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Christmas Eve party here, three trained seals
went crazy in the ballroom. Now, in the
United States, when people from different
political parties get together, they sometimes
behave the same way. [Laughter] So I’m glad
to see you all getting along so well tonight.

It is a great honor for me and the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of Treasury, and all
the other members of our party to be here
with so many representatives of the new Rus-
sia. Each of you who have participated in this
new democratic process have my respect, my
admiration, and my pledge of equal partner-
ship. It is difficult for most Americans to even
imagine the size and scope of the changes
going on in your nation now. When I leave
you, I am going home to attempt to reform
our Nation’s health care system. It is a very
big job. It comprises one-seventh of our en-
tire economy. You are in the process of trans-
forming your entire economy while you de-
velop a new constitutional democracy as well.
It boggles the mind, and you have my respect
for the effort.

Over the years, over the centuries, the
Russian people have shown their greatness
in many ways: in culture, on the battlefield,
in government, in space. And now on the
brink of the 21st century, this great nation
is being called upon to redefine its greatness
again in terms that will enable your nation
to be strong and vital and alive for hundreds
of years into the future.

We live in a curious time where modern
revolutions are transforming life for the bet-
ter, revolutions in communications, in tech-
nology, and in many other areas. And yet the
oldest of society’s demons plague us still, the
hatreds of people for one another based on
their race, their ethnic group, their religion,
even the piece of ground they happen to have
been born on. In the midst of this conflict
of historic proportions, I believe that great-
ness of nations in the 21st century will be
defined by how successful they are in provid-
ing the opportunity for every man and
woman, every boy and girl living within the
nation’s borders to live up to the fullest of
their natural capacity.

If we are to have any chance at all to real-
ize that future in the world, I believe this
nation must be strong democratically and
strong economically. And I believe we will

have to write a new future for all of Europe
and create a future which, for the first time
in history, Europe is not divided by some
political line which leads to war or which is
the product of a destructive isolationism born
of past divisions.

So as I look around this room at the faces
of tomorrow’s Russia—people from different
political parties, people who are members of
the Duma and people who are governors and
people who represent local government, peo-
ple who are in private enterprises—I say to
you there is lots of room for difference of
opinion. Indeed, the world we are living in
and the world we are moving toward is so
complicated and changes so fast, all of us des-
perately need to listen to one another’s opin-
ions. But if we are to realize the measure
of the true greatness in your nation and in
mine, we must keep our devotion to democ-
racy, to a certain freedom in our economic
affairs, and to a respect for one another’s
neighbors. For greatness in the next century
will be defined not by how far we can reach
but by how well we do by the people who
live within our borders.

I came here as a friend and supporter of
the democratic changes going on in this
country. I hope that together we can make
a positive difference in a genuine and equal
partnership. But in the end, you will have
to decide your future. American support can
certainly not make all the difference, and
American direction is unwarranted. The fu-
ture is for you to write and for you to make.
But I come to say, from the bottom of my
heart, the people of the United States and
the President of the United States wish to
be your partners and your friends.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:28 p.m. at Spaso
House. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters on Signing
the Denuclearization Agreement
With Russia and Ukraine in Moscow
January 14, 1994

Q. What will be the impact of this agree-
ment on the national security of Russia?
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President Yeltsin. We have never be-
lieved and we have never perceived that
there is any kind of danger coming our way
from Ukraine. Nevertheless, in terms of
world politics, today is an historic day where
the three Presidents have signed an agree-
ment that would eliminate nuclear arms from
the territory of Ukraine and whereby
Ukraine will be acceding the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. This
will be another important step towards get-
ting rid of nuclear weapons throughout the
world.

Q. There is an opinion that if the Ukraine
gets rid of its nuclear weapons it will lose
its authority, so to speak, among other na-
tions. What is your opinion on this, Mr. Presi-
dent?

President Clinton. Well, of course, in the
end this is a question that Ukraine has to
answer for itself, but I can only tell you what
my opinion is. My opinion is that Ukraine
will increase its authority among nations for
doing this. After all, Ukraine has enhanced
the security of the United States today by
agreeing to remove 1,500 nuclear warheads
aimed at our Nation. Ukraine has enhanced
the security of Ukraine and Russia by agree-
ing to dismantle these warheads, which
means that there is less chance of nuclear
accident, nuclear espionage, nuclear terror-
ism.

And more important, Ukraine has shown
an understanding that as we move into the
next century, the greatness of nations will be
defined by their ability to work with each
other and to develop the capacities of their
people. And I think you will now see people
all over the world more interested in working
with Ukraine in partnership because of this
very brave and visionary act. So I believe that
Ukraine is a stronger nation today for having
done this. And I think almost everyone else
in the world will believe the same thing.

Q. President Clinton, we’ve been told by
one of your aides that the timetable for this
agreement is going to remain secret. Is that
in fact the case? Are you going to at least
tell us when dismantlement of the first nu-
clear warhead in Ukraine will take place?

President Clinton. We have reached an
agreement on which details will be made
public and which will not, and today all the

things that can be made public will be made
public. We’ve been working so hard on this,
I want to be very careful about it.

Let me tell you that I am completely com-
fortable with the agreements that we have
made and with the understandings between
both Russia and Ukraine about how it will
be handled. I think it’s a very good thing for
the world and a very good thing for the
United States.

Q. What does Ukraine receive from giving
the warheads and missiles deployed in its ter-
ritory?

President Kravchuk. From the political
point of view, we get a greater security for
having signed the documents with the Presi-
dents. Both Presidents and the countries
confirm this higher change of security. And
the second point, the Ukraine confirms its
policy which was proclaimed earlier, thus in-
dicating the continual character of its policy.
And the third, Ukraine receives compensa-
tion for nuclear weapons. And the fourth,
Ukraine enters into normal relations with
other states, and this is the primary thing for
great security. I say it like that: if Ukraine
is in friendly relations, further ties with Rus-
sia and the United States, it will be secure.

NOTE: The exchange began at 8:55 a.m. in St.
Catherine Hall at the Kremlin. President Yeltsin
and President Kravchuk spoke in their native lan-
guage, and their remarks were translated by an
interpreter. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

The President’s News Conference
With President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia in Moscow
January 14, 1994

President Yeltsin. Ladies and gentlemen,
I’ll tell you the main thing now. The first
official visit paid by the President of the
United States of America Clinton to Russia
has been very fruitful. It couldn’t have been
otherwise because we know one another only
too well and we needed a great job to do
and two great hopes were placed on us by
our nations.
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