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For many, the Great Flood of 1993 did
not become a frightening headline until well
into the summer. For the American Red
Cross, however, the floodwaters had been a
serious concern since early spring. Nine
months after the flooding started, over
20,000 Red Cross workers had participated
in the relief operation, more than 2.8 million
meals had been served, and approximately
35,000 families had received assistance from
Red Cross caseworkers.

While thousands of Red Cross workers
helped victims recover from the floodwaters
in the Midwest, Red Cross personnel in Cali-
fornia faced a different challenge—fire.
Hundreds of families fleeing the raging Cali-
fornia fires found haven in Red Cross shel-
ters. Fire victims were provided comfort and
strength as they tried to rebuild their lives
out of the ashes.

As 1993 came to a close and many of us
began preparing for holiday meals, the Red
Cross also was preparing meals—for cold and
hungry people, victims of the winter storms
that lashed out across the Nation. Once
again, feeding vans were busily dispensing
hot coffee and sandwiches, comfort and
hope. The Red Cross set up over 100 shelters
in 6 states, bringing security and warmth to
those in need.

The year 1994 began with nature’s awe-
some display of power, tearing southern Cali-
fornia asunder in the Northridge earth-
quakes. Again the Red Cross was there to
help those left homeless and hungry.

Thanks to the American Red Cross blood
program, thousands receive life-giving dona-
tions and are able to enjoy one more birth-
day, one more anniversary, one more day of
sunshine. The American Red Cross collects,
processes, and distributes more than half the
Nation’s blood supply—all while ensuring
that it is the safest in the world. Over 6 mil-
lion times last year, donors came to the Red
Cross to give the gift of life to others.

Through the network of the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,
families around our globe were able to locate
and communicate with loved ones with
whom they had lost contact due to wars or
refugee movements. Prisoners of war saw
hope come into their cells in the form of a
Red Cross emblem. American Red Cross del-

egates called such places as Armenia, Cro-
atia, and Cambodia home last year as they
brought medical care, skilled relief workers,
food, and reassurance to countries suffering
from the ravages of disaster, disease, and war.

The Red Cross has earned our abiding re-
spect, and we look forward to seeing its sym-
bol of hope continue to shine brightly across
this great land. A very grateful Nation thanks
the American Red Cross for a job extremely
well done.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the month of
March 1994, as ‘‘American Red Cross
Month.’’ I urge all Americans to continue
their generous support of the Red Cross and
its chapters nationwide through contribu-
tions of time, funds, and blood donations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:28 p.m., March 4, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on March 8.

Proclamation 6654—Women’s
History Month, 1994
March 2, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
When author Zora Neale Hurston was

growing up in Eatonville, Florida, at the be-
ginning of the century, her mother encour-
aged her to ‘‘jump at the sun’’—to set lofty
goals—even if she were not certain to reach
them. In many ways, Zora did ‘‘jump at the
sun,’’ writing books, articles, and plays that
have earned her a place among America’s fin-
est writers and anthropologists. Her mother’s
words became a powerful metaphor for her
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life, and Zora’s brilliant works reflect the vi-
brant history of the many women whose lives
she studied.

Zora Neale Hurston might never have
imagined that women would one day have
the opportunity to take her mother’s teaching
literally. But from Sally Ride to Mae Jemison
to Kathryn Sullivan, astronauts have soared
closer to the sun than most humans ever
dreamed. As we celebrate Women’s History
Month, 1994, Americans take special pride
in the scope of women’s achievements, exem-
plified by the daring spirit of these pioneer-
ing individuals. We watched in awe recently
as astronaut Sullivan performed complex re-
pairs on the Hubble space telescope by the
light of the rising sun. And we shared her
happiness as she basked in the love of her
family at the end of a successful mission.
From author to astronaut to able parent,
women have embraced a myriad of challeng-
ing roles throughout our Nation’s history.

But America has not yet fulfilled its prom-
ise of equality for all people. While more
women than ever now hold public office in
our country, more women than ever must
also bear sole responsibility for caring for
their families. We rely on women’s knowl-
edge and expertise in every aspect of life,
and yet we as a society fail to provide many
of our families the care and support they so
desperately need. We take satisfaction in
knowing that women have gained equality
under the law, but we must also recognize
the ways in which true equality is still only
a dream. Zora’s ‘‘sun’’ eludes our grasp. This
month, we rededicate ourselves to reaching
it.

On this occasion, we celebrate the lives
of women too long missing from our history
books. We listen to the voices of women too
long absent from our national memory. Most
important, we look forward to a day when
society need not remind itself to note the
extraordinary accomplishments of women.
We dream of a time when, in passing the
lessons of this generation from teacher to stu-
dent, from parent to child, we tell a story
of women and men working side by side. We
will say that it took all people, striving to-
gether, to build a just and compassionate
world of liberty, charity, and peace.

The Congress, by Public Law 103–22, has
designated March 1994 as ‘‘Women’s History
Month’’ and has authorized and requested
the President to issue a proclamation in ob-
servance of this occasion.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 1994 as Women’s
History Month. I invite all Americans to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities, and to remember
throughout the year the rich and varied con-
tributions that women make to our world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:29 p.m., March 4, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on March 8.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Department of Transportation
March 2, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 308 of Public

Law 97–449 (49 U.S.C. 308(a)), I transmit
herewith the Twenty-sixth Annual Report of
the Department of Transportation, which
covers fiscal year 1992.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 2, 1994.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Interagency Arctic Research Policy
Committee
March 2, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of section

108(b) of Public Law 98–373 (15 U.S.C.
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