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Letter to Federal Emergency
Management Agency Director James
L. Witt on Disaster Assistance for
California
January 17, 1994

Dear Mr. Witt:
I have determined that the damage in cer-

tain areas of the State of California, resulting
from an earthquake and aftershocks on Janu-
ary 17, 1994, and continuing, is of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant a major
disaster declaration under the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (‘‘the Stafford Act’’). I, therefore,
declare that such a major disaster exists in
the State of California.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes, such amounts
as you find necessary for Federal disaster as-
sistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide Individual
Assistance and Public Assistance in the des-
ignated areas. Consistent with the require-
ment that Federal assistance be supple-
mental, any Federal funds provided under
the Stafford Act for Public Assistance will be
limited to 75 percent of the total eligible
costs except for direct Federal assistance
costs for emergency work authorized at 100
percent Federal funding for the first 72
hours.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Executive Order 12891—Advisory
Committee on Human Radiation
Experiments
January 15, 1994

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There shall
be established an Advisory Committee on
Human Radiation Experiments (the ‘‘Advi-
sory Committee’’ or ‘‘Committee’’). The Ad-

visory Committee shall be composed of not
more than 15 members to be appointed or
designated by the President. The Advisory
Committee shall comply with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended, 5
U.S.C. App. 2.

(b) The President shall designate a Chair-
person from among the members of the Ad-
visory Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) There has been es-
tablished a Human Radiation Interagency
Working Group, the members of which in-
clude the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary
of Defense, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, the Attorney General, the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the Director of Central In-
telligence, and the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget. As set forth in
paragraph (b) of this section, the Advisory
Committee shall provide to the Human Radi-
ation Interagency Working Group advice and
recommendations on the ethical and sci-
entific standards applicable to human radi-
ation experiments carried out or sponsored
by the United States Government. As used
herein, ‘‘human radiation experiments’’
means:

(1) experiments on individuals involving
intentional exposure to ionizing radi-
ation. This category does not include
common and routine clinical practices,
such as established diagnosis and treat-
ment methods, involving incidental ex-
posures to ionizing radiation;

(2) experiments involving intentional envi-
ronmental releases of radiation that (A)
were designed to test human health ef-
fects of ionizing radiation; or (B) were
designed to test the extent of human ex-
posure to ionizing radiation.

Consistent with the provisions set forth in
paragraph (b) of this section, the Advisory
Committee shall also provide advice, infor-
mation, and recommendations on the follow-
ing experiments:

(1) the experiment into the atmospheric
diffusion of radioactive gases and test of
detectability, commonly referred to as
‘‘the Green Run test,’’ by the former
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and
the Air Force in December 1949 at the
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