United Nations and ask for sanctions
against North Korea. We had discussed with
the leaders of Japan and China at the recent
APEC meeting the fact that that is not a par-
ticularly attractive option. We have offered
as clearly as we could to North Korea the
opportunity to reassess our relationships, at
least in terms of our security requirements,
if they will simply follow their own commit-
ments and honor them on the IAEA inspec-
tions and on resuming the dialog with the
Republic of Korea.

Now, as to your second question, I can
only reiterate what I said when I was in
Korea. I know of no one who seriously be-
lieves that the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea would be defeated in a war of
aggression by North Korea if they were to
attack. And I made it as clear as I could that
if they were to do that, they would pay a
price so great that the nation would probably
not survive as it is known today.

Q. Mr. President?
The President. Yes, Wolf [Wolf Blitzer,

Cable News Network].
Q. The International Atomic Energy

Agency has suggested that there is a time
sensitivity to going back into North Korea
and inspecting the two nuclear facilities, a
month or 2 months maximum. After that,
they couldn’t guarantee that North Korea
was, in fact, abandoning some sort of nuclear
weapons program. Is that, in fact, the case?
Is there a month or two that you have now
in order to resolve this issue?

And a question to President Kim: Do you
support this notion that if the North Koreans
do accept some sort of inspection and resume
a dialog with you, that the United States and
South Korea should cancel the joint military
exercises, Team Spirit, next year?

President Clinton. First of all, there is
some time sensitivity on this, based on what
we hear from the IAEA inspectors. And
that’s the reason that we’re coming forward
now and trying to make another good faith
effort to reach out and reason with North
Korea.

President Kim. With regard to the issue
of inspection of the nuclear facilities in North
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Korea, President Clinton and I share opinion
that still inter-Korean mutual inspection is
very important. North Korea and South
Korea seem to have different position with
regard to the meaning of the exchange of
special envoy. I think that North Korea is
more interested in holding an inter-Korean
summit meeting through this exchange of
special envoys, whereas our side, Republic
of Korea, is more concerned about removing
the suspicions regarding the nuclear facili-
ties, that is, mutual inspection by both Koreas
of those facilities.

There is a speculation that if North Korea
accepts International Atomic Energy Agency
inspection and resumes dialog with South
Korea, then there will be concessions to be
given to North Korea in return.

I think this matter of suspending Team
Spirit exercise should be dealt in its own. And
of course, the United States and Republic
of Korea will consult very closely about how
to deal with the problem caused by North
Korea’s nuclear development. And in that
sense, we are in full accordance with each
other.

Q. I’d like to ask a question, addressing
the question to President Kim. You’ve said
you cannot wait indefinitely, and when is the
limit in time? How are you going to decide
that is the limit? For President Clinton, you
say thorough and broad approaches you
would apply, and in Seattle during your press
conference, you used the term ‘‘comprehen-
sive approach.’’ Comprehensive approach, is
it the same term that North Koreans are talk-
ing about with regard to nuclear issues and
other issues involved? And is there any dif-
ference between the——

President Kim. I’ll respond to your ques-
tion first. The fact that I said we will not
wait endlessly doesn’t mean that we will nec-
essarily set a certain deadline. And I don’t
think it is appropriate for me to specifically
mention the possibility of setting a deadline.
And perhaps I will make no more comments
about that.

With regards to your referring to the ter-
minology of whether it will be comprehen-
sive approach or whether it will be package
deals, I see the possibility of these different
terminologies creating confusion and mis-
leading. Therefore, what we have agreed

today between President Clinton and I—and
I would very much want you to pay attention
to the phrases that we have used today—is
that we will make thorough and broad efforts
to bring the issue to the final conclusion. And
that stands on its own. And please make sure
that you pay attention to these new phrases.

Q. Mr. President, I’m a little confused by
what you and the Korean President have of-
fered today. Why after so many months do
you believe that review of your security possi-
bilities and talking to the Koreans about po-
tential concessions in the future will cause
them to change their minds when they have
not at this point, so far, and when it appeared
that there was some sort of actual conces-
sions that you were getting ready to make?

President Clinton. Well, any conces-
sions—first of all, concessions is the wrong
word. Any gesture we make, any move we
make based on our—must be based on our
appreciation of what the security situation is.
And they are the ones, after all, who are out
of line with the international law and their
own commitments. So, we can’t make any
decisions about what we would do until we
see what they do. That’s all we’re saying
today. But we have clearly broadened the di-
alog on this, or given them, rather, the more
specific thing would—we’ve given them a
chance to broaden the dialog. We’ll just have
to see if they take us up on it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 35th news conference
began at 1:07 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. President Kim spoke in Korean, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks on Signing the South
African Democratic Transition
Support Act of 1993
November 23, 1993

Thank you all for joining us this afternoon.
It’s a great honor to have so many people
in the White House to celebrate the signing
of legislation that marks the realization of a
great dream, the transition of South Africa
to a nonracial democracy and the end of
apartheid.
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So many of you have contributed mightily
to the realization of that dream, and I thank
you all for being here. But I want to espe-
cially recognize the presence here of the fam-
ily of Amy Biehl, who herself did so much
to further that cause. Thank you so much
for coming.

For generations the people of South Africa
lived under the crushing burden of an im-
moral system which exacted a terrible toll
and ultimately could not endure. Over many
years, you and many others have shown cour-
age and determination in joining with South
Africa’s oppressed majority to hasten
apartheid’s demise. This ceremony is, in
large measure, a salute to the work you have
done.

In 1986, after years of effort and despite
a Presidential veto, Congress imposed strict
economic sanctions on South Africa. Our Na-
tion vowed those sanctions would be lifted
only on the day when South Africa was irre-
versibly on the road to a nonracial democ-
racy. Last week that day for which millions
have worked and prayed and suffered finally
arrived. Nelson Mandela, F.W. de Klerk and
other leaders formally endorsed the transi-
tional constitution, a bill of rights, and other
agreements achieved during nearly 2 years
of hard negotiations. And this April, the peo-
ple of South Africa, all races together, will
go to the polls for the first time in three cen-
turies. We urge those who are not participat-
ing in this historic process to do so.

This is a moment of great hope for South
Africa and its supporters around the world
but also a moment of great uncertainty. Dec-
ades of institutionalized segregation in South
Africa have left a bitter legacy of division,
of poverty, of illiteracy, of unemployment.
For South Africa’s democratic transition to
succeed, the first post-apartheid government
will need the resources to combat those con-
ditions. The South African people have de-
clared their determination to confront the
challenge of change in order to pursue a bet-
ter future. I am determined that our Nation
will stand by them as they face the difficult
challenges ahead. The bill I’m about to sign
will help to ensure that those resources are
available. It lifts our remaining economic
sanctions and gives South Africa access to the
resources of the international financial insti-

tutions. It urges all our State and local gov-
ernments and private entities to end their
economic restrictions on South Africa as well.

Through these and other steps, this bill
will help South Africa expand the prosperity
of its entire population, but removing sanc-
tions will not be enough. Americans who
have been so active in toppling the pillars
of apartheid must remain committed to
building South Africa’s nonracial market de-
mocracy.

For this reason, I’ve asked Secretary of
Commerce Ron Brown to lead a mission to
South Africa to explore trade and investment
opportunities, particularly with South Afri-
ca’s black private sector. I am pleased that
Ruth Harkin, our president and CEO of the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation,
along with many private sector leaders, will
be going as a part of the delegation. I deeply
appreciate the bipartisan support this bill re-
ceived, and I appreciate Congress’ coopera-
tion in passing it so quickly so that Secretary
Brown and the delegation could carry the
message of hope and commitment as they
travel to Johannesburg, Soweto, Cape Town
and Durban.

And now, with great pleasure, I sign into
law this act celebrating the triumph of the
human spirit, the perseverance of the South
African people, the dream of freedom’s new
dawn, and the commitment of the American
people to see that dream come true. Nkosi
Sikelel, i’ Afrika. God bless Africa, and God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to South African President
Frederik Willhem de Klerk and African National
Congress President Nelson Mandela. H.R. 3225,
approved November 23, was assigned Public Law
No. 103–149.

Executive Order 12881—
Establishment of the National
Science and Technology Council
November 23, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
301
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of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the National Science and Technology
Council (‘‘the Council’’).

Sec. 2. Membership. The Council shall
comprise the:

(a) President, who shall serve as Chairman
of the Council;

(b) Vice President;
(c) Secretary of Commerce;
(d) Secretary of Defense;
(e) Secretary of Energy;
(f) Secretary of Health and Human Serv-

ices;
(g) Secretary of State;
(h) Secretary of the Interior;
(i) Administrator, National Aeronautics

and Space Administration;
(j) Director, National Science Foundation;
(k) Director of the Office of Management

and Budget;
(l) Administrator, Environmental Protec-

tion Agency;
(m) Assistant to the President for Science

and Technology;
(n) National Security Adviser;
(o) Assistant to the President for Economic

Policy;
(p) Assistant to the President for Domestic

Policy; and
(q) Such other officials of executive de-

partments and agencies as the President
may, from time to time, designate.

Sec. 3. Meetings of the Council. The Presi-
dent or, upon his direction, the Assistant to
the President for Science and Technology
(‘‘the Assistant’’), may convene meetings of
the Council. The President shall preside over
the meetings of the Council, provided that
in his absence the Vice President, and in his
absence the Assistant, will preside.

Sec. 4. Functions. (a) The principal func-
tions of the Council are, to the extent per-
mitted by law: (1) to coordinate the science
and technology policy-making process; (2) to
ensure science and technology policy deci-
sions and programs are consistent with the
President’s stated goals; (3) to help integrate
the President’s science and technology policy
agenda across the Federal Government; (4)
to ensure science and technology are consid-
ered in development and implementation of

Federal policies and programs; and (5) to fur-
ther international cooperation in science and
technology. The Assistant may take such ac-
tions, including drafting a Charter, as may
be necessary or appropriate to implement
such functions.

(b) All executive departments and agen-
cies, whether or not represented on the
Council, shall coordinate science and tech-
nology policy through the Council and shall
share information on research and develop-
ment budget requests with the Council.

(c) The Council shall develop for submis-
sion to the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget recommendations on re-
search and development budgets that reflect
national goals. In addition, the Council shall
provide advice to the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget concerning the
agencies’ research and development budget
submissions.

(d) The Assistant will, when appropriate,
work in conjunction with the Assistant to the
President for Economic Policy, the Assistant
to the President for Domestic Policy, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget, and the National Security Adviser.

Sec. 5. Administration. (a) The Council
will oversee the duties of the Federal Coordi-
nating Council for Science, Engineering, and
Technology, the National Space Council, and
the National Critical Materials Council.

(b) The Council may function through es-
tablished or ad hoc committees, task forces,
or interagency groups.

(c) To the extent practicable and permitted
by law, executive departments and agencies
shall make resources, including, but not lim-
ited to, personnel, office support, and print-
ing, available to the Council as requested by
the Assistant.

(d) All executive departments and agencies
shall cooperate with the Council and provide
such assistance, information, and advice to
the Council as the Council may request, to
the extent permitted by law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 23, 1993.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:50 a.m., November 24, 1993]
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NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on November 26.

Executive Order 12882—President’s
Committee of Advisors on Science
and Technology
November 23, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
301 of title 3, United States Code, and in
order to establish an advisory committee on
science and technology, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the President’s Committee of Advisors
on Science and Technology (‘‘PCAST’’).
PCAST shall be composed of not more than
16 members, one of whom shall be the As-
sistant to the President for Science and Tech-
nology (‘‘Assistant’’), and 15 of whom shall
be distinguished individuals from the non-
federal sector appointed by the President.
The nonfederal sector members shall be rep-
resentative of the diverse perspectives and
expertise in this Nation’s investments in
science and technology. The Assistant to the
President for Science and Technology shall
co-chair PCAST with a nonfederal sector
member selected by the President.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The PCAST shall
advise the President, through the Assistant,
on matters involving science and technology.

(b) In the performance of its advisory du-
ties, PCAST shall assist the National Science
and Technology Council (‘‘Council’’) in se-
curing private sector involvement in its activi-
ties.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of
executive departments and agencies shall, to
the extent permitted by law, provide PCAST
such information with respect to scientific
and technological matters as required for the
purpose of carrying out its functions.

(b) In consultation with the Assistant to
the President for Science and Technology,
PCAST is authorized to convene ad hoc
working groups to assist the Council.

(c) Members of PCAST shall serve without
any compensation for their work on PCAST.
However, members may be allowed travel

expenses, including per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence, as authorized by law for persons
serving intermittently in the government
service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707).

(d) Any expenses of PCAST shall be paid
from the funds available for the expenses of
the Office of Science and Technology Policy.

(e) The Office of Science and Technology
Policy shall provide such administrative serv-
ices as may be required.

Sec. 4. General. (a) I have determined that
the Committee shall be established in com-
pliance with the Federal Advisory Commit-
tee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.). Not-
withstanding any other Executive order, the
functions of the President under the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended, except
that of reporting to the Congress, which are
applicable to PCAST shall be performed by
the Office of Science and Technology Policy
in accordance with the guidelines and proce-
dures established by the Administrator of
General Services.

(b) PCAST shall terminate 2 years from
the date of this order unless extended prior
to that date.

(c) Executive Orders Nos. 12700, 12768,
and Section 2 of Executive Order No. 12869
are hereby revoked.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 23, 1993.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:52 a.m., November 24, 1993]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on November 26.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Chemical Weapons
Convention
November 23, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, the Con-
vention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
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tion (the ‘‘Chemical Weapons Convention’’
or CWC). The Convention includes the fol-
lowing documents, which are integral parts
thereof: the Annex on Chemicals, the Annex
on Implementation and Verification, and the
Annex on the Protection of Confidential In-
formation. The Convention was opened for
signature and was signed by the United
States at Paris on January 13, 1993. I transmit
also, for the information of the Senate, the
Report of the Department of State on the
Convention.

In addition, I transmit herewith, for the
information of the Senate, two documents
relevant to, but not part of, the Convention:
the Resolution Establishing the Preparatory
Commission for the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the
Text on the Establishment of a Preparatory
Commission (with three Annexes), adopted
by acclamation by Signatory States at Paris
on January 13, 1993. These documents pro-
vide the basis for the Preparatory Commis-
sion for the Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (Preparatory Commis-
sion), which is responsible for preparing de-
tailed procedures for implementing the Con-
vention and for laying the foundation for the
international organization created by the
Convention. In addition, the recommended
legislation necessary to implement the
Chemical Weapons Convention, environ-
mental documentation related to the Con-
vention, and an analysis of the verifiability
of the Convention consistent with Section 37
of the Arms Control and Disarmament Act,
as amended, will be submitted separately to
the Senate for its information.

The Chemical Weapons Convention is un-
precedented in its scope. The Convention
will require States Parties to destroy their
chemical weapons and chemical weapons
production facilities under the observation of
international inspectors; subject States Par-
ties’ citizens and businesses and other non-
governmental entities to its obligations; sub-
ject States Parties’ chemical industry to dec-
larations and routine inspection; and subject
any facility or location in the territory or any
other place under the jurisdiction or control
of a State Party to international inspection
to address other States Parties’ compliance
concerns.

The Chemical Weapons Convention is also
unique in the number of countries involved
in its development and committed from the
outset to its nonproliferation objectives. This
major arms control treaty was negotiated by
the 39 countries in the Geneva-based Con-
ference on Disarmament, with contributions
from an equal number of observer countries,
representing all areas of the world. To date,
more than 150 countries have signed the
Convention since it was opened for signature
in January of this year.

The complexities of negotiating a univer-
sally applicable treaty were immense. Dif-
ficult issues such as the need to balance an
adequate degree of intrusiveness, to address
compliance concerns, with the need to pro-
tect sensitive nonchemical weapons related
information and constitutional rights, were
painstakingly negotiated. The international
chemical industry, and U.S. chemical indus-
try representatives, in particular, played a
crucial role in the elaboration of landmark
provisions for the protection of sensitive
commercial and national security informa-
tion.

The implementation of the Convention
will be conducted by the Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW). The OPCW will consist of the Con-
ference of the States Parties, which will be
the overall governing body composed of all
States Parties, the 41-member Executive
Council, and the Technical Secretariat, an
international body responsible for conduct-
ing verification activities, including on-site
inspections. The OPCW will provide a forum
in and through which members can build re-
gional and global stability and play a more
responsible role in the international commu-
nity.

The Convention will enter into force 180
days after the deposit of the 65th instrument
of ratification, but not earlier than 2 years
after it was opened for signature. Thus, the
Convention can enter into force on January
13, 1995, if 65 countries have deposited their
instruments of ratification with the deposi-
tary for the Convention (the Secretary Gen-
eral of the United Nations) by July 1994. The
2-year delay before the earliest possible entry
into force of the Convention was intended
to allow Signatory States time to undertake
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the necessary national legislative and proce-
dural preparations and to provide time for
the Preparatory Commission to prepare for
implementation of the Convention.

The Convention is designed to exclude the
possibility of the use or threat of use of chem-
ical weapons, thus reflecting a significant step
forward in reducing the threat of chemical
warfare. To this end, the Convention pro-
hibits the development, production, acquisi-
tion, stockpiling, retention, and, direct or in-
direct, transfer to anyone of chemical weap-
ons; the use of chemical weapons against any-
one, including retaliatory use; the engage-
ment in any military preparations to use
chemical weapons; and the assistance, en-
couragement, or inducement of anyone to
engage in activities prohibited to States Par-
ties. The Convention also requires all chemi-
cal weapons to be declared, declarations to
be internationally confirmed, and all chemi-
cal weapons to be completely eliminated
within 10 years after its entry into force (15
years in extraordinary cases), with storage
and destruction monitored through on-site
international inspection. The Convention
further requires all chemical weapons pro-
duction to cease within 30 days of the entry
into force of the Convention for a State Party
and all chemical weapons production facili-
ties to be eliminated (or in exceptional cases
of compelling need, and with the permission
of the Conference of the States Parties, con-
verted to peaceful purposes). Cessation of
production, and destruction within 10 years
after the entry into force of the Convention
(or conversion and peaceful production), will
be internationally monitored through on-site
inspection.

In addition, the Convention prohibits the
use of riot control agents as a method of war-
fare, reaffirms the prohibition in inter-
national law on the use of herbicides as a
method of warfare, and provides for the pos-
sibility for protection against and assistance
in the event of use or threat of use of chemi-
cal weapons against a State Party. The Ad-
ministration is reviewing the impact of the
Convention’s prohibition on the use of riot
control agents as a method of warfare on Ex-
ecutive Order No. 11850, which specifies the
current policy of the United States with re-
gard to the use of riot control agents in war.

The results of the review will be submitted
separately to the Senate.

The Convention contains a number of pro-
visions that make a major contribution to our
nonproliferation objectives. In addition to
verification of the destruction of chemical
weapons, the Convention provides a regime
for monitoring relevant civilian chemical in-
dustry facilities through declaration and in-
spection requirements. States Parties are also
prohibited from providing any assistance to
anyone to engage in activities, such as the
acquisition of chemical weapons, prohibited
by the Convention. Exports to non-States
Parties of chemicals listed in the Convention
are prohibited in some instances and subject
to end-user assurances in others. Imports of
some chemicals from non-States Parties are
also banned. These restrictions will also serve
to provide an incentive for countries to be-
come parties as soon as possible. Finally,
each State Party is required to pass penal
legislation prohibiting individuals and busi-
nesses and other nongovernmental entities
from engaging in activities on its territory or
any other place under its jurisdiction that are
prohibited to States Parties. Such penal legis-
lation must also apply to the activities of each
State Party’s citizens, wherever the activities
occur. Through these provisions, the Con-
vention furthers the important goal of pre-
venting the proliferation of chemical weap-
ons, while holding out the promise of their
eventual worldwide elimination.

The Convention contains two verification
regimes to enhance the security of States
Parties to the Convention and limit the possi-
bility of clandestine chemical weapons pro-
duction, storage, and use. The first regime
provides for a routine monitoring regime in-
volving declarations, initial visits, systematic
inspections of declared chemical weapons
storage, production and destruction facilities,
and routine inspections of the relevant civil-
ian chemical industry facilities. The second
regime, challenge inspections, allows a State
Party to have an international inspection con-
ducted of any facility or location in the terri-
tory or any other place under the jurisdiction
or control of another State Party in order to
clarify and resolve questions of possible non-
compliance. The Convention obligates the
challenged State Party to accept the inspec-
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tion and to make every reasonable effort to
satisfy the compliance concern. At the same
time, the Convention provides a system for
the inspected State Party to manage access
to a challenged site in a manner that allows
for protection in its national security, propri-
etary, and constitutional concerns. In addi-
tion, the Convention contains requirements
for the protection of confidential information
obtained by the OPCW.

The Convention prohibits reservations to
the Articles. However, the CWC allows res-
ervations to the Annexes so long as they are
compatible with the object and purpose of
the Convention. This structure prevents
States Parties from modifying their fun-
damental obligations, as some countries, in-
cluding the United States, did with regard
to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 when they
attached reservations preserving the right to
retaliate with chemical weapons. At the same
time, it allows States Parties some flexibility
with regard to the specifics of their imple-
mentation of the Convention.

Beyond the elimination of chemical weap-
ons, the Chemical Weapons Convention is
of major importance in providing a founda-
tion for enhancing regional and global stabil-
ity, a forum for promoting international co-
operation and responsibility, and a system for
resolution of national concerns.

I believe that the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention is in the best interests of the United
States. Its provisions will significantly
strengthen United States, allied and inter-
national security, and enhance global and re-
gional stability. Therefore, I urge the Senate
to give early and favorable consideration to
the Convention, and to give advice and con-
sent to its ratification as soon as possible in
1994.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 23, 1993.

Nomination for Chief Financial
Officer and Inspector General at the
Defense Department
November 23, 1993

The President announced today that he
has nominated Richard F. Keevey to be the
Chief Financial Officer of the Department
of Defense and Stephen M. Ryan to be the
Department’s Inspector General.

‘‘We must ensure that our Nation’s de-
fense dollars are spent frugally, and that the
vast operations of the Pentagon are managed
in the most efficient manner possible,’’ said
the President. ‘‘Under Secretary Aspin’s
leadership, great strides have been taken to-
wards eliminating waste and fraud, and en-
suring the most cost-effective procurement
and management processes possible. With a
seasoned manager like Richard Keevey and
an experienced investigator like Stephen
Ryan on board, those efforts will progress
even further.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the State Dinner for
President Kim Yong-sam of South
Korea
November 23, 1993

Mr. President, Mrs. Kim, distinguished
guests, 4 months ago the First Lady and I
were deeply honored by the warm hospitality
that the President and Mrs. Kim extended
to us during our visit to Korea, including a
memorable state dinner at Korea’s Blue
House. Tonight it is our pleasure to welcome
President and Mrs. Kim to the first state din-
ner we’ve held here at the White House.

Mr. President, your leadership for democ-
racy and your great personal sacrifice in the
cause of democracy in Korea has been an
inspiration to freedom-loving people around
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the world. And you have provided leadership,
as well, for your country’s remarkable eco-
nomic performance which has made Korea
a model for other nations. Terrain that once
was bomb-scarred and war-ravaged today
supports modern factories and new sky-
scrapers. In just 33 years, Korea’s output has
increased an astounding 100-fold.

The optimism and perseverance that have
made South Korea great can also be found
in abundance here in our Korean-American
community. Over 1 million Korean-Ameri-
cans today are contributing greatly to the dy-
namism of our American life. They are build-
ing bonds of cooperation across an ocean of
opportunity, bonds that will serve our two
nations well as we meet the many challenges
that face us both in the years ahead.

For 43 years, Mr. President, America and
Korea have stood shoulder to shoulder to
preserve security on the peninsula. Today,
new challenges such as North Korea’s nu-
clear program continue to demand our vigi-
lance and our determined effort. But they
also demand that we demonstrate vision. You
and I share a vision, Mr. President, a vision
of a Korea at peace and one day reunited
on terms acceptable to the Korean people.

During my visit to Korea in July, I was
moved not only by the beauty of the ‘‘Land
of the Morning Calm’’ but also by the spirit
of the people. When I visited Seoul, I gained
a better appreciation of the scope of Korea’s
economic success, the miracle on the Han.
When I stood on the somber bridge at the
Point of No Return, I gained a deeper appre-
ciation for Korea’s continuing security chal-
lenges. When I spoke to the National Assem-
bly, I gained an inspiring appreciation of Ko-
rea’s commitment to democracy. And when
I went jogging with President Kim, I gained
a fresh appreciation for the warmth, the
vigor, and the endurance of Korea’s leader.

President Kim, it is with great admiration
for you and for the people of Korea that I
invite everyone here to join me in a toast
to you and to the Republic of Korea. May
democracy continue to flourish there, and
may the dream of peaceful reunification on
the Korean Peninsula soon become a reality.

To President and Mrs. Kim and the people
of the Republic of Korea. Hear, hear.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:38 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters at the Thanksgiving
Turkey Presentation Ceremony
November 24, 1993

The President. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen and boys and girls. It’s good to
see you here. I want to especially thank Con-
gresswoman Leslie Byrne for joining us,
along with Stuart Proctor, the National Tur-
key Federation president, and the turkey,
clapping for the president—[laughter]—
Thomas Bross, the chairman of the federa-
tion and a turkey farmer from Pennsylvania
who raised this year’s Thanksgiving turkey,
and the National Turkey Federation staff. Fi-
nally, I want to welcome the fourth-grade
students who are here from Springfield Es-
tates Elementary School in Springfield, Vir-
ginia. Welcome to all of you. I’m glad you’re
here for Thanksgiving.

As President, this is my first year to have
the honor of accepting the annual Thanks-
giving turkey and granting the turkey the an-
nual Presidential pardon. [Laughter] After
this ceremony, this turkey will retire to a
1930’s working farm replica in Northern Vir-
ginia.

We’ve come together today to have a little
fun but also to express our gratitude in this
Thanksgiving season for God’s many bless-
ings, a time to impress upon younger people
the heritage of our Nation and the commit-
ment we all have to justice and freedom and
peace.

It’s also a time to reach out in service to
others not as fortunate as we are. In a few
hours, Hillary and I will visit the new Cov-
enant Baptist Church here in Washington
where church members and homeless fami-
lies are coming together to prepare a Thanks-
giving dinner. Thanksgiving, when we all
bask in the generosity and hospitality of our
own family and friends, reminds us that we
also belong to a larger community full of peo-
ple who often are not as fortunate as we are.

It’s a time to value those things and to re-
member how strong we are when we come
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together to overcome adversity. In the last
few months I’ve had a chance to spend a
lot of time in the Middle West, dealing with
the floods and their aftermath, and then last
Sunday I went to church in California with
two dozen people who went through the hor-
rible trauma of the wildfires in the West. And
I saw again what people can do when they
pull together and remember that we are all
in this together.

Tomorrow, I’ll have the great good fortune
of celebrating Thanksgiving with my family,
reflecting on the past year and looking to the
future. I’ll have the chance to say a prayer
of thanks for the many blessings that I have
enjoyed. I ask all of you to do that. I wish
you well on this Thanksgiving and to remem-
ber also our continuing obligations for our
fellow Americans who don’t have many of
the things we take for granted. Together we
can make this country stronger and have even
more to be thankful for next Thanksgiving.

Thank you very much. [Applause] And
thank you for the applause.

Somebody pointed out this morning that
this may not be the only turkey I’ve had in
my administration, but this is one I will cer-
tainly set free. [Laughter]

[At this point, the President spoke with the
children.]

Turkey Presentation

The President. I’m experienced in this.
I come from the fourth largest turkey-grow-
ing State in the country .

Q. Is this your first Presidential pardon?
The President. It is my first Presidential

pardon.
Q. You’re going into great detail over

this—[inaudible]
The President. Yes, we were talking to

the kids about the turkey. This is a very well
behaved turkey.

Q. We were hoping for something better,
actually.

The President. I asked the gentleman
who raised him, you know, if they went to
any trouble, any extra effort to raise him, and
he said that they had spent a lot of time han-
dling him, so he’s more comfortable around
people.

Q. Were you concerned at all about this,
because this has some ridiculous aspects for
a President——

The President. So many of my prede-
cessors have participated in this—[inaudi-
ble]. I actually didn’t mind it. I think it’s kind
of funny, and it’s an annual ritual. As I said,
it’s a little easier for me because I’ve been
around turkeys all my life. I didn’t mean it
like that—[laughter]—and I come from a
State that grows a lot of turkeys. We also
have a huge wild turkey population at home,
too, so it’s not as alien an experience for me
as it would be for some people.

Q. Do you think the Founding Fathers
made the right choice not choosing a turkey
as the national bird?

Q. You know Franklin proposed it. He
really did.

The President. Yes, he did. Well, actually,
let me tell you—but what Franklin meant—
wild turkeys, and they’re quite beautiful, if
you’ve ever seen them. They’re bottom
heavy, like a regular turkey, but they’re quite
beautiful. And they can go from zero to 35
miles an hour in no time, something most
people don’t know, an amazing creature to
see operate in the woods. And being out
there in the woods on an early November
or December morning, listening to the tur-
keys, actually, in our State, it’s turkey season
earlier.

Q. Does this remind you of any of the
Members of Congress you’ve been dealing
with in the last—[laughter]—

Q. Speaking of that, what’s the latest——

Brady Bill
Q. What’s the latest on the Brady bill?
The President. I don’t know. Senator

Mitchell has put a very, I think, good offer
on the table. He has offered, with my strong
support, to put in a separate bill as soon as
they come back, several provisions of the
Brady bill that we don’t think would weaken
the bill that Senator Dole wanted, one of
which deals with the automation of records
and when that could supplant the waiting pe-
riod, when the records are automated, that
67 Senators voted for before, including Sen-
ator Dole. One deals with giving them what
they wanted, which was a 4-year instead of
5-year time period, with an extra year it could
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be extended at the Attorney General’s discre-
tion. And I think there’s another change in
there. Senator Mitchell has gone the extra
mile, and I have authorized him to say that
I will strongly support the legislation so that
it would permit the Senate Republicans to
give up on the filibuster and send the Brady
bill to us now and we could give it to the
American people for Thanksgiving. That’s
what I think they ought to do, but we’ll just
have to see. I certainly hope they——

Q. Why do you think the Republicans are
so adamant?

The President. I don’t know. I think
they’re just—[inaudible]. I don’t know. Peo-
ple who don’t want the bill are holding it
hostage. We should have done this long ago.
It’s an important first step in trying to get
ahold of gun violence in this country and
make our streets safer and enable our police
officers to do their jobs better. And we now
have the support of 80 percent of the Amer-
ican people and a big majority in the Senate.
We know we have over 60 Senators prepared
to vote for this bill, but the political gridlock
is holding one more than 40 of them. In the
filibuster system, you know, 41 percent of
the Senate can prevent a bill from coming
to a vote. I think it’s a terrible mistake, and
I hope we can break out of it today.

Q. What kind of a political price are the
Republicans going to pay for this, after citing
the statistics they used——

The President. Well, I think the American
people want us to act. I think they do not
want this to be a partisan political issue. I
think the safety of our streets has become
also a national security issue. I think the
American people want us to act. And I don’t
want to make it a partisan issue. I have bent
over backwards not to. I want to work with
the Republicans on the crime bill. I want to
put another 100,000 police officers on the
street. I want that assault weapons ban. I
don’t think it ought to be a partisan issue.
But their partisan filibuster is making it a par-
tisan issue, and I think that it’s a mistake for
them to do it. But we’re going to keep work-
ing as hard as we can. I still think we’ve got
a chance to get it done, and I hope that the
American people will be supportive. I know
they are; that’s what they’re hearing out
there. We’ve just got to keep on plugging.

Q. Hasn’t it become personal, also, Mr.
President? Senator Dole thinks he was sand-
bagged by the Democrats.

The President. Well, I know he thinks
that, and I don’t want to get into this, because
I can’t—I mean, he says that, but this has
nothing to do with the underlying merits.
This is either a good bill or not a good bill,
number one. Number two, the Republicans
on the conference committee were not even
on the regular committee, and they were
people who had no intention of voting for
the Brady bill if all the changes they wanted
were adopted. So the Democrats argued that
they felt that they didn’t know what they
were supposed to talk about with people who
weren’t going to vote for it regardless and
who weren’t even on the committee that had
jurisdiction of the Brady bill. So you can hear
arguments on both sides about that, but
that’s irrelevant, that’s irrelevant.

This is a good thing for the American peo-
ple. It’s a good first step. It’s the right thing
to do. If you stay around these battles now,
and you’ve been through all of the stuff we’ve
been through just in the last year, all of us—
if you go around letting your personal feel-
ings get in the way of doing the public inter-
est, we’d never get anything done around
here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks at the Covenant Baptist
Church
November 24, 1993

The President. Thank you. First of all, let
me say to you, Pastor, and to the whole staff
and family of Covenant Baptist Church, I
thank you for taking us in here and letting
us be a part of what Hillary and I have always
done at Thanksgiving, being a part of some
ministry to take Thanksgiving to people who
would otherwise not have it. I want to also
thank the Coalition for the Homeless that’s
working with you for the work that they have
done to try to turn homelessness into a tem-
porary condition by moving people through
shelters into having the skills and the
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strength and the power to take control of
their own lives.

I think it’s important that the people of
America know, all the people of America
know, that in our cities where people have
many problems, most of the people who live
there are good, God-fearing, law-abiding,
hard-working people who are doing things
like this to help their friends and neighbors
and who want things to work better.

So my commitment to you is to do what
I can as President to help you succeed here,
in your church and on your streets. And I
hope that all Americans on this Thanksgiving,
including many Americans like me and Hil-
lary and our family who have more than they
could ever have asked for, will take some
time out to work, as you are working, so that
other people who don’t have so much can
also have something to be thankful for on
Thanksgiving and throughout the year.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
[At this point, the President and Mrs. Clinton
were presented with T-shirts.]

The President. Let me say one other
thing, Reverend Wiley. I like this church also
because you’ve got a husband and wife team
here who are both pastors, both pastors of
this church, and making this thing work as
a family, along with your distinguished father
who preceded you in the pulpit. Reverend
Wiley, it’s good to see you. And we like to
see people working together like this and all
of you doing that. I appreciate it and respect
it very much. Thank you for your service and
your ministry. I’ll wear this jogging. Thank
you.

Brady Bill
Q. Mr. President, did you get a deal on

the Brady bill?
The President. It looks like the Brady bill

is going to be passed any minute, and I am
very happy. Right before I left to come over
here, it appeared that an agreement could
be reached between Senator Mitchell and
Senator Dole to end the Republican fili-
buster of the Brady bill. I am elated. It is
a wonderful Thanksgiving present for the
American people. It will enable us nation-
wide for the first time in history to check
people who are trying to buy handguns for

their age, for their mental health history, for
their criminal history. It will be a beginning
in what must be a long and relentless assault
on the problems of crime and violence in this
country. And we are beginning. It’s a great
Thanksgiving present, and next year I look
forward to passing the crime bill and to con-
tinuing to do this work for as long as I’m
in this job. It’s very important.

We’re going to rebuild the families, the
neighborhoods, the communities, the
schools, and safety and security, from the
grassroots up. This is the first step. I am very
happy. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Dennis and Christine
Wiley, pastors, Covenant Baptist Church.

Teleconference on the Passage of the
Brady Bill and an Exchange With
Reporters
November 24, 1993

Q. How soon do you think for the signing,
Mr. President?

The President. Early next week, I hope.
We’re working on it.

Q. And what about the compromise? Were
you satisfied with the kind of compromise
the Republicans want to bring to a vote?

The President. They asked for the right
to bring it to a vote and to know that it
wouldn’t be vetoed if they could pass it. We
all agreed, all of us together, that that was
acceptable.

Q. Do you think the Republicans were
afraid to go home to their districts this week-
end without reaching some kind of agree-
ment?

The President. I think the American peo-
ple would have been real disappointed if
Congress had gone home without this bill.
And I think they’ll be very happy now. It’s
a great Thanksgiving present.
[At this point, the telephone conversation
began.]

The President. Hello, Senator Mitchell,
how are you doing? Mr. Speaker?

Senator Mitchell. [Inaudible]
The President. You sure are. I told you

last night, see.

VerDate 08-JUN-98 15:00 Jun 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P47NO4.026 INET01 PsN: INET01



2460 Nov. 24 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

Senator Mitchell. [Inaudible]
The President. Well, we are delighted. I

am here with the Vice President, Attorney
General Reno, and Jim and Sarah Brady in
the Oval Office, and we’re all happy as can
be. And we thank you very much for a won-
derful session of Congress and a wonderful
ending.

Senator Mitchell. [Inaudible]—back to
health care next year.

Speaker Foley. A lot of work to be done
next year, Mr. President, we’re going to look
forward to working with you on.

The President. And we’re ready to roll,
and we’re very grateful to you. Have a good
Thanksgiving and a good Christmas.

Speaker Foley. I’d like to put on Bob
Michel here just to say a word to you.

Senator Mitchell. And Bob Dole as
well——

The President. Please do.
Senator Mitchell. ——without whose co-

operation we could not have achieved this
result today.

Representative Michel. Hi, Mr. Presi-
dent, this is Bob Michel speaking.

The President. Hello, Bob.
Senator Dole. Bob Dole——
The President. Hi, Bob. Thank you both

very much.
Senator Dole. Well, we think it was kind

of a capstone of the whole session to get the
Brady bill behind us. As I indicated yester-
day, I thought we could do it if we just hung
in there.

The President. Well, it worked out and
all of us are very pleased and very grateful.
And I’m especially glad that we’re ending this
session on two measures where there was
substantial bipartisan support for the
progress that we’re making. And I’m very ap-
preciative of it, grateful to both of you. I hope
you have a good holiday.

Senator Dole. Same to you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

Representative Michel. Yeah, thank you
very much, Mr. President.

The President. Take care of that shoulder,
Bob.

Representative Michel. [Inaudible]—I
would have to agree with the assessment. It
got confrontational at times, but it’s nice to
leave in an amicable mood when we’re talk-

ing the same language. We’ll be back next
year.

The President. Can’t wait to see you.
Representative Michel. Happy Thanks-

giving to both you and Mrs. Clinton.
The President. Thank you.
Speaker Foley. Goodbye, sir.
The President. Goodbye, Mr. Speaker.
Senator Mitchell. Okay, thank you again,

Mr. President. Have a good Thanksgiving.
The President. Thank you, Senator

Mitchell.
Senator Mitchell. Talk to you soon.
The President. Bye-bye.

[At this point, the telephone conversation
ended.]

The President. I would just like to say
before we leave, on behalf of the Vice Presi-
dent and the Attorney General and myself,
that we believe very passionately in the Brady
bill, as all of you who were involved in the
campaign know, that I spoke about it at every
campaign stop and every country crossroads
in this country. But none of this would have
ever happened if it hadn’t been for the cour-
age and dedication and constancy of Jim and
Sarah Brady. They worked for 7 years for
this day. This is their victory, and I’m glad
to be a small part of it.

And I hope that it means what I believe
it does, which is that the American people
are serious about our doing something about
mindless violence, about the terrible condi-
tions under which our young people are la-
boring, where so many of the children are
being shot, weapons of mass destruction that
they shouldn’t even have in the cities or any-
where else in this country. And I hope this
is the beginning of our effort to rebuild the
fabric of this country from the grassroots up.

Our administration is dedicated to that.
The Attorney General has spent her life
working on it. And if this is the beginning
of what I think it is, then the entire Nation
owes Jim and Sarah Brady even more than
for the Brady bill; they have changed the
focus of our Nation. It’s high time. It took
them too many years to do it. What a wonder-
ful Thanksgiving for them. And we are thank-
ful for them. Thank you very much.
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James Brady. Thank you, Mr. President.
[Inaudible]

[At this point, Sarah Brady thanked the
President and Members of Congress for their
help in passing the Brady bill.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Former White
House Press Secretary James Brady was wounded
in the 1981 assassination attempt on President
Ronald Reagan. His wife, Sarah, is head of Hand-
gun Control, Inc. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Nomination for
Commander in Chief of the United
States Southern Command
November 24, 1993

I am pleased to announce that I have nom-
inated Lt. Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey to suc-
ceed Gen. George A. Joulwan as Com-
mander in Chief of U.S. Southern Command
and for promotion to the rank of General,
United States Army.

Lieutenant General McCaffrey has had a
long and brilliant career spanning nearly
three decades. He has served our Nation
proudly in four combat tours and in seven
foreign nations. As commanding general of
the 24th Infantry Division, he deployed the
division to Saudi Arabia and led it on combat
missions essential to the success of Operation
Desert Storm. In addition, his performance
in sensitive and demanding staff positions in
Washington, including his current role as Di-
rector for Strategic Plans and Policy, Joint
Staff, has distinguished him as one of our
Nation’s foremost military analysts and strat-
egists. He has fully demonstrated both the
military expertise and political acumen need-
ed to fill one of our most strategically impor-
tant postings.

I have asked Lieutenant General McCaf-
frey to apply his considerable talents to en-
hancing the important security relationships
we have developed with our neighbors in the
region, to refining the role of the U.S. South-

ern Command in hemispheric affairs, and to
continuing the outstanding work done by
General Joulwan. I have the utmost trust and
confidence in his ability to do so.

Statement on the Technology
Reinvestment Project
November 24, 1993

We’re putting the people and expertise
that helped America win the cold war to work
on restoring America’s industrial competi-
tiveness. We are bringing together private in-
dustry, State and local governments, and
community colleges to form technology de-
ployment alliances. Together they will see to
it that small manufacturers have access to the
latest and best information, techniques,
equipment, and know-how.

The TRP’s industrial outreach program is
designed to promote the best in American
manufacturing practices and expertise. We
mean to recreate in industrial America the
same success that the agricultural extension
programs had in making America number
one in agriculture. The States have pioneered
programs to apply technology to industrial
needs. With a Federal partner, these pro-
grams can help smaller defense firms adjust
and compete in commercial markets. The
goal is a simple one: more jobs for American
workers.

NOTE: This statement was part of a White House
announcement on naming a second group of
awards in the technology reinvestment program.

Statement on Signing the
Unemployment Compensation
Amendments of 1993
November 24, 1993

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
3167, the ‘‘Unemployment Compensation
Amendments of 1993.’’ This legislation will
provide the unemployed and their families
with important assistance by extending eligi-
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bility for the Emergency Unemployment
Compensation (EUC) program to individuals
exhausting their regular unemployment ben-
efits. EUC benefits would be extended from
last October 2 through February 5 of next
year. In addition, the legislation will acceler-
ate the reemployment of workers by requir-
ing the establishment of a worker profiling
system in each State to link workers most
likely to experience long-term unemploy-
ment with effective job search assistance.

There are some important signs that the
economy continues to improve and that a job
recovery is underway. In the first 9 months
of my Administration, our economy has cre-
ated 1.3 million private sector jobs, which is
more than were created in the previous 4
years combined. With the solid foundation
provided by the enactment of the economic
program this summer, I believe the economy
will continue to grow and create more new
jobs.

However, the improvement in the econ-
omy is not yet solid enough to justify dis-
continuing the EUC program. It is therefore
appropriate that we extend EUC to provide
support to help unemployed workers pay
their grocery bills and other living expenses
while they seek new employment.

Just providing income support to the un-
employed is not enough. The Administration
is committed to moving from the present sys-
tem that simply buffers the pain of unem-
ployment toward a new system that speeds
displaced workers into reemployment. The
critical first step in this transformation is the
requirement in this Act that States establish
a worker profiling system.

Under these systems, workers filing for un-
employment benefits who have permanently
lost their jobs and are likely to need reem-
ployment services would be identified early
in their period of unemployment. These
workers would then be referred to, and of-
fered, job search assistance. There is strong
evidence from demonstration projects in
New Jersey and other States that such sys-
tems reduce the period of unemployment ex-
perienced by these workers as well as the
associated costs and pain of such unemploy-
ment. In short, the workers benefit through
earlier reemployment, the Federal Govern-
ment benefits through reduced unemploy-

ment insurance costs and increased tax re-
ceipts, and the economy benefits through in-
creased productivity.

I believe these worker profiling systems
will make a real difference and provide new
opportunities for unemployed workers. We
will build upon this approach in proposing
a comprehensive reemployment program
early next year that will provide displaced
workers with greatly enhanced access to
early, effective, and comprehensive services.

In combining the requirement for worker
profiling systems with the extension of EUC,
H.R. 3167 makes a significant down payment
on systemic reform and contributes to en-
hancing the economic security of American
workers.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 24, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 3167, approved November 24, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–152.

Proclamation 6629—National
Adoption Week, 1993 and 1994
November 24, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation’s families are the guardians

and first teachers of our most valuable re-
source and our primary responsibility—our
children. Unfortunately, too many children
do not have the opportunity to live and flour-
ish in a family of their own. They have been
orphaned, abandoned, neglected, or abused.
They have been denied the protection and
nurturing that a loving family environment
can best provide. Now is the time to break
the grip of the great crisis of the spirit that
has far too long held our Nation. Now we
can begin to bring about a change. There
is much for each of us to contribute.

During National Adoption Week, it is vi-
tally important for all of us to recognize the
joys adoption can bring to the lives of chil-
dren who are in need. For children who have
been deprived of belonging to a secure, lov-
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ing, and permanent home, an adoptive family
can provide the most important ingredient
in a child’s life—love.

This Thanksgiving week, families across
America will gather to give thanks to God
for the blessings we all enjoy as individuals
and as a Nation. Children who have no per-
manent families, who are waiting to be
adopted, may not have as much to be thank-
ful for this year. At this happy time of family
celebration, we must not forget the children
for whom the affection of a family remains
only a dream.

These children have so much to offer.
They deserve our best efforts to remove the
public and private barriers to their adoption
into permanent, loving families. We must
reach out to the many Americans who long
for children to love, and we must find homes
for the thousands of children who are waiting
for adoptive parents to take them into their
lives and into their hearts. And we must also
acknowledge the unselfish sacrifice made by
many birth parents to ensure a better life
for their child.

Every effort should be made to inform the
public and prospective parents that there are
many thousands of children available for
adoption. We must involve the media, private
and public agencies, adoptive parents, advo-
cacy groups, civic and church groups, and
businesses. We must ask them to provide
publicity and information to heighten com-
munity awareness of the crucial needs of
these children and of all those who work tire-
lessly to place them in loving families.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of No-
vember 21, 1993, and the week of November
20, 1994, as National Adoption Week. I call
upon all Americans to observe these weeks
with appropriate programs, activities, and
ceremonies.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-three, and of the Independ-

ence of the United States of America the two
hundred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:35 a.m., November 26, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 29.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Caribbean Basin Initiative
November 24, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the first report of the

operation of the Caribbean Basin Initiative.
This report is prepared pursuant to the re-
quirements of section 214 of the Caribbean
Basin Economic Recovery Expansion Act of
1990 (19 U.S.C. 2702(f)).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 24, 1993.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 20
In the morning, the President attended

meetings with APEC leaders at the Tillicum
Village Lodge on Blake Island in Seattle,
WA. Following a working lunch hosted by
the President, they resumed their meetings
until the late afternoon.

In the early evening, the President trav-
eled to San Francisco, CA, and in the late
evening, he traveled to Pasadena, CA, where
he remained overnight.
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November 21
In the morning, the President went to the

Pasadena Presbyterian Church where he met
with congregation members and neighbors to
discuss their experiences from the California
fires that occurred in October. Following the
meeting, he attended church services and the
‘‘Alternative Christmas Festival.’’

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Los Angeles and then returned to Washing-
ton, DC, in the late evening.

November 24
In the morning, the President went jog-

ging with President Kim of South Korea. In
the afternoon, he met with British novelist
Salman Rushdie in the Old Executive Office
Building.

In the late afternoon, the President and
Hillary and Chelsea Clinton went to Camp
David, MD, for the holiday weekend.

November 26
The White House announced the Presi-

dent has invited seven Central American
leaders to a breakfast meeting at the White
House on November 30.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted November 19

Peter S. Knight,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Communica-
tions Satellite Corporation until the date of
the annual meeting of the corporation in
1996, vice James B. Edwards.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released November 22
Memorandum on the ‘‘Health Security Act
of 1993’’

Released November 23
Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Communications Mark Gearan and Assistant
to the President for Legislative Affairs How-
ard Paster
Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the 1993 congressional session
wrap-up
Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on White House restoration
Announcement of nomination of six U.S.
marshals
Listing of Members of Congress meeting
with the President

Released November 24
Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary
of Commerce Ron Brown and Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense Bill Perry
Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Development, Production, Stockpiling
and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their
Destruction
Announcement on the President’s Thanks-
giving weekend at Camp David
Fact sheet on the national Thanksgiving tur-
key
Fact sheet on the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention
Announcement on the second group of
award selections of the technology reinvest-
ment program
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved November 23

H.R. 3225 / Public Law 103–149
South African Democratic Transition Sup-
port Act of 1993

S.J. Res. 19 / Public Law 103–150
To acknowledge the 100th anniversary of the
January 17, 1893 overthrow of the Kingdom
of Hawaii, and to offer an apology to Native
Hawaiians on behalf of the United States for
the overthrow of the Kingdom of Hawaii

Approved November 24

H.R. 2677 / Public Law 103–151
To authorize the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution to plan, design, and
construct the West Court of the National
Museum of Natural History building

H.R. 3167 / Public Law 103–152
Unemployment Compensation Amendments
of 1993

H.J. Res. 79 / Public Law 103–153
To authorize the President to issue a procla-
mation designating the week beginning on

November 21, 1993, and November 20,
1994, as ‘‘National Family Week’’

H.J. Res. 159 / Public Law 103–154
To designate the month of November in
1993 and 1994 as ‘‘National Hospice Month’’

S. 654 / Public Law 103–155
To amend the Indian Environmental Gen-
eral Assistance Program Act of 1992 to ex-
tend the authorization of appropriations

S. 1490 / Public Law 103–156
United States Grain Standards Act Amend-
ments of 1993

S.J. Res. 55 / Public Law 103–157
To designate the periods commencing on
November 28, 1993, and ending on Decem-
ber 4, 1993, and commencing on November
27, 1994, and ending on December 3, 1994,
as ‘‘National Home Care Week’’

S.J. Res. 129 / Public Law 103–158
To authorize the placement of a memorial
cairn in Arlington National Cemetery, Ar-
lington, Virginia, to honor the 270 victims of
the terrorist bombing of Pan Am Flight 103
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