
2540 Dec. 6 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

then it slips back. So, I wish I had a more
hopeful scenario. I can tell you the United
States is involved in it, that we are keeping
up very closely with events, and we are doing
our best to try to bring the conflict to a
peaceful conclusion.

Prime Minister Gonzalez. I was in An-
gola just before the last elections, and it
would seem that the international commu-
nity has taken a firm decision to move for-
ward respecting the results of any truly free
and fair elections. The international commu-
nity recognized that those elections were free
and fair and that the results should thus be
respected.

However, one of the parties in Angola did
not respect the elections and were probably
one of the bloodiest—[inaudible]—of the
civil war that ever existed. So internationally,
I think we need a high degree of coordination
to try to get both parties to simply stop and
try to help the country get back on the track
of economic development. It’s a country with
tremendous resources and has tremendous
economic potential. We haven’t talked about
that today, but I think all of us in the inter-
national community agree that we have to
try to get those who ignored the rules of de-
mocracy in the past to respect the electoral
results.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 37th news conference
began at 2:01 p.m. at Blair House. In his remarks,
he referred to Somali warlord Mohamed Farah
Aideed. Prime Minister Gonzalez spoke in Span-
ish, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Remarks to Senior Citizens
December 6, 1993

Today we will have between 7,000 and
8,000 senior citizens going through the White
House—just today—seeing and getting the
tour and everything. So I’m glad you did it,
and Hillary and I just wanted to comment
and say hello to you and ask you just to take
a few minutes and visit with us about this
year and what we’re going to be doing next
year on the health care issue, because our
efforts to change the health care system af-

fect senior citizens about as much as any
group in the country.

And the most important things that I want-
ed to emphasize about what we’re trying to
do is first, we don’t mess up what’s all right
now. We leave Medicare alone, the way it
is, except that we add for senior citizens as
well as for working people, a prescription
drug benefit for the first time. When I ran
for President—and I spent so much time in
the New Hampshire area when I was running
and I went to countless little meetings like
this—the number one thing that people
would tell me who were on Medicare is that
they wanted a prescription drug benefit, that
it was a terrible burden. So the way that this
benefit will work is that every year there will
be a $250 deductible after which everyone’s
Medicare policy will cover the drugs that
they are prescribed plus a modest copay, a
small one.

The other thing that this does that I think
is so important is to provide some options
under long-term care. Today, there are a
couple of problems with long-term care. One
is that oftentimes people can’t get it unless
they spend themselves from Medicare down
into the Medicaid eligibility, and then often
the only option they have is a nursing home.
So, what we want to do is to keep the nursing
home option but to add in-home care, to add
community based—like boarding home—
care to the nursing home option. And we will
phase that in over a few years as we achieve
savings from the other changes in the pro-
gram. But those are the things that I think
are very, very important to our country.

The fastest growing group of Americans
are people over 80. And we know that with
proper medication people of all ages actually
are more likely to stay out of hospitals, more
likely to stay healthy, more likely to have
lower health care costs over the long run.
But that’s especially true of senior citizens.
We also know that with the fastest growing
group of people being over 80, not everybody
will be in the same condition. And more and
more people will want to have the option to
stay at home or maybe to leave for a few
hours a day and be in some sort of commu-
nity based care system. So, we think it’s really
important to move away from an undue bias
on nursing homes to let people have broader
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options. So, that’s basically what this health
care plan does.

And we’re going to do our best to try to
pass it next year and bring about some real
security for people who are—for younger
people who don’t have Medicare, the most
important thing about it is it will give them
a package of health care benefits that they
can never lose. That’s the biggest problem
for people who are insured in the system
today: they can lose their benefits. And about
100,000 Americans a month lose it perma-
nently. A lot of Americans are insured at
work, but their children aren’t insured. There
are all these problems, and those will be
fixed. But for senior citizens, the number one
benefit will be the prescription drugs and the
change in the coverage of long-term care.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to Discussions With
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide
and Prime Minister Robert Malval of
Haiti
December 6, 1993

Haiti
The President. I would like to make a

statement first. I want to welcome President
Aristide back to the White House and also
welcome Prime Minister Malval here for the
first time and the other people associated
with the effort to bring democracy back to
Haiti.

I want to reaffirm the support of the
United States for the democratic impulses of
Haiti and for the return of President Aristide.
I’d also like to compliment Prime Minister
Malval on his announcement today of his in-
tention to remain on after December 15th
as Acting Prime Minister and to try to revital-
ize and broaden the talks in Haiti within the
framework of the Governors Island Agree-
ment. The United States will support this
Haitian initiative and seek the support of the
U.N. and the OAS. We have no reason to
believe that they will not also be supportive,
and so we are looking forward to discussing

that. They just got here, and we’re going to
have discussion about that.

Q. Besides the sanctions, what steps are
you willing to take to help restore democracy
to Haiti?

The President. Well, let’s wait until we
have a meeting here. We’re going to have
a discussion about all those things, and there
will be more to say about that.

North Korea
Q. How about North Korea then, Mr.

President? Did you come to any decision in
your meeting today?

The President. We worked through the
problem, and at the end of the meeting I
authorized our folks to go back to the South
Koreans and our allies, and I expect to have
a talk with President Kim sometime in the
next 24 hours. We’ll talk a little more about
it then. I want to talk to them before I say
more.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 6634—International
Year of the Family, 1994
December 6, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Families are fundamental to the lifeblood

and strength of our world. They are the nur-
turers, caregivers, role models, teachers,
counselors, and those who instill our values.
Generation upon generation have first expe-
rienced love through family bonds. We all
must work toward the goal of preserving
these ties, society’s most valuable resource.
In recognition of the vital links that connect
us, the United States joins with other mem-
bers of the United Nations in proclaiming
1994 as the International Year of the Family.

By honoring families, we are acknowledg-
ing the crucial role that they play in develop-
ing the character of our collective commu-
nities—on the local, national, and global lev-
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