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Q. [Inaudible]—air strikes will be dis-
cussed tomorrow, air strikes possible tomor-
row?

The President. Good night, everybody.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 8:30
p.m. at the Au Vieux Saint Martin Restaurant. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters in Brussels
January 10, 1994

The President. As you know, we had a
good, long dinner tonight. And we talked
about only two subjects; we talked about
Russia and Bosnia. We spent the first half,
perhaps more than half the dinner, on Rus-
sia. And I basically gave a report about what
I would be doing in Russia, and they gave
me their advice about what we could do to
strengthen the process of reform, create a
system of support for people who had been
dislocated economically, how we could build
a better partnership with Russia and have the
kind of future we want, with Russia being
a great nation but a nonaggressive one. And
it was very, very helpful. I mean, they had
very keen insights, and a lot of them had just
been there, so it was helpful.

Then we talked about Bosnia at some
length. And I urged that we stay with the
present communique, the present policy,
which gives us the right to ask the U.N. for
permission to use air strikes if Sarajevo con-
tinues to be shelled. We discussed some
other options and agreed that we would have
another discussion tomorrow about it.

So I can’t say that there was any conclusion
reached except that I do believe we’ll stay
with our present policy. I think the language
in the communique will stay in, and we’ll
have some other discussions about it tomor-
row morning.

Bosnia
Q. Was there an agreement to ask the

U.N. permission to use air strikes?
The President. No, because under the

procedure, what would happen is one of the
member states would have to ask the North

Atlantic Council, our military group, to re-
view it to say it was appropriate and then
to go to the U.N. So I think, plainly, we know
that if the language stays in there and if the
shelling continues, there will have to be some
action taken.

So I think you can tell by what happens
tomorrow. If we keep the language, which
I hope and believe we will, then it’s basically
up to the behavior of those who are shelling
Sarajevo, principally the Serbs. We’ll just
have to see what happens.

Aid to Russia
Q. With regard to Russia, is there a larger

economic plan envisioned?
The President. Well, what they talked

about today was—first of all, we have quite
a large plan. We’ve got to dislodge some of
the money that we’ve committed that was
tied up in the international institutions. They
all believe that we needed a combination of
two things: We need to try to speed up the
privatization, because in the end that was the
real guarantor of reform—and Russia has
done a phenomenal job of privatizing indus-
tries, thousands just in the last year—and
secondly, that we needed some sort of social
support network, an unemployment system,
a retraining system, a system to train people
to manage and operate businesses and banks
that will enable people to deal with the dis-
locations that are coming. And that’s basically
what we talked about.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 11
p.m. in the Grand Place. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Reception in Moscow,
Russia
January 13, 1994

Thank you very much. I want to begin by
thanking Ambassador and Mrs. Pickering for
having us here tonight and for giving us all
a chance to meet and to visit in what I imag-
ine is an extraordinary and unprecedented
gathering, not only of Americans but of Rus-
sians who come from different political per-
spectives. I am told that 60 years ago at a
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Christmas Eve party here, three trained seals
went crazy in the ballroom. Now, in the
United States, when people from different
political parties get together, they sometimes
behave the same way. [Laughter] So I’m glad
to see you all getting along so well tonight.

It is a great honor for me and the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of Treasury, and all
the other members of our party to be here
with so many representatives of the new Rus-
sia. Each of you who have participated in this
new democratic process have my respect, my
admiration, and my pledge of equal partner-
ship. It is difficult for most Americans to even
imagine the size and scope of the changes
going on in your nation now. When I leave
you, I am going home to attempt to reform
our Nation’s health care system. It is a very
big job. It comprises one-seventh of our en-
tire economy. You are in the process of trans-
forming your entire economy while you de-
velop a new constitutional democracy as well.
It boggles the mind, and you have my respect
for the effort.

Over the years, over the centuries, the
Russian people have shown their greatness
in many ways: in culture, on the battlefield,
in government, in space. And now on the
brink of the 21st century, this great nation
is being called upon to redefine its greatness
again in terms that will enable your nation
to be strong and vital and alive for hundreds
of years into the future.

We live in a curious time where modern
revolutions are transforming life for the bet-
ter, revolutions in communications, in tech-
nology, and in many other areas. And yet the
oldest of society’s demons plague us still, the
hatreds of people for one another based on
their race, their ethnic group, their religion,
even the piece of ground they happen to have
been born on. In the midst of this conflict
of historic proportions, I believe that great-
ness of nations in the 21st century will be
defined by how successful they are in provid-
ing the opportunity for every man and
woman, every boy and girl living within the
nation’s borders to live up to the fullest of
their natural capacity.

If we are to have any chance at all to real-
ize that future in the world, I believe this
nation must be strong democratically and
strong economically. And I believe we will

have to write a new future for all of Europe
and create a future which, for the first time
in history, Europe is not divided by some
political line which leads to war or which is
the product of a destructive isolationism born
of past divisions.

So as I look around this room at the faces
of tomorrow’s Russia—people from different
political parties, people who are members of
the Duma and people who are governors and
people who represent local government, peo-
ple who are in private enterprises—I say to
you there is lots of room for difference of
opinion. Indeed, the world we are living in
and the world we are moving toward is so
complicated and changes so fast, all of us des-
perately need to listen to one another’s opin-
ions. But if we are to realize the measure
of the true greatness in your nation and in
mine, we must keep our devotion to democ-
racy, to a certain freedom in our economic
affairs, and to a respect for one another’s
neighbors. For greatness in the next century
will be defined not by how far we can reach
but by how well we do by the people who
live within our borders.

I came here as a friend and supporter of
the democratic changes going on in this
country. I hope that together we can make
a positive difference in a genuine and equal
partnership. But in the end, you will have
to decide your future. American support can
certainly not make all the difference, and
American direction is unwarranted. The fu-
ture is for you to write and for you to make.
But I come to say, from the bottom of my
heart, the people of the United States and
the President of the United States wish to
be your partners and your friends.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:28 p.m. at Spaso
House. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters on Signing
the Denuclearization Agreement
With Russia and Ukraine in Moscow
January 14, 1994

Q. What will be the impact of this agree-
ment on the national security of Russia?
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