
783Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Apr. 12

Taiwan’s Wildlife Conservation Law. It is not
yet clear whether the current proposed
amendments will satisfactorily address the il-
legal trade in wildlife specimens and prod-
ucts. Furthermore while enacting amend-
ments is necessary, such enactments alone
are not sufficient. Enforcement efforts must
effectively accomplish major reductions in
the illegal trade in endangered species. Ac-
cordingly I instructed the Department of the
Interior, in coordination with the Depart-
ments of State, Justice, and the Treasury
(Customs Service) and the American Insti-
tute in Taiwan, to continue to explore with
Taiwan possible U.S. technical and law en-
forcement assistance. I have also directed the
Interagency Rhino/Tiger Task Force to con-
tinue to monitor progress in Taiwan so that
a review of the situation and an appropriate
response can be made in December 1994.

As a result of Taiwan’s lack of progress in
the key areas identified in my November 8
report, I have decided to follow the rec-
ommendation of the CITES Standing Com-
mittee and direct that imports of wildlife
specimens and products from Taiwan be pro-
hibited, in accordance with appropriate pub-
lic notice and comment procedures. While
the Pelly Amendment provides the authority
to impose a greater level of import prohibi-
tions, I believe that this level is appropriate
at this time. Depending on future progress,
these import prohibitions could be adjusted
as appropriate. The enactment of adequate
legislation coupled with enforcement actions
that result in reductions in the illegal trade
in rhinoceros and tiger parts would be
grounds for an immediate reconsideration of
the decision.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Statement on Trade Sanctions
Against Taiwan
April 11, 1994

This is the first time any country has acted
on the international call for trade sanctions
to protect endangered species, but if the ille-

gal trade in rhinos and tigers is not elimi-
nated, these species could be extinct in 5
years. This administration recognizes that
threats to endangered species are of critical
importance. The world must know that the
United States will take strong actions to pro-
tect the Earth’s natural heritage.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a statement by the Press Secretary on the sanc-
tions.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
April 12, 1994

Legislative Agenda
The President. Good morning, ladies and

gentlemen of the press. This is our first bi-
partisan leadership meeting on the resump-
tion of the Congress, and we have a lot of
things to discuss today.

I want to begin with a discussion of the
crime bill and the importance of proceeding
deliberately and quickly to pass it; to reiterate
my commitment yesterday that we will do
whatever we can to get the first 20,000 police
officers on the streets this year if the crime
bill is passed in an expeditious fashion. Then
we’ll move on to some other issues where
I hope we can have a good bipartisan discus-
sion in support of domestic issues like the
budget and health care, and also we’ll talk
a little about Bosnia today and some other
foreign policy issues.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, do you have some con-

cern—there’s more shelling today. I mean,
there’s some suspicion that the Muslims may
be trying to provoke the Serbs. Have we
started something with air strikes that will
make matters worse rather than better?

The President. We certainly haven’t start-
ed anything. We have done exactly what we
said we would do under the U.N. policy, that
if the U.N. forces there were put at risk, as
they were in the shelling of Gorazde, we
would offer close air support if the General
asked and the civilian authorities agreed. We
went through all the procedural require-
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