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facilities, transit and road reconstruction,
school repairs, loans to get businesses back
in business, plus funds I’ll be able to use to
respond to unanticipated needs. Congress
considered and adopted this legislation very
quickly. Democratic and Republican rep-
resentatives from California in the affected
region worked in close cooperation. Senators
Boxer and Feinstein, the House delegation,
Mayor Riordan, Governor Wilson rep-
resented the needs of the city and the States
very well. And I want to compliment the leg-
islators throughout the country for recogniz-
ing that this is a national problem and making
it a national effort.

Ultimately, the reconstruction of Los An-
gles will depend upon the resilience and the
patience of the people there. Their will has
been tested often over the last several years.
Their spirit has remained unbroken, and I’m
confident it will continue to be. Secretary
Brown is here to symbolize the ongoing ef-
fort we have had to work with the people
of California under his coordinated leader-
ship since the beginning of our administra-
tion. Just yesterday we had White House offi-
cials there working on the long-term repair
work to make sure that the people of Califor-
nia did not believe that this was just a short-
term effort on our part.

We have to continue to do this. The size
of the appropriation and the speed with
which Congress adopted it indicates the gen-
erosity of the American people when tragedy
strikes. What we now have to demonstrate
is that we have the consistency of commit-
ment to stay until this matter is put back to-
gether. It’s the same thing I said to the peo-
ple in the Middle West who were affected
by the floods; we know there’s a short-term
and a long-term problem. But I must com-
pliment the Congress on this terrific re-
sponse to the terrible tragedy of January
17th. And I’m glad to be signing it today,
and I’m glad that the benefits will begin to
flow tomorrow.

[At this point, the President signed the legis-
lation.]

Japan-U.S. Trade
Q. Mr. President, did you share with

Prime Minister Hosokawa at your breakfast

any of the measures the U.S. is now consider-
ing in light of the breakdown in talks?

The President. No, it was a totally social
visit. Mrs. Hosokawa came, I gave them a
tour of the upstairs at the White House, and
we talked about other things. We did talk
a little bit about Latin America and a little
about China, but otherwise there was noth-
ing that could even be remotely character-
ized as business.

Q. Where do you think the United States
will go next?

The President. We’ll have to examine
what our next step should be, and I will be
turning to that next week. As I said, we
worked until 4 o’clock in the morning the
night before last hoping to get an agreement,
and part of it depends upon whether the
framework agreement is something that both
countries will adhere to. If you go back and
read the framework agreement, it plainly
called for the development of objective
measures, qualitative or quantitative or
both—those were the words used in the
agreement—to see whether we’re making
progress in reducing this trade deficit. So
we’ll just have to assess where we are and
what happens. I don’t really have anything
else to say about it today.

Q. Thank you.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:07 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. H.R. 3759, Mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1994, and
for other purposes, approved February 12, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–211.

The President’s Radio Address
February 12, 1994

Good morning. Twenty-six days ago the
people of Los Angeles suffered a devastating
earthquake. Sixty-one people died; thousands
of homes were destroyed; thousands of peo-
ple were hospitalized. Highways were broken
and twisted by the violent movement of the
earth.

Because of the extent of the damage, I
have just approved $8.6 billion in emergency
disaster assistance for the people of Califor-
nia to help them rebuild roads and other
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public structures, to fix gas lines, provide
small business loans, and help pay the ex-
penses of people who have lost their homes.
Many have lost everything. With $900 million
in aid already on the way, the total payment
nears $10 billion, the largest Federal disaster
assistance ever. Our country’s mission, as it
is after every national disaster, is to help our
people recover from this tragedy and to get
on with the business of everyday life. Across
much of our country, everyday life has been
interrupted by heavy snow and harsh winter
cold. So please take care of yourselves and
your neighbors who may need help.

When we respond to others in need, we
show that bad weather or earthquakes or
floods can bring out, in the words of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln, ‘‘the better angels of
our nature.’’ By the way, Abraham Lincoln
was born in a log cabin in Kentucky 185 years
ago today. He became President just as our
country was coming apart, and he lived in
the White House during the 4 most troubled
years in American history. From here he ap-
pealed to the best in the American people
when they were going through their worst.
Here his hand trembled as he set his pen
to the proclamation that declared slaves
thenceforth and forever free. In freeing the
slaves, Lincoln freed America. A war to pre-
serve the Union as it was became a struggle
to redeem the promise of our Declaration
of Independence, which holds that all men
are created equal.

Lincoln went to Gettysburg, the bloodiest
battlefield on our continent, to dedicate a
cemetery for the war dead. There he asked
America to ‘‘resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain, that this Nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and
that Government of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people shall not perish from the
Earth.’’ We call Lincoln the Great Emanci-
pator, but we might also call him the Great
Conciliator because no person in our history
ever did more to bring us together, this vast
nation of great diversity, of many political
and religious beliefs and all its ethnic back-
grounds.

As the Civil War neared its close, many
of the victors approached the vanquished
with pride and with punishment. But Lincoln
called for humility and forgiveness. His sec-

ond Inaugural Address contained none of the
bitterness toward others, none of the petty
partisan attacks that had grown so frequent
in those days. ‘‘With malice toward none;
with charity for all,’’ he said, ‘‘with firmness
in the right, as God gives us to see the right,
let us strive on to finish the work we are in;
to bind up that Nation’s wounds; to care for
him who shall have borne the battle, and for
his widow, and his orphan—to do all which
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting
peace among ourselves, and with all nations.’’
At that moment, it was as if Lincoln had
stretched out his long arms to gather up the
people from every region and every corner
of the country to make our Nation whole,
to shepherd it beyond the war and move it
forward. Only one month later, he was gone,
his life taken on Good Friday, 1865.

Lincoln’s legacy has touched us all down
through the ages. Few now remember that
he signed the homestead law giving 160 acres
of land to pioneer families in search of better
lives. A son of a frontier family himself, he
signed a law to create land-grant colleges,
which have educated America’s sons and
daughters ever since. Lincoln’s work allowed
people from ordinary backgrounds like his
own to rise in life and accomplish extraor-
dinary things. Today that work goes on. Our
job here is to build up and strengthen the
great American middle class, to give oppor-
tunity to all, to help our communities rid
themselves from crime and drugs, to help
families protect themselves from bankruptcy
due to spiraling health care costs, to move
people away from lifetime welfare toward
full-time work, and to allow everyone who
works hard to get ahead and compete and
win in the new global economy.

Still the question recurs, can we do bet-
ter?—just as Lincoln asked us when he said,
‘‘The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate
to the stormy present. The occasion is piled
high with difficulty, and we must rise with
the occasion. As our case is new, so we must
think anew and act anew.’’

‘‘Fellow-citizens, we can not escape his-
tory,’’ he said. ‘‘We . . . will be remem-
bered in spite of ourselves. No personal sig-
nificance or insignificance can spare one or
another of us. . . . We, even we here, hold
the power and bear the responsibility. . . .
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We shall nobly save or meanly lose the last
best hope of Earth. Other means may suc-
ceed; this could not fail. The way is plain,
peaceful, generous, just—a way which if fol-
lowed the world will forever applaud and
God must forever bless.’’ Those words from
Abraham Lincoln should guide our path
today.

Thanks for listening, and may God bless
us all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program
February 12, 1994

In accordance with the provisions of Pub-
lic Law 103–112, the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
1994, I am making available an appropriation
of $200 million in budget authority for the
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram. I designate the entire amount made
available as an Emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 12, 1994.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the Military Offensive in Sudan
February 12, 1994

The administration condemns the new
military offensive by the armed forces of the
Government of Sudan on populations in the
south. These outrageous attacks on civilian
and military targets demonstrate a callous
lack of concern for the lives of innocent Su-
danese and a disregard for efforts to promote
peace. This offensive will only increase the
suffering of the Sudanese people, create
thousands of new refugees, and undermine
the ongoing international humanitarian relief
effort.

In response, the President has directed a
number of diplomatic and humanitarian ac-

tions to be taken. He has instructed Ambas-
sador Donald Petterson in Khartoum to pro-
test vigorously this military action to the Gov-
ernment of Sudan. The State Department
called in the Sudanese Ambassador in Wash-
ington to underscore our concern over the
military offensive and especially the indis-
criminate bombing of civilians. Our Ambas-
sador in Kenya is urging leaders in Ethiopia,
Kenya, Uganda, and Eritrea to redouble their
efforts, through the Intergovernmental Au-
thority on Drought and Development
(IGADD), to stop the fighting and to bring
about peace in Sudan. The President also in-
tends to appoint a high-level Special Envoy
to Sudan to assist efforts to achieve a cease-
fire and permanent peace agreement there.

Since fiscal year 1993, we have provided
more than $160 million in humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of southern Sudan. In
response to this latest tragedy, we are con-
sulting with nongovernmental organizations
in order to identify new ways to facilitate hu-
manitarian assistance in Sudan. We are also
conducting an assessment of anticipated
needs in preparation for increased food aid
to Sudanese refugees in Uganda, Kenya, and
Zaire. We will consult with our Special Hu-
manitarian Representative for Sudan, Am-
bassador John Burroughs, when he returns
next week.

Despite the Government of Sudan’s par-
ticipation in regional humanitarian summits,
it continues to violate humanitarian prin-
ciples, causing further loss of life and hard-
ship in the region. We call on the Govern-
ment of Sudan to cease these actions and
recognize that the future political and eco-
nomic stability of Sudan depends upon all
parties’ respecting basic humanitarian prin-
ciples.

Remarks on Signing the Economic
Report of the President and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 14, 1994

The President. Good morning, every-
body. Before I say a few words about this
year’s economic report, I want to thank the
Chair and the members of the President’s
Council of Economic Advisers, Dr. Laura
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