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terest in not permitting Sarajevo to be
shelled and hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple’s lives to be destroyed and in working
for a peaceful agreement.

I have not committed ground troops to this
conflict. I have said that we will participate
in NATO air strikes, and I think it is the right
thing to do. But I hope the air strikes will
not be necessary, and they will not occur if
the Serbs will comply.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the Old
Family Dining Room at the White House. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Announcement on the White House
Conference on Aging
February 17, 1994

The President announced today that he is
formally calling for a White House Con-
ference on Aging to be convened in May of
1995.

‘‘I am pleased to resume the proud tradi-
tions of White House Conference on Aging
begun by President John F. Kennedy in
1961,’’ said the President, noting that there
has not been a White House Conference on
Aging since 1981. ‘‘The fact that this will be
the last White House Conference on Aging
of the 20th century makes this one even more
significant.’’

Under the terms of the Older Americans
Act, which authorizes that such a Conference
be held, a 25-member policy committee cho-
sen jointly by the President and the Congress
will be selected to work out the specifics of
the Conference, including its agenda and the
number of participants. Earlier in the fall,
President Clinton announced his selection of
Robert B. Blancato, formerly of the National
Italian-American Foundation and the former
House Select Committee on Aging, to be the
Executive Director of the White House Con-
ference on Aging.

‘‘An older America must soon face a new
century,’’ concluded the President. ‘‘A 1995
White House Conference on Aging allows us
to plan for this challenge by working together
to develop policy recommendations for the

21st century. We owe this to future genera-
tions.’’

Memorandum on Research Involving
Human Subjects
February 17, 1994

Memorandum for the Vice President and the
Heads of Executive Departments and
Agencies
Subject: Review of Federal Policy for the
Protection of Human Subjects

Federally funded biomedical and behav-
ioral research has resulted in major advances
in health care and improved the quality of
life for all Americans. The pursuit of new
knowledge in these fields of research often
requires experiments that involve human
subjects. Although human subjects research
is an essential element of biomedical and be-
havioral research, bioethical considerations
must influence the design and conduct of
such research.

Since 1947, when guidelines for research
with human subjects were promulgated,
there has been increasingly widespread rec-
ognition of the need for voluntary and in-
formed consent and a scientifically valid de-
sign of experiments involving human sub-
jects.

Over time, this recognition has evolved
into a rigorous and formalized system of reg-
ulations and guidelines, which were codified
in governmental policies on human subject
research, and were included in the former
Department of Health, Education and Wel-
fare’s regulations in 1974, 45 C.F.R. 46. In
1991, 16 agencies formally adopted the core
of these regulations in a common Federal
Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects.
This Policy requires that all research proto-
cols involving human subjects be reviewed
by an Institutional Review Board. This re-
view ensures that (1) risks are minimized and
reasonable in relation to anticipated benefits;
(2) there is informed consent; and (3) the
rights and welfare of the subjects are main-
tained (56 Fed. Reg. 28003 (June 18, 1991)).

Although these regulations provide the
framework for protecting human subjects in
research, we must exercise constant care and
ensure that these regulations are strictly en-
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