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Q. Mr. President, I’m Tom Dearmore, re-
tired from the San Francisco Examiner and
a native of your home State——

The President. Mountain Home, Arkan-
sas.

Q. ——who used to long ago stir up lots
of trouble in Arkansas.

The President. You’re still legendary
down there, Mr. Dearmore. [Laughter]

Q. My father helped run your campaign
for Congress 20 years ago——

The President. He sure did. And I’m
grateful to him.

[The participant then asked if the President
favored the unrestricted use of U.S. money
that goes abroad for population control or
if he favored any limitation at all on the use
of American taxpayers’ money for abortion.]

The President. Yes, I do. I do, and let
me say first of all, I have asked—I did about
2 days ago—I saw a story on this, and I re-
ceived a couple of letters about it. And I have
asked to see the language that we are advo-
cating and the language that is in the present
draft so that I can personally review it.

My position on this, I think, is pretty clear.
I think at a minimum that we should not fund
abortions when the child is capable of living
outside the mother’s womb. That’s what we
permit to be criminalized in America today
under Roe against Wade. And secondly, we
should not, in any way, shape, or form fund
abortions if they are enforced on citizens by
the government, if they’re against people’s
will.

There may be other restrictions I would
favor, but I can just tell you that on the front
end, I think that those are the two places
where I would not support our funding going
in. And so I think that we ought to be very
careful in how we do this.

On the other hand, I don’t necessarily
think that we ought to write the Hyde
Amendment into international law, because
there are a lot of countries who have a very
different view of this and whose religious tra-
ditions threat it differently.

So I think that there is some room between
the original draft and where—it appears,
from the news reports, some folks in the
State Department may be going to write a

policy that most Americans could support.
But I’m glad you brought it up.

I, myself, did not know about this until
just a few days ago. And I have asked for
a report, and I’ve asked to see the documents
myself so I can get involved in it and at least
try to have some influence on what happens.
Of course, it’s an international conference.
We don’t know exactly how it will come out
in the end, and there will be countries and
cultures that have widely clashing views on
this.

But, anyway, I’ve answered you what I
think.

Q. Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, thank you very much.

We’re looking forward to a more informal
gathering with you Friday night.

The President. I’m looking forward to it,
too. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:31 p.m. at the
J.W. Marriott Hotel.
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The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President, the First Lady, thank you for
coming out here, in this case not warming
up but trying to cool down the crowd—
[laughter]—while I was trying to get out of
the Oval Office; to all of our distinguished
guests, and especially to the Olympians.

Let me say, first of all, that the Olympics
for me, like most Americans, is primarily a
personal experience, not something I experi-
ence as President but something—I’m just
another American cheering for our teams.
I’m proud of the fact that we brought home
more medals than any U.S. Winter Olympic
team in history. I’m proud of the astonishing
achievements of this Paraolympic team and
the fact that at least two of the athletes won
four gold medals.

I was elated and a little resentful, frankly,
when my wife and daughter were able to go
to Lillehammer, and I couldn’t. But you can
bet your last nickel that all of us will be in
Atlanta—[applause]—to our friends from
Georgia there.
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There’s not much I can add to what the
First Lady and the Vice President have said,
except to first say how terribly impressed I
was at the reports I got from Hillary and
Chelsea about their contacts with the Olym-
pians from the United States, about what
kind of young people we sent over there and
what kind of courage they had and the efforts
that they made. It made an incredible im-
pression on me.

And second, to tell you what I said when
I started, I experience the Olympics pri-
marily as a citizen. As a matter of fact, I may
have endangered the national security, be-
cause I stayed up every night until you went
off the air. [Laughter] I saw every last event.
I saw every last interview. I heard ‘‘The Star-
Spangled Banner’’ played every time it was
played. I did it first when I was alone, and
then when Hillary and Chelsea came back,
we did it together. And I want to say some-
thing very personal about it.

What you did there, just by getting there,
I hope with all my heart was communicated
to the children that you visited when you
went to the schools. And I thank you for that.
And if I could ask you just for one thing,
it would be to try to take some of your time—
and I saw from the television portraits of
some of you that a lot of you have done this
already—but to try to take some of your time
for as long as you can just to find some way
to expose yourselves to the young people of
this country. Because so many of them have
so many troubles, they have so many difficul-
ties; they have no one to cheer them on or
spur them on or get them up at 4 o’clock
in the morning the way some of you had to
to become what you wanted to be. And yet,
by seeing you they can imagine themselves
in the light of your life.

And I can tell you that I work hard up
here every day, all of us do, trying to find
ways to pull this country together and push
this country forward and give our people the
opportunities to live up to their God-given
capacities. But in the end, this country is
great because of what happens inside peo-
ple’s spirits and in families and in commu-
nities. And there are many of those young
people whom you could reach better than

I ever could. And because of what you have
done, they will see that there are things that
they could do; because of what you became,
there are things that they can become.

I thank my friends, Florence Griffith
Joyner and Tom McMillen, for their leader-
ship of our Council on Athletics and Physical
Fitness and all the others who have never
forgotten the power of example in a positive
way. Just never forget that. All of us as Amer-
icans are elated at just the very thought that
we could send people to the Olympic games
and what you had to do. You will probably
never know and most of you will probably
never see the results of the people you may
have influenced just by visiting these schools
in the last day. But I plead with you to keep
doing it, because there are a lot of young
people out there that we need for America’s
future. There are a lot of young people out
there who will be making decisions about
their lives in the next couple of years who
literally may be profoundly affected just by
seeing you standing in their classrooms or
walking their halls or having a simple con-
versation with them.

You are the embodiment of what the rest
of us try to create every day. I hope you’ll
never forget it and always give a little of it
back to the next generation of young Ameri-
cans.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

[At this point, the President was presented
with a team jacket and a luge.]

The President. I don’t know if I have the
courage to get on this. [Laughter]

When I got this jacket, the Vice President,
never one to pass up an opportunity to keep
me humble, said, ‘‘They also have a luge suit
for you.’’ [Laughter] Nothing he says ever
has one meaning. The other meaning was,
‘‘Think how much thinner you would look
in it.’’ [Laughter]

This is wonderful. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.
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Thank you so much. Thank you very much,
Mr. Vice President and Dr. Walker and—
what am I supposed to call Hillary in pub-
lic?—[laughter]—Madam First Lady.

You know, one of the things these Olym-
pians learn is a whole lot of discipline and,
along with that, sort of good conduct and
good manners. But I think we’re about to
test it. They’ve already heard all of us give
one set of speeches today, and now they’re
having to sit through a second or stand
through a second, as the case may be. It was
wonderful for us to have all of them at the
White House today. And I want to thank
them for coming, for giving all of us who
work in the White House a big thrill at having
the opportunity to meet them and congratu-
late them and express our great pride in their
achievements.

One potentially unfortunate thing oc-
curred at the White House today. Several of
them invited me to jog in the morning.
[Laughter] So there’s a whole bunch of them
coming, and now that I’ve announced it,
doubtless more will come as well. And so I’m
going to have to go home early and get some
extra sleep tonight. The Vice President would
come, too—and he’s a better runner than I
am—but he’s on his way to Marrakesh to-
night. He’s really taking a marathon—going
to the meeting which will finalize the under-
standing among all of our nations for a new
worldwide trade agreement and reminding
the other countries that they promised that
the next time we make a worldwide trade
agreement, it will be a green round, one de-
voted to protecting the global environment
and proving that that, too, can be good for
our common economic destiny. So I thank
him for that.

A few moments before he ran and won
the 100-meter final and captured the gold
medal in an Olympics a long time ago, one
of the heroes of my youth, Jesse Owens, said,
‘‘A lifetime of training for just 10 seconds.’’
Dr. Walker and I were talking out here be-
fore we came out to visit one more time and
stand with the Olympians, and we were spec-

ulating about what the longest Winter Olym-
pic event is, maybe the cross-country skiing,
maybe the biathlon. But even the longest one
is just the flash of an eye compared to all
the training. Think of how many of these
young athletes have worked their lifetimes
to compete for a minute, sometimes slightly
less, sometimes slightly more; a long event,
an exhausting event in some of these encoun-
ters is 2 or 3 or 4 minutes. But really, it isn’t
a lifetime of effort for 10 seconds or 2 min-
utes or 2 hours. It’s a lifetime of effort for
a lifetime of reward. The reward of knowing
that you have done your best with your God-
given abilities, the reward of knowing you
have lived a good life and stand out as a good
model.

I asked all these young people today to
continue to visit schools and see the children
of America, as they did today. So many of
our children today don’t have parents or
coaches or teachers who can get them up
early in the morning, encourage them to
great heights, provide the opportunities that
so many of the rest of us take for granted.
And yet I think these young Olympians, sim-
ply by talking to disadvantaged kids who may
have no hope, who may have no opportunity
in their own mind, who may not even be able
to imagine what it is like to make a commit-
ment for a year, much less 5 or 10 years or
20 years, the incredible impact that they can
have on the young people of America is
something that we must never underestimate
and something that I hope and pray they will
never underestimate.

I’d also like to say, to echo what the Vice
President said, that we are doing our best
through the President’s Council on Sports
and Physical Fitness to try to spread opportu-
nities for participating in athletics to all of
our people. And I have to tell you that one
of the real tragedies of the economic hard-
ships our country endured in the 1980’s is
that many of our schools and many of our
cities cut back on recreational facilities. Here
in the Nation’s Capital, I am told that there
are only three functioning ballparks that are
open to kids who want to start teams. We
have kids growing up on streets in America
today who get all the way through their teen
years without ever holding a baseball bat in
their hand or having a mitt on their hand.
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