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Week Ending Friday, March 25, 1994

Statement by the Director of
Communications on United Nations
Security Council Action on the
Hebron Massacre
March 18, 1994

The United Nations Security Council has
today adopted a resolution condemning the
Hebron mosque massacre and calling for
measures to safeguard the security of the Pal-
estinians.

President Clinton expressed the horror of
the American people at the time of the tragic
Hebron murders. The President said, ‘‘The
enemies of peace must not be allowed to tri-
umph. Prompt resumption of negotiations to
begin implementation of the Israel-Palestin-
ian Declaration of Principles is the only an-
swer to extremist violence on both sides.’’

The President’s decision to allow passage
of the resolution was made in the context
of the agreement today by Syria, Jordan, and
Lebanon to return to negotiations in April
and the high-level contacts between Israel
and the PLO that will take place in coming
days.

The President endorses the call made by
the Security Council today for Israel and the
PLO to redouble their efforts to realize this
goal as soon as possible. The United States
stands ready to do all it can to help the par-
ties, but with passage of this resolution it is
time for them to return to the negotiating
table.

The United States abstained on two para-
graphs in the preamble to the resolution be-
cause of our strong objections to references
made there to ‘‘occupied Palestinian terri-
tory’’ and to Jerusalem. The President said
that his position on these matters has not
changed. As Israel and the PLO have agreed,
these are issues which can be decided only
in negotiations on the final status of the terri-
tories. He does not believe references which
could prejudice the outcome of these nego-
tiations are helpful. The parties alone must

make the decisions necessary to realize the
promise of peace.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 19, 1994

Good morning. Last week I saw American
democracy at its best at an old-fashioned
town hall meeting in Nashua, New Hamp-
shire. We were in the Elm Street Junior High
School, and people were asking me questions
about all kinds of issues but most of them
about health care reform. And then when the
town meeting was over, a woman came up
to me and showed me why it’s so important
for so many Americans that we fix what’s
wrong with our health insurance system. She
gave me a photograph of her 7-year-old son
whom she loves very much. She told me he’s
had serious health problems, and now she’s
afraid that he’ll never be able to get any
health insurance because he has what insur-
ance companies call a preexisting condition.

Everywhere I go, families come up and
tell me we’re got to do something about
health care, and they’re right. Here are the
facts: Even if you have health insurance
today, you can lose it tomorrow. The terrible
truth is that 2 million Americans a month
lose their health insurance, 58 million Ameri-
cans find themselves without insurance at
some point during the year, and about
100,000 Americans a month lose their health
insurance for good.

The fine print in your insurance policy can
cost you your coverage. Eighty-one million
Americans have those preexisting conditions,
just like the little boy in Nashua, that insur-
ance companies can use to raise rates or deny
coverage, and that as a practical matter, pre-
vent many, many people from changing jobs
because they know they’ll lose their coverage.
And three out of four insurance policies—
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