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We asked President Clinton to come here
this evening because he has a health plan.
We didn’t say it’s the right plan. That wasn’t
the idea. The idea was to give him a forum
so that he could tell us everything he could
about his health plan in a fairly large amount
of time so that you could get a grasp of it.
Then we are asking you to go, weigh what
he has had to say, and look at all of the other
alternatives that are out there so that you can
make an informed opinion when it comes
time to express how you feel.

We invite you to send your questions and
your opinions to your Congressmen, to your
U.S. Senator, and make those opinions
known. Right, Mr. President?

The President. If anybody has any ques-
tions that weren’t answered tonight, write us,
and we’ll answer them.

NOTE: The town meeting began at 7:05 p.m. in
the KCTV television studios.

Statement on the Attack on Israeli
Civilians

April 7, 1994

On behalf of the American people, I con-
demn in the strongest possible terms the
murders of Israeli citizens on April 6 and 7
and offer condolences to their families.
These brutal slayings of innocent civilians
are, like the massacre in Hebron, acts of ter-
rorism aimed at stopping the peace negotia-
tions now underway. The enemies of peace
have not hesitated to use violence to achieve
their goal. They must not be allowed to suc-
ceed.

I call upon all those committed to the
cause of peace to redouble their efforts and
to condemn unequivocally these crimes. The
negotiating process holds the promise of a
better future for Israelis and Arabs alike.
Prompt agreement and early implementation
of the Israel-Palestinian Declaration of Prin-
ciples and progress on the bilateral negotiat-
ing tracks are the best means to realize this
goal.

Statement on the Deaths of Leaders
of Rwanda and Burundi
April 7, 1994

I was shocked and deeply saddened to
learn of the tragic deaths of President Juvenal
Habyarimana of Rwanda and President
Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi last night in
a plane crash outside Kigali, Rwanda. The
two Presidents were returning from a re-
gional summit in Arusha, Tanzania, intended
to bring an end to the civil wars that have
plagued their two countries for more than
three decades.

Both Presidents were seeking means to
end the bloodshed in their troubled countries
and facilitate a movement toward peace and
democracy. Their deaths are a tragic blow
to the long-suffering Rwandan and Burun-
dian people.

I am equally horrified that elements of the
Rwandan security forces have sought out and
murdered Rwandan officials, including the
Prime Minister, Agathe Uwilingiyimana.

On behalf of the people of the United
States, I extend my condolences to the fami-
lies of the deceased Presidents and the Prime
Minister as well as to the peoples of the two
nations.

I strongly condemn these actions and I call
on all parties to cease any such actions imme-
diately. These tragedies must not derail
Rwanda and Burundi from pursuing national
reconciliation and democracy.

Statement on the District Court
Decision on Chicago’s ‘‘Operation
Clean Sweep’’
April 7, 1994

Just hours ago, a Federal District Court
for the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern
Division, declared the Chicago Housing
Authority’s (CHA) search policy in violation
of the fourth amendment.

I am ordering Attorney General Reno and
Secretary Cisneros to develop promptly a
search policy for public housing that is both
constitutionally permissible and effective and
that can be implemented on a nationwide
basis. We must not allow criminals to find
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shelter in the public housing community they
terrorize.

I have also asked the Attorney General and
Secretary Cisneros to explore what other re-
sources we can provide for sweeps by local-
ities and by Federal agencies.

During the last weekend in March, 13 peo-
ple died violently in Chicago—3 of them in
the Robert Taylor Homes—and more than
300 gun incidents were reported to local po-
lice. The people in the Robert Taylor Homes
have asked us to help protect them, and with-
in constitutional limits we will do so.

Proclamation 6664—Cancer Control
Month, 1994
April 7, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
April 1994 has been designated Cancer

Control Month. For the past 56 years, the
President of the United States, at the request
of the Congress, has designated one month
each year to focus public attention on the
progress that we, as a Nation, have made with
regard to this devastating disease. This Proc-
lamation continues to be a national statement
of hope that one day we will understand, con-
trol, and eliminate cancer.

It would be hard to exaggerate the toll can-
cer exacts. Each year more than 1 million
Americans are diagnosed with cancer, and
nearly one-half that many die of the disease.
We face an awesome challenge in controlling
cancer—one that can be met only through
research and the implementation of research
results.

Breast cancer is the most common cancer
among American women and epitomizes the
challenge of our mission to protect and im-
prove women’s health. Breast cancer is wide-
ly prevalent and takes a tragically large toll
on women’s lives. Yet there are realistic pros-
pects for its eventual prevention and cure.
The strategies used to foster the translation
of scientific knowledge into clinical innova-
tions toward eradicating breast cancer also
serve as prototypes for the treatment of other
malignancies.

Likewise, prostate cancer is the most fre-
quently diagnosed cancer among men and
the second leading cause of male cancer
deaths. Researchers continue to direct their
efforts toward understanding the biology of
this disease in order to design more effective
therapies, search for more effective screen-
ing methods, and ultimately, prevent its oc-
currence.

The National Cancer Institute, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, and other organizations
are intensifying the effort in cancer preven-
tion research. Programs to identify environ-
mental and occupational causes of malig-
nancy continue to be at the forefront of this
research. Current studies address the links
between cancer risks and exposure to pes-
ticides, proximity to sources of environmental
toxins and occupational carcinogens, air pol-
lution, drinking water contaminants, and
electromagnetic radiation.

We now know that every one of us can
join the fight against cancer. The role played
by the public is just as important as the role
played by the most highly trained scientists.
Each of us can adopt a lifestyle that lowers
our chances of getting cancer.

In cancer control, nothing is more impor-
tant than understanding and striving to re-
duce the effects of smoking, implicated in
at least one-third of all cancer deaths each
year. Some 50 million Americans smoke—
most are adults, but a significant number are
teenagers. Smokers bear the brunt of our an-
nual national tragedy of more than 200,000
cases of lung and mouth cancers and more
than 100,000 cases of pancreatic, kidney, and
bladder cancers. No new drug—no new pre-
vention or screening technique—would
strike as powerful a blow in our fight against
cancer as the single decision by millions of
smokers to quit their habit once and for all.

Thanks to our progress in cancer research,
more than one-half of the people diagnosed
with cancer survive their disease 5 years or
more. Such survival rates were not even a
whispered hope for cancer patients just one
generation ago. The years ahead hold prom-
ise of important advances in the prevention
and treatment of cancer. Together we will
continue to work so that fewer people will
have to suffer from cancer and its aftermath,
so that fewer lives will be jeopardized, and
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