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Proclamation 6673—National
Volunteer Week, 1994
April 15, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since the founding of our democracy, the

ideal of community service has been an inte-
gral part of our national character. As the
words of Thomas Jefferson remind us, ‘‘A
debt of service is due from every man to his
country proportioned to the bounties which
nature and fortune have measured to him.’’
Throughout our history, Americans have
been called upon to meet his challenge a
thousandfold. For our Nation is a place of
tremendous blessings—a noble purpose, a
wealth of resources, a diverse and deter-
mined people. We are rich in the gifts of
freedom. During this week especially, we re-
alize anew that shared responsibility is free-
dom’s price.

That our vibrant spirit of community has
made our country strong reflects our under-
standing of this enduring truth. Every day,
countless volunteers across America work to
address the fundamental necessities of our
people—educating our youth, protecting our
environment, caring for those in need. From
children who help older Americans after
school to volunteer firemen who guard our
neighborhoods while we sleep, these dedi-
cated individuals bring a sense of hope and
security to everyone whose lives they touch.
Their service makes us stronger as a Nation,
setting a powerful example of leadership and
compassion to which we all can aspire.

This past year has marked the beginning
of a new era for America, an era in which
those of us who have benefited from this
great land are acting on our instincts to help
others in return. Though government has an
important role to play in meeting the many
challenges that remain before us, we are
coming to understand that no organization,
including government, will fully succeed
without the active participation of each of us.
Working family by family, block by block, the
efforts of America’s volunteers are vital to
enabling this country to live up to the true
promise of its heritage.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim the week of April 17
through April 23, 1994, as ‘‘National Volun-
teer Week.’’ I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this week with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities as an expression
of their gratitude.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:03 a.m., April 18, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 19.

The President’s Radio Address
April 16, 1994

Good morning. This week we joined in
sorrow for those who lost their lives in the
downing of two of our helicopters over Iraq.
I want to begin by expressing, again, my con-
dolences to the loved ones of those who died.
They gave their lives in a high cause, provid-
ing comfort to Kurdish victims of Saddam
Hussein’s brutal regime, and we honor the
sacrifice of those brave individuals.

Today I want to talk about one of the
greatest threats we face right here at home:
the threat of crime in our communities. In
1991, I visited the Rockwell Gardens in the
ABLA housing projects in Chicago where I
saw firsthand what happens to our children
who live too long in the shadow of fear. Doz-
ens of children rushed out to greet me, eager
to have someone to tell their stories to. They
talked of gunshots and drug dealers, of late-
night knocks at their doors and hallways
where they dared not stray. Many of their
stories had a common theme: their child-
hoods were being stolen from them.

Vince Lane, the head of the Chicago
Housing Authority, is a genuine hero to these
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children. He’s trying to show the children
that someone cares. To help, he put into ef-
fect a search-and-sweep policy to clean out
Chicago’s public housing communities, to
find weapons, to get people out of those
housing projects who didn’t belong, to find
drugs. But just over a week ago a Federal
district judge declared Vince Lane’s search-
and-sweep policy unconstitutional.

Every law-abiding American, rich or poor,
has the right to raise children without the
fear of criminals terrorizing where they live.
That’s why, as soon as I heard about the
court’s decision, I instructed Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development Henry
Cisneros and Attorney General Janet Reno
to devise a constitutional, effective way to
protect the residents of America’s public
housing communities. Secretary Cisneros
and Attorney General Reno moved quickly.
Today I am announcing a new policy to help
public housing residents take back their
homes.

First, at my direction, Secretary Cisneros
is in Chicago to provide emergency funds for
enforcement and prevention in gang-infested
public housing. We’ll put more police in pub-
lic housing, crack down on illegal gun traf-
ficking, and fill vacant apartments where
criminals hide out. And we’ll provide more
programs like midnight basketball leagues to
help our young people say no to gangs and
guns and drugs. Second, we will empower
residents to build safe neighborhoods, and
we’ll help to organize tenant patrols to ride
the elevators and look after the public spaces
in these high-rise public housing units. Fi-
nally, we’re going to work with residents in
high-crime areas to permit the full range of
searches that the Constitution does allow in
common areas, in vacant apartments, and in
circumstances where residents are in imme-
diate danger. We’ll encourage more weapons
frisks of suspicious persons, and we’ll ask ten-
ant associations to put clauses in their leases
allowing searches when crime conditions
make it necessary.

This new policy honors the principles of
personal and community responsibility at the
very heart of this administration’s efforts. It
also shows all Americans that their Govern-
ment can move swiftly and effectively on
their behalf.

Now we must move swiftly on the crime
bill before Congress. The bill provides the
right balance of protection, punishment, and
prevention. It will put 100,000 more police
officers on the streets for community policing
efforts that work. It will make ‘‘Three strikes
and you’re out’’ the law of the land and pro-
vide money for new prisons. And it will pay
for a wide variety of prevention programs to
give our young people a future they can say
yes to.

This is a crucial moment in the crime bill
debate. It’s time to tell Congress you’ve wait-
ed long enough for comprehensive national
crime legislation, that you don’t want political
posturing or frivolous amendments, and in-
stead, you need help to take back your com-
munities.

This crime bill is for all our people, but
nobody needs it more than the people like
the mother of three who lives right here in
Washington. A week ago, this 33-year-old
mother came home after celebrating her 10-
year-old daughter’s birthday to find a gang
of gunmen ransacking her apartment. The
mother had one plea for the intruders: ‘‘If
you believe in God, please don’t shoot my
children. Shoot me.’’ The reply was cold and
terrifying. ‘‘I don’t believe in God,’’ said one
of the gunmen. Then he shot her daughter
dead. Before the gunfire ceased, another
child and the mother were both shot, and
her 3-year-old son witnessed the whole thing.
The sad fact is, the police now believe the
shootings were carried out by youths who
hang out in the very apartment complex
where that mother was trying to raise her
children.

There are many rights that our laws and
our Constitution guarantee to every citizen,
but that mother and her children have cer-
tain rights we are letting slip away. They in-
clude the right to go out to the playground
and the right to sit by an open window, the
right to walk to the corner without fear of
gunfire, the right to go to school safely in
the morning, and the right to celebrate your
tenth birthday without coming home to
bloodshed and terror. The crime bill will help
us take back those rights for all of our people,
so will our new policy to protect public hous-
ing residents.
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We must decide we will not tolerate more
tragedies like that mother’s. When we do
that, together, we can replace our children’s
fear with hope.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:20 p.m. on
April 15 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 16.

Remarks on Bosnia and an
Exchange With Reporters in
Newport News, Virginia
April 17, 1994

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
I’ve received a number of reports today on
the situation in Bosnia. I’ve also been in
touch today with President Yeltsin.

We don’t have any definitive reports on
the status of Gorazde, but I can tell you that
there has been some progress in the negotia-
tions between the United Nations and the
Serbs. Mr. Akashi has been working on it,
Ambassador Redman and Mr. Churkin, and
they may have something to announce short-
ly.

I also—I don’t know that this has been
made public or not, but the Serbs released
16 Canadian soldiers, and we’re working on
the release of the other UNPROFOR forces
today. So the situation is still tense around
Gorazde. There is still some degree of uncer-
tainty there, but there has been, as of my
latest report, which was just about 10 min-
utes ago, some progress in the negotiations
between the U.N. and the Serbs on getting
back to the negotiations and reducing the
tensions.

Q. What’s the U.S. role been?
The President, Well, essentially, we’ve

been—Ambassador Redman has been there.
He’s been working very hard, especially for
the last 7 hours, trying to hammer out an
agreement that everybody could live with,
along with the U.N. and Mr. Churkin.

Secondly, we’ve worked very closely with
the Russians trying to think about what the
end game might be, how we can work this
out to a successful conclusion over the long
run. And of course, we’re still a very impor-
tant part of the NATO alliance, and we’re
committed to doing whatever we’re asked to

do by General Rose. But keep in mind, ex-
cept for the safe area around Sarajevo, our
role in NATO has been to provide close air
support, or, if necessary, to protect the
UNPROFOR troops, the U.N. troops, and
where it’s possible to do that. So we have
the role, but we also have this diplomatic
role, and we’re doing our best to fulfill it.

Q. Have there been any violations of the
new truce since the 3-mile zone was agreed
to?

The President. I don’t want to comment
on anything definitively with regard to
Gorazde, because we have been getting re-
ports over the last 4 and 5 hours, kind of
mixed reports. But on balance, the last report
I got was encouraging in terms of an agree-
ment impending between the U.N. and the
Serbs.

Q. Were the next reports reports of tank
incursions into that zone?

The President. There’s one, I think. I
think there was a news report that there was
at least one tank sighted. But I want to say
that we have no reports at the moment that
the status of Gorazde has changed.

Thank you.
Q. Is military action still possible?
The President. It depends on NATO. It

depends on what the U.N. commander on
the ground, General Rose wants. But their
conclusions were twofold. One is that with
regard to Gorazde itself, it wouldn’t nec-
essarily be possible now for close air support
to have the desired military effect. And sec-
ondly, that they’re trying to get a negotiated
agreement here that can serve as the basis
not only for relieving Gorazde but for getting
these peace talks back on track. So that’s
what we hope we’re doing.

Q. Are you considering actually easing the
economic sanctions on the Serbs?

The President. No, not based on anything
that’s happened so far. We have said to the
Russians that if they want to discuss that with
us, that of course we would be willing to dis-
cuss it if certain conditions on the ground
were met. But continued Serb aggression on
the ground, not only in Gorazde but every-
where else, is hardly an encouragement to
discuss that. That’s not even—we can’t even
begin discussions in the environment which
has existed for the last few days there.
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