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Week Ending Friday, March 18, 1994

Statement on the House of
Representatives Action on Budget
Legislation
March 11, 1994

I commend the House for passing our
budget. This budget continues to bring down
the deficit and makes needed investments in
our people and in our economy. Our commit-
ment to fiscal discipline and targeted invest-
ments is paying off in strong economic
growth and job creation. Working together,
the Congress and this administration are
building a stronger economy for today and
a future of opportunity for our children.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 12, 1994

Good morning. This morning I want to talk
with you about what we’re doing here at
home and abroad to create better jobs for
our American workers and about a break-
through we’ve had in our trade talks with
Japan.

Let me begin with this important news.
Today we’ve reached an agreement that will
open up Japan’s cellular telephone market
to high-technology products made here in
America. This is a big win for everyone.
Workers in the United States will gain be-
cause the agreement means more demand
for cellular telephones and related equip-
ment made in America. Japanese consumers
win because they’ll have access to better serv-
ice and better technology at better prices.
Even Japanese manufacturers may win be-
cause of the increased demand for cellular
telephones. This agreement is designed to
produce results; both countries will be able
to measure progress. And it demonstrates
that the United States and Japan can work
together to open up jobs in America by open-

ing up markets in Japan in ways that help
both Americans and Japanese.

Our trade negotiations with Japan are just
one example of the challenges and opportu-
nities that face us in this new global econ-
omy. That’s why tomorrow I’ll join leaders
of the world’s seven major industrial nations
in Detroit for a conference on creating more
and better jobs for our people.

For two decades, all these wealthy coun-
tries have struggled to protect the jobs of our
working people and to create new jobs in an
extremely competitive and rapidly changing
global economy. None of us has had the suc-
cess we would like. That’s why I asked for
this meeting. But remember this: Of all the
advanced nations, America is doing the best
job of creating new jobs, and we should be
proud. After 12 years of drift, we were able
to get the deficit and interest rates and infla-
tion down and to get productivity and invest-
ments in growth up. As a result, our economy
has generated 2 million new jobs in a little
more than a year, and 90 percent of them
are in the private sector. And if we stay with
our program when it comes to jobs, there
will be 2 million more in 1994.

But we can’t rest on this record. Too many
Americans haven’t yet felt the benefits of re-
covery. Too many middle class Americans are
still working harder for the same or lower
wages. And too many lack the education and
training they need to prosper in today’s com-
petitive environment.

Our trading partners all have similar prob-
lems. Advanced nations are experiencing
chronic unemployment and stagnant wages.
Powerful new technologies and global com-
munications have created the most competi-
tive world markets ever, and we must com-
pete and win in it.

These are very serious problems. They re-
quire new ways of thinking, and no nation
has all the answers. But all of us are trying,
and we all have something to learn from each
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other. That is the purpose of the conference
in Detroit.

In Detroit, I will reaffirm my belief that
the global economy is not an obstacle to
progress but a great opportunity for us. We
can’t build walls around our nations and
refuse to compete. Turning inward won’t
change the world or improve our jobs. Pre-
paring for change and embracing change,
however, and using it to create more high-
wage jobs will do what we want to do. That
is our goal. And here’s how we plan to do
it:

First, we’ll continue to expand trade in
open markets around the world. Inter-
national trade is an engine for growth that
creates jobs, that lifts wages. That’s why
we’ve signed more trade agreements and
lowered more trade barriers this year than
in any recent memory. Our commitment to
opening new markets to American goods is
unshakable.

Second, we must invest to develop new
technologies and products like the informa-
tion superhighway or new technologies for
dual use in both defense and civilian markets.
And we’ll continue to demonstrate that pro-
tecting the environment can be good for the
economy. For example, there are hundreds
of thousands of good jobs in producing clean
cars and alternative fuels, and we believe
those jobs should be American jobs. Sound
fiscal policies at home, opening markets
abroad, investing in the technologies of the
future, that’s how to create more high-wage
jobs.

The final piece of this puzzle is to invest
in the education and skills of our people so
they are prepared to fill those jobs. That’s
why we’ve already invested more in getting
our children off to a good start in Head Start,
in the Women’s, Infant, and Children Nutri-
tion programs. That’s why we’ve already re-
formed the student loan program so that all
children, including children of the middle
class, can afford to go to college by borrowing
money at lower interest rates and paying it
off as a percentage of their incomes after they
get jobs. That’s why, just a few days ago, I
asked Congress to discard the old unemploy-
ment and training program, which is too big,
too old, and too slow, and replace it with
a system to retrain our workers quickly for

the high-skilled jobs of tomorrow and to link
them to those jobs within weeks, not months
or years.

We’re pushing Congress hard to pass a safe
schools act, to reduce violence in our schools
and to make our children safer on the streets
on the way to school. Congress now is finish-
ing work on our Goals 2000 education bill,
which will establish world-class standards for
educational excellence and on our school-to-
work initiative, which will allow our young
people who don’t go to college to get the
skills they need to find good jobs. Each of
these important measures stands a good
chance of becoming law, many in just a mat-
ter of weeks.

Meeting this challenge head-on is never
easy. Change is always difficult. But these
are things we have to do and something we’ve
proved we can do. Our economic policies
have sparked a real recovery and begun to
put our economic house in order. The Con-
gress seems determined to continue working
with me this year. Just yesterday, the House
of Representatives, in record time, okayed
our new budget. If it passes the whole Con-
gress we will have 3 consecutive years of de-
clining deficits for the first time since Harry
Truman was President.

Our trade policies continue to open mar-
kets in ways that will boost exports, create
jobs, and share the benefits of growth. We
can defeat any obstacle to change, we can
create millions of high-wage jobs for our peo-
ple, if we have the courage to confront our
problems boldly, not to be diverted or de-
terred, and we make a commitment to solv-
ing these problems together.

That will be my message to all the nations
gathered this Monday in Detroit, and it is
my commitment to all of you hearing this
broadcast today.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A table listing
education, training, and reemployment legislative
priorities for the 2d Session, 103d Congress was
attached to the release.
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Remarks at Focus: HOPE in Detroit,
Michigan
March 13, 1994

Thank you so much, Father, Eleanor,
Donald, ladies and gentlemen, for welcoming
me here and introducing me to Focus:
HOPE. I have met your ambassadors to the
world, Father Cunningham, and Donald is
a great ambassador for you. Where did he
go? Is he hiding? You would have been so
proud of him in Washington, speaking about
you to the whole country. He was terrific.
Thank you, Congresswoman Collins, for wel-
coming me and my good friend Senator
Levin. I think if I had not come here to
Focus: HOPE, he never would have cast a
single vote for me again in the United
States—[laughter]. You know, all of us are
obsessed by something or another in life; it’s
a good thing to be obsessed by something
good and noble. Carl Levin is obsessed with
Focus: HOPE, in the best possible way.

The best tribute I can think of is to look
around this room. We have two United States
Senators, Governor Engler, Mayor Archer,
all these Congressmen here, Chairman Din-
gell, Congressman Conyers, Congressman
Barcia, Congressman Bonior, Congressman
Kildee, Congressman Sandy Levin—I think
that’s everybody. And then we have the Sec-
retary of Labor, Bob Reich, and the Sec-
retary of Commerce, Ron Brown, which rep-
resent two of the three Departments, along
with the Department of Defense, that have
made direct investments in Focus: HOPE.
This is a great tribute to this work. But the
most important thing I want to say to you
is that you heard Donald read the creed of
Focus: HOPE, which was forged 26 years ago
this week, on March 8th, 1968, and it sounds
as if it could have been written yesterday,
doesn’t it?

I guess I have spent as much time in man-
ufacturing facilities of various sorts as any
person who ever occupied the Presidency,
because I was a Governor for 12 years, I had
to do that. I have never been in a place as
advanced, as upbeat, as hopeful as this place.
And I can tell you, when we were pulling
in here today, I was talking to Senator Riegle
and Senator Levin—we were in the car to-
gether—and Carl looked at me, and he said,

‘‘This is what you ran for President to do,
‘‘focus hope.’’ This is what you wanted to
bring to the entire country. You are going
in to see why you wanted to be President
of the United States.’’

I think all of you know that I am here,
along with the leaders of six of the other
world’s great industrial powers, to talk about
the jobs crisis in the advanced economies.
In every wealthy country now, there is dif-
ficulty creating new jobs. The United States
has the lowest unemployment rate of all the
so-called G–7 advanced industrial nations. In
every advanced economy now, there are
problems rewarding work with higher wages
year-in and year-out, and many, many people
are stuck with wages that do not go up, even
when they work harder. And we are looking
for answers to unlock this. We’re looking for
ways that we can work together to create
more opportunity for people like you.

But you know and I know that no matter
what policies we pursue in Washington or
around the world, unless people are trained,
unless they have a skill that enables them
to compete and win in the global economy,
to produce a high-quality, world-class prod-
uct or service, nothing the Government can
do will make any difference. What you are
doing is guaranteeing America’s security here
and America’s future by guaranteeing your
own.

I want you to be proud of that. I also want
everybody in America to see you. Here we
are, in an inner-city neighborhood, with
building after building of plants that were
closed down, which could have become a
symbol for the loss of hope, which could have
become yet another excuse for why people
can’t make it if they are poor or if they are
minorities or if they are women or if they’ve
been on welfare or if this or if that or if the
other thing. And instead of saying if, this is
a place that says when: When you work, when
you learn, you can do, you can have a future.

And this makes the point, for all the prob-
lems with this world that we’re living in, if
you know how to do something and you’re
good at it, no one can take that away from
you, and you can be rewarded for that. And
you have proven if those skills can be ac-
quired and that talent can be demonstrated,
without regard to race or gender or income
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